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Preface

On behalf of the section editors, Jeannine Brant, Francisco
Conde, Marlon Saria, and myself, we are pleased to bring
you the fifth edition of the Core Curriculum for Oncology
Nursing. It has been 10 years since the previous edition,
and this volume has been updated to reflect the many
changes in the practice of oncology nursing since that time.

As in previous editions, the OCN" Test Blueprint is the
organizing framework for the text. Sections and chapters
reflect specific portions of the Test Blueprint. One of the
major uses of this text is to prepare for the OCN™ test. Most
chapters start with an overview to provide the background
knowledge necessary for the specific content area, followed
by sections on assessment, problem statements and out-
comes specific to the problem statements, a planning and
implementation section, concluding with an evaluation
statement. The easy-to-use outline format has been
retained in this edition. An emphasis on QSEN comp-
etencies is designed to reduce errors in oncology nursing
practice with a focus on safety and evidence-based practice.
Safety-related content has been highlighted through new
Safety Alert icons. £

The content of the chapters has been updated to reflect
the new discoveries in genetics, molecular biology of can-
cer, new drugs for new targets, changes and controversies
in cancer screening, the recognition of the expanding num-
bers of survivors of cancer, and the important role naviga-
tors play in the continuity of care for patients and families
with cancer. Some of the content has been reorganized
based on the current 2013 - 2017 OCN™ Test Blueprint,

and two new chapters, Research Protocols and Clinical Tri-
als and Coping Mechanisms and Skills, have been added.

Among the recommendations of the 2013 Institute of
Medicine (IOM) report, Delivering High-Quality Cancer
Care: Charting a New Course for a System in Crisis, is the
need for an adequately staffed, trained, and coordinated
workforce. The report sets a goal that all individuals caring
for cancer patients should have appropriate core
competencies.

The Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) has been a leader
in the nursing profession in establishing certification
programs that formally recognize oncology nurses’ special-
ized knowledge, skills, and expertise. To meet this IOM
goal, nursing should focus on increasing the number of
oncology-certified nurses and promoting the role of insti-
tutions in requiring certification. We believe this textbook
will help nurses with appropriate oncology experience pre-
pare successfully for the OCN" certification examination.

Our thanks to ONS for providing us the opportunity to
revise and update this text. We want to recognize our long-
time colleague, Barbara Sigler, former Director of Commer-
cial Publications at ONS, who guided the initial process of
several editions of the Core Curriculum. Our special thanks
to Lee Henderson and Courtney Daniels of Elsevier. They
have been a joy and an efficient team to work with. Finally,
we thank the contributors whose expertise is what makes
this book the valuable resource it is.

Aloha,
Joanne Itano
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