SENTENCE DYNAMICS

An English Skills Workbook
Third Edition

Constance Immel
Florence Sacks



Sentence Dynamics

An English Skills Workbook

Third Edition

Constance Immel
West Los Angeles College

Florence Sacks
West Los Angeles College

& HarperCollinsPublishers



Sponsoring Editor: Jane Kinney
Project Coordination, Text Design: P. M. Gordon Associates
Cover Design: Dmitri Karetnikor
Cover Photo: Lotus shapes reflected in a pond

© 1990 by Jerry Howard/Positive Images
Production: Michael Weinstein
Compositor: Omegatype Typography
Printer and Binder: Courier Book Companies/Murray
Cover Printer: Phoenix Color Corp.

Sentence Dynamics: An English Skills Workbook, Third Edition
Copyright © 1991 by HarperCollins Publishers Inc.

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this book
may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission,
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For
information address HarperCollins Publishers Inc., 10 East 53d Street, New York,
NY 10022.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Immel, Constance.
Sentence dynamics : an English skills workbook / Constance Immel,
Florence Sacks.—3rd ed.
. cm.
Includes index.
ISBN 0-673-46302-8
1. English language—Sentences—Problems, exercises, etc.
2. English language—Rhetoric—Problems, exercises, etc. 1. Sacks,
Florence. I1. Title.
PE1441.148 1991
428.2—dc20 90-24962
CIP
ISBN 0-673-46302-8 (student edition)
ISBN 0-673-53587-8 (teacher edition)

91 92 93 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2



Preface

The third edition of Sentence Dynamics continues as a workbook for stu-
dents who have something to say but have difficulty saying it in standard
English. We have successfully used the material in the first two editions
of Sentence Dynamics in our own writing classes, and we believe that the
clearly worded definitions and examples, together with the variety of
exercises, can help students in developmental writing courses, in English-
as-a-second-language classes, and in writing laboratories and tutor-as-
sisted classes.

To help students write clear, error-free sentences, the third edition of
Sentence Dynamics retains these features:

Thorough coverage of key areas of grammar.

Clear explanations with a minimum of grammatical terms.

An abundant variety of exercises—multiple choice, sentence comple-
tion, sentence expansion, and original sentence generation.

Lesson reviews, practice tests, summaries, and sentence combining in
each chapter.

An answer key at the end of each chapter to encourage students to
work at their own pace and check their answers as they go.

A comprehensive instructor’s manual with a test bank and additional
writing assignments.

The changes we have made to the third edition of Sentence Dynamics are
in keeping with our philosophy that students at this level learn best when
they are actively engaged in the learning process. Therefore, we keep the
explanatory material short, but we provide extensive examples and exer-
cises that demonstrate the principle. Thus, the students are never faced
with long, complicated explanations that are difficult to understand.

Many of the exercises either are in paragraph form or contain sentences
all on one topic. The new topics we have supplied for writing assignments
in each chapter are on subjects that should be of interest to students and
that they should be able to express opinions about, based upon their own
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reading and observation. Further, we have chosen expository topics rather
than narrative or descriptive assignments. We believe that students at this
level should be learning how to write with the objectivity they must dem-
onstrate in their college classes and in their careers.

The Pretests have been moved to the Instructor’s Manual. Each chapter
now begins with a page of definitions used in the chapter. This list of
terms serves as an introduction to the work ahead and as a handy refer-
ence guide for each chapter. We have simplified terminology and reor-
ganized the lists of connectors and subordinators to clarify the meanings
of words. We have moved the chart of irregular verbs to the section
preceding the explanation of the perfect tenses, and we have placed the
lesson on reflexive pronouns in Chapter 2, “Nouns and Pronouns.”

The chapter entitled “Writing a Paragraph” has been completely rewritten
and moved to the front of the book in response to instructors’ requests
for additional emphasis on the writing process. It covers the search for
ideas, major and minor support, outlines, the topic sentence, methods
used to develop paragraphs, unity, coherence, and the need to proofread
and revise a draft before submitting an assignment. In this edition of
Sentence Dynamics, our goal continues to be to aid students in developing
and improving their writing skills.

The Instructor’s Manual contains material for the classroom in an easy-
to-photocopy format. It includes teaching suggestions, an answer key to
all exercises and tests, pretests, three different chapter tests for each of
Chapters 2 through 10, a midterm exam, a final exam, word puzzles, and
additional suggested writing assignments. Finally, information on a com-
puter-aided instruction program for Apple I1 computer users is included;
write Learning Dynamics, 225 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254,
to order the software.

We greatly appreciate the assistance and understanding of Anne Smith
and Jane Kinney, our editors at HarperCollins.

Special thanks, also, to our colleague Jo Ellen Young and to our husbands,
George and Ralph.

Above all, it is our hope that by using the third edition of Sentence Dynam-
ics, students will become competent writers by building their skills and
confidence.

Constance Immel
Florence Sacks
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Writing a Paragraph

Lesson 1 Planning a Paragraph

You have registered in an English class, and you are eager to learn how
to write clear, interesting paragraphs. Your first question is, “How do I
start?” Let’s assume that you have an assignment in front of you on the
subject of protecting the environment, but so far you haven’t written a
word. You can continue to stare at the blank sheet of paper, while waiting
for inspiration; you can dash off whatever comes to mind and hope for
the best; or you can begin by planning your paragraph before you write
1t.

Generating Ideas

Frequently the assigned topic will be broad enough to give each student
an opportunity to draw upon previous knowledge of the subject. For
example, you might be asked to explain what an individual can do to
protect the environment. Hardly a day goes by that you don’t read or
hear about the threat to life on our planet by the destruction of the
environment, but what can you do about it? You have some general ideas
about the problem, but what do you know specifically about it? Where do
you find the information to write an entire paragraph on the subject?

First, look for ideas to explore these five common sources of information:

Your own observation and experience

The observation and experience of people you know
Your college classes

Your reading

Radio and television programs

SN jpae 28 19 g
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Chapter 1 Writing a.Paragraph

You probably have enough material for ten paragraphs if you can just get
moving. Begin by using one of the following techniques to start the writing

process.

Listing Ideas

Make a list of your ideas on the subject by jotting down words and phrases
in any order that they occur to you. Do not be concerned about anything
except getting your thoughts down on paper.

Keep my car in efficient operating condition.

Stop using aerosol products.

Plant trees, landscape with shrubs that require little water.
Recycle bottles, papers, etc.

Carry cloth shopping bag to avoid using plastic bags at stores.
Persuade friends who are parents not to use disposable diapers.
Install a flow restrictor on shower head.

Contribute money to organizations working to save environment.
Write letters to legislators on issues involving environment.

Write to manufacturers protesting “overpackaging” of products.
Join local groups that are working to save the environment.
Conserve energy in own home.

Drive car as little as possible, use bike, walk to do errands.
Reduce use of air conditioner in car.

Follow some of recommendations of gas, electric, water companies.
Use cloth napkins instead of paper, no paper plates, etc.

You have a list of ideas; now you need to focus on one of them for your
paragraph. Organize the material by grouping similar items. For exam-
ple, in the list above, acting responsibly as a car owner is a possible topic
to focus on. You may want to start another list expanding on that idea.
Your revised list might look something like this:

Avoid making unnecessary sudden stops and starts.
Keep engine tuned properly for efficient operation.
Reduce use of air conditioner.

Reduce speed.

Join car pool or use public transportation.

Bike or walk when doing errands.

Drive a small or medium-sized fuel-efficient car.

© 1991 by HarperCollins Publishers Inc.



Lesson 1 Planning a Paragraph

EXERCISE 1A

Make a list of your ideas on the topic “What Can an Individual Do to
Protect the Environment?” Discuss them with other students if you are
working with a group in class.

Freewriting

Instead of making a list, you may want to write in longer phrases and
sentences in your search for a topic, producing a solid block of writing.
In assignments such as this one, although your instructor has already
provided some focus for your writing, you still have plenty of scope to
develop your own unique response. Give yourself 15 or 20 minutes to
record your thoughts as they occur to you. Here is an example of
freewriting.

What can an individual do? How many people would be willing to
make personal sacrifices? “Let John do it,” seems to be the attitude in
most cases. Disposable diapers for instance. Most parents today use
them even though they are one of the biggest problems of disposal in
landfills. Their mothers and grandmothers managed with cloth dia-
pers. Diaper service is even less expensive in the long run, my sister
Karen says. She is one mother who has become very aware of environ-
mental problems. What a change though. When we were both still

© 1991 by HarperCollins Publishers Inc.



4

Chapter 1 Writing a Paragraph

living at home, her hot showers could empty our 50-gallon water tank.
Did she care? No way! After she and James had the baby, they began
to worry about what kind of a world he’ll be living in. No more long
showers now. They have a water regulator on the shower head and a
jacket around the water heater. They've done lots of other things
around the house. Even talked our parents into throwing out all their
aerosol cans a year ago. What are we going to do with all the trash?
Read yesterday that a proposed landfill is a threat to the water supply
but money and influence won out. Some people seem to think that
some miracle will save us all. Or maybe ignore the problem and it will
go away. Individuals probably could make a difference. The question
is will they?

Assume that you have just completed the exercise above. Analyze what
you have written to see if you have material for a paragraph by asking
yourself some questions. What point is most important to you? The prob-
lem of landfills? The apathy of people? Your sister’s attitude? If you write
about landfills, will you have to do some additional reading? Could you
limit yourself to just a paragraph? What about motivating people to act
more responsibly? Do you have any specific support for that point? You
probably have a great deal to say about your sister’s efforts, but what point
would you be making? Perhaps at this time it may be helpful to make a
short list. At least you have a start, and you now know that you do have
something to say.

EXERCISE 1B

Take 15 or 20 minutes to practice freewriting by responding to the ques-
tion, “What can an individual do to protect the environment?” Share your
ideas with group members as part of your planning strategy..
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