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About the Book and Editors

Since Admiral Sergei G. Gorshkov was appointed to the office of
commander in chief of the Soviet Navy in 1956, the Soviet Union has
made a massive investment in naval construction, training, and operations.
As a result, the Soviet Navy has grown from a coastal defense force to one
of the world’s two strongest navies. This book offers a detailed assessment
of every major aspect of the Soviet Navy, from fleet structure and training
facilities to command and control procedures and warfare and intelligence
collection capabilities. In each case the analysis stresses the strengths and
liabilities of the Soviet Navy and assesses implications for the West. The
editors conclude that current trends indicate the Soviet Navy will play a
major role in projecting Soviet military power in the developing world in
the late 1980s and 1990s, a threat that the United States may find difficult
to combat. Written by a team of academic researchers and naval analysts,
the book provides a thorough understanding of the dimensions and im-
plications of evolving Soviet naval power.

Naval Commander Bruce W. Watson is director of publications at the
Defense Intelligence College and is the author of numerous military books,
including Red Navy at Sea: Soviet Naval Operations on the High Seas, 1956-
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College and Georgetown University and is currently a free-lance editor and
consultant.
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Preface

Since Admiral Sergei G. Gorshkov’s appointment as commander in chief
in 1956, the Soviet Navy has made remarkable progress, advancing from
little more than a coastal defense force to one of the world’s two strongest
navies. Dramatic developments in hardware—ships, submarines, and air-
craft—have been accompanied by equally illustrious advances in the navy’s
war-fighting capabilities and in naval operations that support Soviet foreign
policy objectives. Such operations include port visits, responses to crises,
and gaining access to port facilities. In fact, the navy has become the most
important branch of the Soviet armed forces in respect to foreign policy
matters, because it can be used as a diplomatic instrument in a more
unobtrusive way than other military power. Navies operate on the high
seas, use port facilities of other nations, make port visits, and accomplish
many tasks which in and of themselves are not necessarily aggressive in
nature. It is more difficult for ground and air forces to appear innocuous.
Currently Soviet ballistic missile-equipped submarines patrol with weapons
targeted against major U.S. cities, and other Soviet submarines stalk U.S.
aircraft carriers and other naval forces on the high seas, while Soviet ships
are visiting foreign ports or are present at overseas bases. These ships play
a role in the superpower rivalry for influence around the world.

The Soviet Navy is very strong, but it is vulnerable and has some serious
weaknesses. Among these, we note a less than glorious naval tradition, a
command and control structure so tightly regulated by the naval headquarters
in Moscow that local commanders are unable or incapable of exercising
decisive leadership or initiative, a development in naval construction that
is uneven, an air defense that is somewhat inadequate, and weaknesses in
war-fighting capabilities.

The purpose of this book is to objectively examine the Soviet Navy in
its totality. The reader might well ask why we are editing a book in a field
in which so much has already been written. We feel that the book makes
several valuable contributions, and two particularly unique strengths are its
scope and balance.

The scope is very broad. There are many excellent books dealing with
various aspects of the Soviet Navy. However, we believe that this is the
first to examine all aspects of that institution in an organized and consistent
fashion. While looking at the Soviet Navy’s history, tradition, people,
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xiv Preface

hardware, operations, and warfare capabilities, it also pays attention to the
interplay and effects of these various factors on one another.

The authors of the chapters in this book view Soviet foreign policy as
a real threat to world peace. Linked by their association with either
Georgetown University or the Defense Intelligence College, they have been
asked to provide the reader with the historical context of their topics and
then to identify Soviet strengths and liabilities. The result is material that
tries not to exaggerate Soviet strengths or to deemphasize the actual and
potential effects of Soviet naval activities. As a result, the book provides a
unique view of the Soviet Navy—one the editors feel is a valuable contribution
to the current literature.

Bruce W. Watson
Susan M. Watson



Acknowledgments

We wish to express our gratitude to several people whose invaluable
assistance and support made this book possible. Foremost are the contributors,
who did the research on which this work is based. We are indebted as
well to the following individuals for their support and assistance: Peter M.
Dunn, Douglas Lovejoy, William and Harriet Scott, Peter Tsouras, Kenneth
Vernoski, Paul Holman, Patricia Howard, Gerald Hopple, James George,
Norman Polmar, Frank Uhlig, Earl Tifford, and Robert De Gross. We also
thank our parents, Ida and Maurice Kramer and Wallace and Viola Watson,
for a lifetime of guidance and encouragement, and our brothers and sisters—
Donald Watson, Thomas and Jerome Kramer, Evelyn Michon, and Cathryn
French—for their interest. Additionally, we thank Frederick Praeger, Barbara
Ellington, and the staff of Westview Press for their support and guidance.

Finally, we would like to thank our children—Bruce, Jr., Susan, Jennifer,
and Ella—who were understanding and patient during the editing of this
book and our friends Joshua, Albert, and Abigail who were supportive.

B.W.W.
SMW.

xXv



Contents

List of Tables, Figures, and Photographs
Preface
Acknowledgments

Part 1
The Tradition, the Service, and the People

1. Soviet Naval Tradition, Peter Tsouras.....................
2. The Soviet Naval High Command,
Tobias R. Philbin III . ....... ... .. ... i,
3. Soviet Naval Personnel and Schools,
Christine E. Miller and Robert G. Papp...................
4. The Naval Infantry, Michael ]. O’'Hara...................
Part 2
Equipment
5. Submarines, Robert E. McKeown and David Robinson .. . ...
6. Aircraft Carriers and Large Surface Combatants,
Paul L. Pierce. .. ... ... ... i
7.  Amphibious Ships, Mine Warfare Ships, Corvettes, and
Missile, Patrol, and Torpedo Craft,
Mark A. Carolla, John P. Herries, and Curtis W. Good. . . . .
8. The Soviet Naval Auxiliary Force,
George Stuart and Linda Taylor........ ... .............
9. Soviet Naval Aircraft, Kenneth Vernoski ..................

X



Contents

X
Part 3
Operational Capabilities
10. Command and Control, Gael Donelan Tarleton ...............
11. Antisubmarine Warfare, Lawrence P. Larson ..................
12. Anticarrier Warfare, Scott L. Nicholas........................
13.  Antiair Warfare, John P. Herries . . ............ ... .
14. Soviet Electronic Warfare and Ocean Surveillance

Capabilities, Stephen T. Wesselhoff. . ..........................
15. Soviet SLOC Interdiction, Richard Fisher.....................
16. Soviet Naval Intelligence, Calland E Carnes ..................
Part 4
Operations
17. Geographic Problems, Michael A. Schoelwer...................
18. The Northern Fleet and North Atlantic Naval Operations,

Keith Allen .. ... ... e
19. The Baltic Fleet, Robert D. Wyman..........................
20. The West African Naval Contingent, Michael Hritsik ..........
21. Caribbean Naval Activity, Frances Wright Norton . .............
22. The Black Sea Fleet and Mediterranean Naval Operations,

Keith Allen .. ...
23. The Pacific Fleet, Gerry S. Thomas ..........................
24. The Indian Ocean Squadron, Mark A. Carolla ...............
25. Soviet Naval Air Operations, Kenneth Vernoski................
26. Soviet Naval Responses to Crises, Brian Larson ...............
27.  Port Visits, Peter TSOUTAS . . .. oo
28. Soviet Access to Port Facilities, Charles W. Jones ..............
Part 5
The Future
29. Looking Toward the Future,

Bruce W. Watson and Susan M. Watson . ....................

Selected Bibliography .. ....... ... .. . . ..
About the Contributors .. ...

Index



Tables, Figures, and Photographs

Tables
3.1 Comparison of Soviet and U.S. naval grades and ranks.......... 38
3.2 The Soviet higher naval schools.............................. 39
5.1 Soviet ballistic missile-equipped submarine order of

battle, 1984. . .. ... .. 59
5.2 Soviet cruise missile-equipped submarine order of

battle, 1984. . ... .. ... . 63
5.3 Soviet attack submarine order of battle, 1984 .................. 66
6.1 Classes of Soviet surface combatants, 1984..................... 76
6.2 Soviet designations of various ship types and classes ............ 80
7.1 Soviet amphibious warfare order of battle, 1984 ................ 94
7.2 Classes of Soviet mine warfare ships and craft ................. 98
7.3 Soviet patrol combatant and coastal patrol and river/

roadstead craft order of battle, 1984 ... .................... 100
8.1 Soviet naval auxiliary (logistic) ship order of battle, 1984 ....... 107
8.2 Soviet intelligence collection ship classes and ships ............ 110
8.3 Characteristics of Soviet intelligence collection ships ........... 111
9.1 Soviet naval aircraft, 1984 .. ... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ... 117
14.1 The Soviet ocean surveillance system (SOSS) ................. 156
18.1 Northern Fleet order of battle, 1984 ... ... ... ... ... ........ 186
18.2 Soviet naval presence in the Atlantic Ocean, 1956-1983........ 188
19.1 Baltic Fleet order of battle, 1984 .. .. ... .. ... ... .............. 196
21.1 Soviet naval presence in the Caribbean Sea, 1969-1983......... 209
21.2 Soviet naval combatant deployments to the Caribbean

Sea, 1969-1984 . .. ... . . ... 211
22.1 Soviet naval presence in the Mediterranean Sea, 1956-1983..... 220
22.2 Black Sea Fleet order of battle, 1984..... ... ... ............. 223
23.1 Pacific Fleet order of battle, 1984 ........... ... ... ... .. ... .. 232

xi



xii Tables, Figures, and Photographs

23.2 Soviet out-of-area naval presence in the

Pacific Ocean; 1956=1983 ...« sinsunins vasvssmenmnmeswonns 235

24.1 Soviet naval presence in the Indian Ocean, 1960-1983 ......... 242
Figures
2.1 Soviet naval high command.............. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... 27
2.2 Operational fleet organization .................c.oiuiiuiin ... 30
4.1 Soviet naval infantry brigade organization...................... 49
4.2 Soviet naval infantry battalion organization..................... 50
Photographs
A Delta II nuclear-powered ballistic missile-equipped submarine. .. . ... 60
A Papa-class nuclear-powered cruise missile-equipped submarine . ... .. 64
An Alfa-class nuclear-powered attack submarine..................... 65
The Moskva-class antisubmarine cruiser Leningrad under way

in the North Atlantic in August 1981 ........................... 3
The Kiev-class aircraft carrier Minsk operating in the

East China Sea in 1979« . vivscusossnsinens sasmsasinsms saismsss 4
The thirty-year-old Sverdlov-class cruiser Admiral Ushakov

in the Mediterranean during September 1982..................... 81
The Kashin-class large antisubmarine ship Smetlivyy under

way in the Mediterranean in November 1982..................... 81
The modified Kashin-class large antisubmarine ship Provornyy

operating in the Mediterranean in 1982.......................... 82
The Mod-Kashin-class large antisubmarine ship Ognevoy during

operations in the Norwegian Sea in September 1982 ....... s Ed 83
The Kresta I-class rocket cruiser Vitze Admiral Drozd under

way in the North Atlantic during exercises in 1977 ............... 85
The Kresta Il-class large antisubmarine ship Admiral Isachenkov

at anchor in the Gulf of Hammamet in July 1981.............. .. 85
The Kara-class large antisubmarine ship Petropavlovsk under

way in the Pacific in August 1981........ ... ... ... ... ....... 87
The Mod-Kildin-class large rocket ship Prozorlivyy at anchor near

the Shetland Islands. . .o . coivivnriismeniinesnsmioninssnsmess .. .87
The Soviet Navy’s first nuclear-powered combatant, the rocket

cruiser Kiroy, in September 1980 ........ ... ... .. ... ... ... ...... 88
The lead ship of the Sovremennyy-class destroyers during

operations in the Norwegian Sea during July 1982 ................ 89
The guided missile cruiser Slava under way in the Mediterranean

in October 1983 .. ... . ... . 91
A Nanuchka I-class small rocket ship under way in the

Mediterranean in June 1982 ............................... (o) |

A Nanuchka Ill-class small rocket ship under way in the
Mediterranean in May 1981 ...... ... ... . ... ... ............. 101



Part 1

The Tradition, the Service,
and the People






1

Soviet Naval Tradition

Peter Tsouras

Like the Hydra’s teeth, the seeds sown by Admiral Sergei G. Gorshkov’s
naval expansion have burst from the shipyards of the Soviet Union seemingly
ready to challenge an apprehensive West on the high seas. Images of the
technological and numerical strengths of today’s Soviet Navy crowd out
the subtle reality that this shiny new toy of the Soviet Union is rooted in
the continuum of Russian-Soviet history and displays inherent, perhaps
fatal, weaknesses derived from that tradition.

By any standard, the modern Soviet Navy represents a remarkable
organizational and industrial achievement, and the Soviets have every reason
to be proud. They see their naval ensign paraded aggressively around the
world, undeterred by the ghosts of British glory or the watchfulness of an
increasingly nervous U.S. Navy. Having jostled its way to the first rank of
navies, the Soviet Navy is all too often judged by the standards of the
company that it keeps, which can be a mistake. A navy is not just a
collection of ships, men, and deadly weapons—the pieces in a war game.
It is a human institution that follows patterns set in its developmental stages
by diverse factors of history, culture, and geography. The distillation of
these intangible experiences form a navy’s character, and this character
determines the navy’s conduct and success under the ultimate stress of war.

Consistent success and achievement become a tradition of victory that
can be the most animating, decisive feature of a military organization. Such
a tradition instills pride and confidence and sets the standard that must be
kept. Horatio Nelson’s message to the fleet at Trafalgar drew upon such a
tradition, with crushing effect. The character of the Soviet Navy reflects
another tradition, not one of victory, but one of moderate success against
regional powers and consistent failure against world-class navies.

Alfred Thayer Mahan said the first element of sea power is a nation’s
geographical position,! and Russia is a perfect example. Since the rise of
Muskovy, the physical security and economic survival of the Russian state
have been almost wholly dependent upon activities on the Eurasian landmass.
Naval considerations, in a strategic sense, have been peripheral, seldom
deflecting the land orientation of the Russian-Soviet elites. This situation
is a natural outgrowth of Russia’s essentially landlocked geography.
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