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A Swedish national, Ms Lena Peters grew up in Italy
where she attended an English school. In 1978 she took
her Juris Kandidatexamen at Stockholm University, fol-
lowed by a Master of Laws from King’s College, London
(1979). Since 1985 she has been with the International
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monly known as UNIDROIT, first as Research Officer
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Principles of International Commercial Contracts, from
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Governmental Experts on Franchising. Currently she is
working on the project on Third Party Liability for Global
Navigation Satellite Sysyem (GNSS) Services, as well as

on the setting up of a data base on Uniform Law (UNILAW). She is also Joint Editor-
in-Chief of the Uniform Law Review (from January 2011).

This monograph draws upon UNIDROIT documents and publications, both elec-
tronic and paper-based. The author wishes to express her thanks to the organization
for permission to quote and draw from UNIDROIT materials.



The Author



Table of Contents

The Author

List of Abbrevations

Part 1. Genesis and Historical Development
Part I1. Institutional Framework

Chapter 1. The Statute

Chapter 2. Membership

Chapter 3. Structure

Chapter 4. Legal Status

Chapter 5. Languages

Chapter 6. Working Methods

§1. TRACING A PROJECT: THE PROCEDURE ADOPTED
I. Preliminary Stage
I1. Study Groups and Working Groups

III. Intergovernmental Negotiation Stage: The Committees of

Governmental Experts

§2. CHOOSING THE SUBJECT-MATTER

§3. CHOOSING THE MOST APPROPRIATE INSTRUMENT

19

20

22

23

24

24

25

25

26

26



Table of Contents
Chapter 7. Funding
Part III. Activities
Chapter 1. Introduction

Chapter 2. International Sale of Goods (Study 1V)

§1. CONVENTION RELATING TO A UNIFORM LAW ON THE
FORMATION OF CONTRACTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
SALE OF Goobs (ULFC)

§2. CONVENTION RELATING TO A UNIFORM LAW ON THE
INTERNATIONAL SALE OF GOoDS (ULIS)

Chapter 3. Principles of International Commercial
Contracts (Study L)

Chapter 4. Agency (Study XIX)

Chapter 5. Leasing (Study LIX)

§1. THE 1988 UNIDROIT CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL LEASING

§2. THE MODEL LAW ON LEASING (STUDY LIX A)

Chapter 6. Factoring (Study LVIII)

§1. THE 1988 UNIDROIT CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL FACTORING
(STupy LVIII)

Chapter 7. International Interests in Mobile Equipment
(Study LXXII)

§1. THE 2001 CAPE TOWN CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL
INTERESTS IN MOBILE CONVENTION (STUDY LXXII)

§2. THE 2001 CAPE TOWN PROTOCOL ON MATTERS SPECIFIC TO
AIRCRAFT EQUIPMENT (STUuDY LXXII D)

§3. THE 2007 LUXEMBOURG PROTOCOL ON MATTERS SPECIFIC TO
RAILWAY ROLLING STOCK (STUDY LXXII H)

31

31

33

36

37

37

38

39

39

41

41

43

43



Table of Contents

§4. THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT PROTOCOL ON MATTERS SPECIFIC TO
SPACE ASSETS (STUuDY LXXII J)

§5. THE PROPOSED ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL ON MATTERS SPECIFIC TO

AGRICULTURAL, MINING AND CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
(STupy LXXII K)

Chapter 8. Secured Transactions in General
(Study LXXII A)

Chapter 9. Franchising (Study LXVIII)
§1. THE GUIDE TO INTERNATIONAL MASTER FRANCHISE ARRANGEMENTS

§2. THE MODEL FRANCHISE DISCLOSURE LAW

Chapter 10. Transactions on Transnational and Connected
Capital Markets (Study LXXVIII)

§1. THE 2009 GENEVA CONVENTION ON SUBSTANTIVE RULES FOR
INTERMEDIATED SECURITIES

§2. PRINCIPLES AND RULES CAPABLE OF ENHANCING TRADING IN
SECURITIES IN EMERGING MARKETS

§3. PROPOSAL FOR AN INSTRUMENT ON THE NETTING OF FINANCIAL
INSTRUMENTS

Chapter 11. Transnational Principles of Civil Procedure
(Study LXXVI)

Chapter 12. Transport

§1. INTERNATIONAL CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY ROAD (CMR)
(STupy XXIII)

§2. TRANSPORT IN GENERAL (STUDY LXXVII)

§3. LIABILITY OF INTERNATIONAL TERMINAL OPERATORS (STUDY XLIV)

Chapter 13. Civil Liability for Damage Caused during the
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road, Rail
and Inland Navigation Vessels (Study LV)

45

46

47

48

48

49

50

50

51

53

54

54

55

55



Table of Contents
Chapter 14. Form of an International Will (Study XLIII)

Chapter 15. Cultural Property (Study LXX)

§1. THE 1995 UNIDROIT CONVENTION ON STOLEN OR ILLEGALLY
EXPORTED CULTURAL OBIECTS

§2. PROPOSAL FOR THE PREPARATION OF A MODEL LAW ON THE
PROTECTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY

Chapter 16. Proposed Project on Third-Party Liability for
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS)
Services (Study LXXIX)

Chapter 17. Proposed Work in the Area of Private Law and
Development

§1. PRIVATE LAW ASPECTS OF AGRICULTURAL FINANCING

§2. GUIDELINES FOR A LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR SOCIAL ENTERPRISES
(OR FOR A CERTAIN TYPE OF SOCIAL ENTERPRISE)

Chapter 18. Database on Uniform Law (UNILAW)
(Study LXIX)

Chapter 19. Programme of Legal Cooperation
(Study LXV)

Chapter 20. The Uniform Law Foundation (Study LXXIV)

Chapter 21. Subsidiary Activities

§1. LIBRARY
I. The Gorla Collection

§2. PUBLICATIONS
§3. CONGRESSES, MEETINGS AND SEMINARS
§4. DEPOSITARY LIBRARIES

§5. THE AFTERMATH: PUBLICIZING INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

63

64

64

66

68

70

71

71
71

72

73

74



Table of Contents
Part V. Cooperation with Other International Organizations 77
Selected Bibliography 79
Appendix 1. Studies Prepared by UNIDROIT 111

Appendix 2. Instruments Adopted or Prepared by

UNIDROIT 115
Appendix 3. UNIDROIT Publications 117
Appendix 4. Depositary Libraries for UNIDROIT

Documentation 125
Appendix 5. The UNIDROIT Web Site 129
Subject Index 131



