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FURTHER STUDIES IN THE LESSER-KNOWN
VARIETIES OF ENGLISH

This volume follows on from The Lesser-Known Varieties of English
(Cambridge University Press, 2010) by documenting a further range
of varieties that have been overlooked and understudied. It explores
varieties spoken by small groups of people in remote regions as diverse
as Malta, the Netherlands Antilles, Brazil, the Cook Islands and Palau.
The varieties explored are as much a part of the big picture as major
varieties and it is the intention of this collection to spark further
interest in the sociolinguistic documentation of minority Englishes in
a postcolonial world. Language endangerment is a very real factor for
the vast majority of lesser-known varieties of English, and this book
aims to highlight that documentation and archiving are key initial
steps in revitalization and reclamation efforts.

This book will be of interest to historians of English, and scholars
in dialectology, language birth and death, language contact, typology,
and variation and change.

JEFFREY P. WILLIAMS is Professor of Ethnology and Linguistics at
Texas Tech University. He previously taught at the University of
Sydney and Cleveland State University. Most recently he edited
The Aesthetics of Grammar: Sound and Meaning in the Languages of
Mainland Southeast Asia (Cambridge University Press, 2013).

EDGAR W. SCHNEIDER is Professor and Chair of English Linguistics
at the University of Regensburg. He has published and lectured on all
continents on topics in the dialectology, sociolinguistics, history, and
semantics of English and its varieties. He edited the scholarly journal
English World-Wide for many years and has written and edited about
wwenty books, including Handbook of Varieties of English (2004/2008),
Postcolonial English (Cambridge University Press, 2007) and English
around the World (Cambridge University Press, 2011).

PETER TRUDGILL is Adjunct Professor of Sociolinguistics at the Uni-
versity of Agder. He has carried out research on dialects in English,
Norwegian, Greek, Albanian and Spanish and has written and edited
more than thirty books on sociolinguistics and dialectology including
Sociolinguistic Variation and Change (2002), A Glossary of Sociolinguis-
tics (2003) and New-Dialect Formation (2004).

DANIEL SCHREIER is Associate Professor of English Linguistics at the
University of Zurich. He has taught and lectured in New Zealand,
Germany and the USA. His previous publications include Isolation
and Language Change (2003), Consonant Change in English Worldwide
(2005) and St Helenian English (2008).
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CHAPTER I

Introduction

Jeffrey P. Williams, Edgar W. Schneider, Peter Trudgill
and Daniel Schreier

With the appearance of the seminal piece on ‘lesser-known’ varieties of
English by Trudgill in 2002, a research trajectory was charted that gath-
ered together scholars involved in the documentation of overlooked and
understudied varieties of English, many of which were spoken by very
small groups of people in remote and isolated locales. This assorted group
of ‘lessers’ gained prominence in the literature for their value in providing
insights into larger questions in linguistics and sociolinguistics, culminat-
ing in the first instance in an edited collection of documentary descriptions
and analyses (Schreier, Trudgill, Schneider and Williams 2010). We con-
tinue to expand our treatment of lesser-known varieties of English (LKVEs)
in this second volume of further documentary descriptions.

As we stated at the outset of the first introductory volume to the docu-
mentation and study of LKVEs, one fundamental problem has to do with
how to evaluate and demarcate the status of the term ‘lesser-known’. To aid
the reader, we once again reproduce the set of characteristics we outlined
in the previous volume here in order to set the template for the individual
contributions that follow.

Lesser-known Englishes:

1. are spoken as first languages and not as ESL or EFL varieties, often in
environments where bi- or multilingualism is restricted;

2. are identified as distinct varieties by their respective speech communi-
ties and other groups in their social environment;

3. are associated with stable communities or regions;
are typically spoken by minorities; they are usually delimitated (not
necessarily ‘isolated’ but socially or regionally distinct) to small com-
munities which are embedded into a larger (regional) population
ecology;

5. were, many of them, originally transmitted by settler communities or
adopted by newly formed social communities that emerged early in
the colonial era, so that they substantially derive from British inputs;

I



