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LESSON ONE
The Case of Natty Nat

> Introduction to the Text

The detective story has been a popular form of fiction since Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
introduced readers to Sherlock Holmes. There is always one person who is observant, who notices
what is said or done, who analyzes details and makes connections. The popularity of the detective
story lies in trying to guess what has happened or who the criminal is by noticing the clues and
analyzing details.

The person who notices, who is “the detective,” is usually a private citizen or a member of the
police. In this story, however, it is the police chief’s 10-year-old boy who helps his father solve all
the mysteries.

The boy is able to solve the tough cases because he not only reads a lot and knows a lot, but
also thinks a lot. There lies the secret of his success, and that’s where he is different from other
people in the town, including his father.

Apart from the fact that he likes to read and think, he is really not different from other boys
of his age. And the way he solves this particular case in the text seems so simple that one wonders
why his father, whose duty is to solve these mysteries, and we readers, who are much older and
must have read a lot more than the boy fail to see the flaw in the guilty person’s story before the
boy did.

The importance of the ability to think is therefore what this text is all about, and it is the
reason why it is presented in the first lesson. After all, what is education for if not for the sake of

training young people to think?

> Qutline of the Text

1. Introduction (paras. 1-4)
1) Leroy Brown, a 10-year-old boy, was called Encyclopedia in Idaville.
2) His head was filled with facts he had learned from books.
3) He could think and was full of ideas.

2. Body (paras. 5-27)
1) Idaville was an unusual town. (paras. 5-7)
(1) It was like the usual American town in the number of public facilities and in crime
rate.

(2) It was unusual because no criminals could get away with their crimes.



3)

The cases were chiefly solved by Encyclopedia whose father was the chief of police.

2) Encyclopedia solved the case of a holdup. (paras. 8-27)

ey
)
3)
“)

Chief Brown told Encyclopedia that a store in the town had been robbed.
The victim, one of the two owners said it was done by a robber known as Natty Nat.
Chief Brown thought Natty Nat, who had been robbing other shops, was the criminal.

Encyclopedia decided that the owner was the criminal.

3. Conclusion (paras. 28-31)

1) Encyclopedia got the idea from a book.

2) His mother thought he would become a detective.

N> Tips for Teaching

Questions to draw out facts about the story:

1. 'What do you know about Encyclopedia and his parents?

1)

2)

How old was the boy? Why did people call him Encyclopedia? What was unusual
about this boy?
What did his father do? Why did he ask the boy more questions than anyone else?

2. What do you know about Idaville, the town where the Browns lived?

1)
2)
3)
4)

In what way was Idaville similar to other American towns?
In what way was it unusual?
Why was it that the town’s police force could solve all the cases in the past year?

How were the hardest cases solved? Did the people in the town know this?

3. How was the Natty Nat case solved?

1y

2)

3)

When did Chief Brown tell his son about the case? Did he ask the boy to solve the
case? Can you explain why?

Did the boy accept the story told by Dillon? What was the question he asked his
father? Why was that information important? Had what the boy thought really
happened?

Why was the boy able to solve the case when his father couldn’t?

> Detailed Discussion of the Text

1. But everyone else in ldaville called him Encyclopedia. (para. 1)
everyone else: else & Bl 7], @ % W ALE A & L8 J5 1, %0 something else, nothing else,
everything else, anything else, somebody else, nobody else, anybody else %,

2. ...all branches of knowledge arranged alphabetically. (para. 2)
arranged & zhi7] arrange fid Z:43 181, 1B A € 18 21§ I 4 i7] knowledge, #H24 T3 &



M ] which is arranged 23 | which is,

Leroy Brown’s head was like an encyclopedia. It was filled with facts he
had learned from books. (para. 3) 1 FF F A KBHLE—KEGHAL P, BHT
e F5 b ARG APAE 41,
(sb./sth.) to be like sb./sth. else: 1x B like /7], Fon “RILPsitE", SHERNA
IR AR E, ERIE, Xn:

Our class is like a big family. & 111 #532 B8 — AN K B,

Our teachers are just like our fathers and mothers. # Jf 111 #.4% L& —4F
like 57 1EE ATLA S H M Z Bhid, 4n feel, grow, look, seem &M, #n:

At the party, the young man felt like a fish out of water. ARA L, IANHFFRAEA L,
like + & / R IER FTLAERIE, &Mahia, 4n.

Idaville, however, only looked like the usual American town. It was, really, most

unusual. (para. 6) ,

The man slept like a child until noon. iX A~ B AR I -F—4 08k 5| P 4

Hearing the news, the mother cried like a baby. "F 2| X AN &, X3 B ERET—

HRTEE,

He was like a complete library walking around in sneakers. (para. 3)
walking around in sneakers: BL{E4r iR 1E, VEEIE{&1H a complete library,
walk around: & &b & 3, 2| &b EE4%&
in sneakers: EIRIE, friAlin Fork “FF (K. #. B%)", 0.
She looks ten years younger in jeans. ¥ + 4154, A L F82T+ %,
I can’t walk fast in high heels. F 23 #2 & & b,

But what was more important was that... (para. 4)

what was more important & &ZiF N A), "JUAFI—fR&iA—HE, EEIE. BiE. FiEM,
EE, WETFREERI NG, A& BREEN FH FESE BRI EELASN, SR
JE MR RAHIEF, K.

... what he said (M 4]) What did he say? (4#7%k%ER]H))
... how he solved the case (M H)) How did he solve the case? (4¢5k8EA]4))
... why he was so sure (JA 1)) Why was he so sure? (Bp5%k5ER)A))

... people were always stopping him on the street to ask him questions.
(para. 4)

be + always/forever doing sth.: XRHMAERE XL H IR E K ENERE, LHLEANFEK
H’J;o R!Z[]:



10.

11.

12.

The baby is always crying during the night. ;X B )L&E 2% K,

He was always complaining. 4% 7785 7 #305%

But his father asked him more questions than anyone else. (para. 4)
than anyone else: & FE45 I ELESCIR1E M AJ, anyone else & M AR EIE, HEERIE £

asked him,

the chief of police (para. 4)

chief: (28] KA EY) H4, KHMFA
police: %7, % 3R]

the chief of police ¥§ “#gt)HK",

idaville, however, only looked like the usual American town. (para. 6)
however F1 but & BAHF, FsEHr, {H however s LATEEITR], HAEEIEMIBIE ZE,
EfATE.

It was, really, most unusual. (para. 6)
Ak most ANFKIRTE 2 1H] unusual B BRIE, MARIE, BES very #HlE, A
HRmrEAESER, 2HmAE. Xan:
Thank you. We’ve had a most enjoyable evening. #t#, A~ X 8, b & A1 F AR 8,
(EE R G R A £ AR RBRIGIIIE)
The president will be most pleased to meet you again in Beijing. 2. 4.4 669 AL 7 A
hLE R BB AEF 5,
unusual: un- FEFRIEFFRA R, FTLLE TR LR AT AR FTIR, RS R IE4HERE

& &, 41 unhappy, unable, uncommon, unsure, unimportant, uncomfortable, untrue 2,

For nearly a whole year, no criminal had escaped arrest or got away
with breaking a law. (para. 7) -
get away with sth {7 & J& /& not to be caught or punished when you have done something
wrong, XZii:
Those who cheat in exams won’t get away with it. Z XA HXBFA T & 5.
He thought he could get away with it when he took the money because his father had
powerful connections. # &R AIAZE VL ARIE L B, B IERRBAEE XA,

One evening at dinner, Mr. Brown said, “Natty Nat has struck again. He
has held up another store—and right here in our town.” (para. 8)
one evening: A X ¥, L, {F&E, XNHEIERIEATEMIriA, Xan: one day #— X ;



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

“one spring #/ —3F & X ; one Sunday morning — N 2 21 £ % & .

atdinner: A MR 1%, [FEXE at IR, Xan:
He is at a meeting. 4. & 7 &,
She was at the theater. 4 A% B /£ 2%, 15,
They were at class when the earthquake started. 3. K &, 4414 L€,
strike (struck, struck): fEiX B2 “ZRAREH” K T HEHE.,
right here: L& X 2, right /E3X 2, fEMEIESH., Xn.
hold up: 1X B 17 to rob a bank, store etc. with guns, 4 4 29
right now 3, &3 A& right in my hand 3, A& &K F 2
right this morning 3t &4~ X ¥ & right behind you #t, A& 1 & &

I wrote down everything he told me about the holdup. (para. 12)
holdup & ) IAIMEIRIH RAIE A7, MAWEH, $eEretshir hekset, Fishix%k
WCEARE -

handout ¢ % #5444 pushup 4% B} 4%

standby & B #9 A R4k comeback ¥ik

He had on a gray coat with a belt in the back. (para. 14) {4 ¥ —# %5 e
HER EINE,
to have sth. on /& “ZEEEFKIR” HIEE, Y.

That day, she had a new dress on. R X, #F T &% RIR.

“But the Emperor has nothing on!” a boy cried out.

2R, EFRHALEAFT T —ADNFHE T A,

He told me to turn and face the wall. (para. 14)
face fEIX RAEZNI M. FiEHA KBALITERIE, tha KEZHIATIELIA, TG
IR R ELHRAME DL, X R RIEMEGIANEE H ik —, EEENEE,

Since he had a gun, I did as he said. (para. 14)
since ££3X LR “BEAR”, FIRtARIBM A RR M BIBE” #Y since A,
RIEHAREFCEA ZFHARESL, BERINE L T30k, P804,

I was alone in the store. I did not know anyone had come in... “The case

is solved!” (paras. 14-17)

Mr. Dillon HJBRA BLIK K 4%, Chief Brown {45 & IE MIIBELE, T Encyclopedia

Hfgth TRERA, WEtRILRNIEHE: “H_E%BGE Natty Nat (B B9 " Kk, 24 Chief

Brown [E] Z 1 {2 H It , Encyclopedia ghi: “XMRFHET! 7 #E, iBEH T Mr.
5



18.

19.

20.

21.

23.

Dillon #J R Z5hHL.

He never stands still long enough for a picture to be taken. (para. 16)

still FEXBEAR “IH8R” MER, MlERER, X “fFEr, TmhH” ZE.

“_.. Mr. Dillon was robbed by the same man who has been robbing other
stores in the state.” (para. 18)

who has been robbing: BL{EFE BT, FoRid KX EABHAREAL—BEEEITRIZNE,
state {EiX HAFEERT “IM7,

Why, | believe you are right, son! (para. 26)
why fEix B IR, Ratir. A, Xan.
Why, are you mad? & A%, {R|H47?
Why, you don’t want to go with me! & 2, {RIAAIRK |

He rushed out of the dining room. (para. 27)
ZhiASETE rush out o4 “FRi; thH”, BLALALAZRIL Chief Brown fYaYLLME .

High School (para. 31)
{E3HE, high school 514,

Mrs. Brown sighed. (para. 31) .
Why did Mrs. Brown sigh? Did this have anything to do with her job before marriage?
As a former teacher, Mrs. Brown must have strict rules about her son’s eating habits. But

today she felt that her son deserved an extra piece of pie.

> Transiation of the Text

o - IR

ABEAETMBRKRE LT, iU eE 2R, (BREFRES, HAEUE T
Brad”,

ARt Bt —AR—ES, HEEEFIHRFHEFIRA & RZRE BHF.

BB - AHIRKN R — A AR 2T, S T A EERRIR R, bR s
s o EEE R R I — G E A,

HEEERENRE, INTEFXEH. AMBEWESAT. L, AMNSFEERE L
R R X R AR R A R A2 T MfbRISGRARIEAE, FHASESHHMERERK, M
RAH LR L .



10
11
12

13
14

15
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

XAE EANKRT, ZKEEkk, SAEMEMBRE M, 5. #8.
BELA R BT EE . ELREERE R/ MR X ER £,

ik, FRgEPHERR RENSENEERE. Lhrl, BTEELRTE,

FEML— SRR E] B, {8 — A TR AR o S kI ik A O 2, o — 5 HEE BT
B LEWEREENSE, HEERFEMENALERBRAPEE “THB” WRE. b
AP BT AR AR B AR+ % R FE BT 2 B AT A0 B LT 1 o BEL W A (It
PRBEfRE, SR, A ANMERE LEENAEENERELE -ANBT, HRIUE “HFR
2457 FIPRMEITEAR LK, EERILPMBIMNFAESR D% R, #IEhikdts
ARE—HME—ARRERE, MKRRRIEA C. AEED R AR ML T8 Kt
B, W SARE XA FLAE R/ NF TR B A AT AR IR 2

—RUICHEIRHIBI B, ABASEAEDL: “O03F B XERT., X T -KlE—
fEixH, JAHEE”

‘o, 882 7 “ARLEE” HE,
KRR e AT RIIBR B IR T AR BRI,

“DREER BN RS - 4900 7 “ERELH” X,

KIS AEA N RINFE - VTR A RISe A [ EGE R 05X ke SR S 3%
ERILSK TR T, TALBVRITIT,”

“BREH” HETWR, 24 EIFEINEEIZ RGN, fhiagxrt,
LHEERAE M, RREEABTARLRT, BR, RFH—-AJZAHEE
BHFEARANTF, KAk, RASLERGITHLLR LILATA BE - WA, BR
EHLE—H, m%?——ﬁ%@ﬁ%%éﬁ&é%é& o] R4 BATEE, T 2HM,
AT AL T, FRAARLTRE, RAHAGEACLERLT.,
SORUWTEZE, “BRed” RT —ANAE. Wb - giEn g R 7
TR, RREE., M ERRE, MEIEAE RGBSR Tk, AR
b, FLE, BRAMEMBELESL, AL RN BRI B S R EE—
JEREHIK GBI E,”

“ARER” ZARBIT TR, “XHRFET!

REFERBE? |7 BAGERME., R 8, REIKEEEN AR T
AN 2 FIE AR

AU TARERT B, “BAREEIREIER, KEAAREER, fhEH AR
R

“MhhH SRR 7 EBIRE, :

INARMAER TR, NAMILAKAGGE, Bl TATEmREhx.”
“BBFE,” BBRUL, “RELXZEE?

CIRTEE, 045, “HRER” . KA AR E S EE RN - I RIER DA
T —HEERFEHNRKEINE, stIEHR ERIEE.”

“MrTRERER.” MEARKB.




25 "BARBER R, “AFREB” W, KRELERFEGEIBIANEE. A
XAV, Bakicmg? 7

26 “ZWI LT, WL T ARRKME. ‘ARG T A CERE, hia T4
(K ARIER, fh2E— Rkl 7 ikmAuhE! 7

27 VisE, MEMET M ik,

28 PG, BERUL, “UREMEALTT B B 7

29 AR "EREE” . "HEMN-FBEEIN, ZABIIR AR MR KAt
LULEPIE = 7 B

30 “MELT BRRESHRUL, “XIERDAENT. FAE. KIS R EL 2 HE, BERKX
THREEA—AME”

31 4, “EHReTT U, “REESRERC —BREDE? T ABIRKRN T — AR, dhEELERT
WAEIR AR R BOEE . S, IRATLA

> Key to the Exercises

1. false 2.false 3.true 4.true 5.false 6.false 7.true 8. false 9.true 10. false

1) An encyclopedia is a book or a set of books that gives /_ information on all / branches
of / knowledge arranged alphabetically.

2) Leroy Brown’s head was like an encyclopedia. It was filled with / facts he had learned
from / books.

3) He was like a complete library walking around in /_sneakers.

4) No wonder / people were always stopping him on the street to ask him / questions.

5) The town had _/ four banks, _/

stations, / churches, / schools, / stores, and / comfortable houses on /_ shady streets.

three movie theaters, the usual number of / gas

And it had the average number of / crimes for a community of its size.
6) Of course, nobody knew the boy was the mastermind behind the town’s police force.
7) Mr. Brown never said a word about the advice his son gave him.

8) He had on a gray coat with a belt in the back, just as the newspapers said. He told me to




turn and face the wall.

9) But every policeman in the state knows he always wears the gray coat with a belt in the back.

10) 1 got it from a book I read about a great detective and his methods of / observation.

D T —— s ;
| |
|

l—‘
! |
I |
| |
| |
T — ... |

asetof —%&---

2)
walk in sneakers ZEHERIKzshEEER 4
more than kb Z 1 6)
hold up (HE DK HEM) a5 8)
face to face with F1--- X H 10)
in fact 5K, sKbs b 12)
make up the whole story ZRiE8NEFE  14)

apiece of —Jf, —H, —riF

be filled with ZET ---
be full of il T

get away with [ IR ARZALT
look up £ L% ; #

have on a gray coat 5 &K (a5 E
from beginning to end M-LF 2
grow up KARBA

B — sy
—r
|
|
|
T — —_— )

give information fZfitf5 8 2)
break a law 3 L 4)
give advice P EIN 6)
face the wall Ti] X3 B 8)
wear that gray coat ZEEAHKAINE  10)

D
2)
3)
4)

5)
6)

7

8)

He likes (

R

) fish very much.

escape arrest ki g4l
solve the case fif&
raise hands Z¢F

print/take a picture F[I / 315k B
rob that store & EARK )5

Like (IE4n; #t{%) you said, I was like (&) a fish out of water.
Railroads are owned (#145) by the state (E|%) in our country.
In the United States, the state (#}) government also has the right (¥ }7) to tax its

own (HC.HY) people.

Just as the saying goes: Still (##1-:#J) water runs deep.
I don’t think he is right (¥f#YJ) about the race (Fj%&) problem in our country. Still (/&
F4npk) , he has the right (£2F1]) to express his views.
Their economy is almost standing still (&1 4 %) . It has been in this state (R {%)

since (M ---F|FLLE) three years ago.

You can’t run in the race (JILb#E) today since (RE5R) you have a fever.
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information
marriage
observation
robber

sneakers

unusual
shady
American
missing
comfortable
carefully
proudly
holdup
policeman

mastermind

H3hia] inform fn I 44 1a]iH 2 -(a) tion #3/%)

(#id, HzhiEl marry, y ik iJg, TN E 4 iRiRJE -age #k)

(#1d, hzhid observe, FHiLEEN e, FEMAIRAITR -(a) tion #Hk)
(%, H3hia rob MEHHEIITH I #IAIHR -er Hypk)

(#1d], HiZhia] sneak jin kA TATE R -er Mk, TEEXE -er $5HIRE AN,

A, EE—RRA, FiLAHE )

(725, HIEZ A usual fn L1k un- M5, FoRMR)

(B2, i shade, XHEERM e, N EERFTER -y #95%)
(JE725iA, 4418 America fin 28117 2 -(a)n #4958
(BLES iRl IE 2518, Hizhial miss fn_L: -ing #95%)

OB 1, H3hial comfort fin k#2817l )2 -able #y5%.)

(&1, £ care EATEIAE -ful, SRJEFNENFIRE -ly #95k)
(&iA], HIEZ%iR proud ik &IiHiH 2 -ly M)

(H A4, hzhid hold FIEIIA] up 4041 BE)

(E & 417, i police #1 man P/~ & A4 A1 k)

(E 440, fh master il mind 4 iAH A TK)

1) Turn the following sentences into general questions and then give brief answers. For

example,

Leroy was the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Brown.

— Was | eroy the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Brown?
— Yes, he was.

(D

Mr. Brown was the chief of police of Idaville.

Q: Was Mr. Brown the chief of police of Idaville?
A: Yes, he was.

2)

Encyclopedia was Mr. Brown’s son.

Q: Was Encyclopedia Mr. Brown'’s son?
A: Yes, he was.

3)

He was called that because his head was filled with facts.

Q: Was he called that because his head was filled with facts?
A: Yes, he was.

“4)

An encyclopedia gives information on all branches of knowledge.




Q: Does an encyclopedia give information on all branches of knowledge?
A: Yes, it does. (It gives information on all branches of knowledge.)

(5) Idaville looked like the usual American town.
Q: Did Idaville look like the usual American town?
A: Yes, it did. (It looked like the usual American town.)
(6) Idaville had the average number of crimes for a community of its size.
Q: Did Idaville have the average number of crimes for a community of its size?
A: Yes, it did. (It had the average number of crimes.)

(7) No criminal had escaped arrest or got away with breaking a law.

Q: Had any criminal escaped arrest or got away with breaking a law?

A: No, no one had. (No criminal had escaped arrest or got away with breaking a
law.)

(8) That was because the town’s policemen were clever and brave.

Q: Was that because the town’s policemen were clever and brave?
A: No, it wasn’t only that.
(9) Nobody knew a boy was the mastermind behind the town’s police force.

Q: Did anybody know that a boy was the mastermind behind the town’s police

force?
A: No, nobody did. (Nobody knew that a boy was the mastermind behind the town’s
police force.)

(10) Mr. Brown never said a word about the advice his son gave him.

Q: Did Mr. Brown ever say anything about the advice his son gave him?
A: No, he never did. (He never said a word about it.)
(11) Natty Nat has struck again. He has held up another store.
Q: Has Natty Nat struck again? Has he held up another store?
A: Yes, he has. (He has struck again. He has held up another store.)
(12) I am sure the robber was Natty Nat.

Q: Are you sure the robber was Natty Nat?

A: Yes, ’'m sure. (I'm sure the robber was Natty Nat.)
(13) Mr. Brown wrote down everything Mr. Dillon told him about the holdup.

Q: Did Mr. Brown write down everything Mr. Dillion told him about the holdup?
A: Yes, he did. (He wrote down everything Mr. Dillion told him about the holdup.)

2) Complete the following disjunctive questions and then give brief answers.
For example,
— The newspapers never printed Natty Nat’s picture, did they?

— No, they didn’t.
(1) — Natty Nat had never been caught, had he?

11



— No, he hadn’t.
(2) —The store was owned by Mr. Dillon, wasn’t it?

— Yes, it was.

(3) — Natty Nat always had on a gray coat with a belt in the back, didn’t he?
— Yes, he did.
(4) — The case was finally solved by Leroy, wasn’t it?

— Yes, it was.

(5) — There was no holdup this time, was there?
— No, there wasn’t.

(6) — He lied from beginning to end, didn’t he?
— Yes, he did.

3) Complete the special questions with the help of the answers given. For example

b

— How many children did Mr. and Mrs. Brown have?
— Mr. and Mrs. Brown had only one child.
(1) — What did Mr. and Mrs. Brown call their son?
— They called him Leroy.
(2) — What did people in Idaville call the boy?
— Everyone else in Idaville called him Encyclopedia.

(3) — Why did they call him Encyclopedia?

— Because Leroy was like a complete library walking around in sneakers.

(4) — Why were people in Idaville always stopping Leroy?

— They were always stopping the boy to ask him questions.
(5) — Who asked him more questions than anyone else?

— His father asked him more questions than anyone else.
(6) — What did Mr. Brown do?

— Mr. Brown was the chief of police in Idaville.

(7) — What did the town look like?
— The town looked like the usual American town.

(8) — How many banks were there in the town?
— There were four banks in the town.

(9) — Why had no criminal escaped arrest in the past year?
— No criminal had escaped arrest in the past year because the town’s policemen were
clever and brave, but most importantly because Chief Brown was Leroy’s father.
(10) — Who was Mr. Brown’s best detective?

— His 10-year-old son Leroy was his best detective.
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

An encyclopedia is a book ... that glves information... (ﬁ;’lﬁ)ﬁ’j Hzi{%)

(1) A dictionary is a book that d explains the words of a language ives th
translation (usually arranged alphal_)etically ).

(2) A cook book is a book that tells people how to cook.

(3) A gas station is a place that sells gas and other goods to car-drivers beside the road,
(4) A movie theater is a place that shows movies to viewers.

He was like a complete library walking around in sneakers. (f\if]f{)8 HEIE)

(1) He was like a boy of 15 singing and dancing the whole evening,
(2) She was like an angel looking after me all the time.
(3) He was like a little child crying for the moon.

What was more important was that the boy could think. (M f)fi3:1%)

(1) Whatis clear is tha; he stole the money.

(2) What is known to all is that he did not lie.

(3) What he said was correct.

(4) What she told me was good news.

No wonder people were always stopping him on the street to ask him questions. (always
TRl W RS R —FhoR SIS B, B SRR St 5
(1) You are always running around all the time. You should have some rest.

(2) She is always helping those who are in need. People all like her.

(3) Inever believe the ads. They are always exaggerating.

(4) Idon’tlike him. He is always complaining.

Since he had a gun, I did as he said. (since £ “BESR™ fiR)

(1) Since you have been there so many times, please be our guide.
(2) Since you are not hungry, I will eat alone.

(3) Since the problem has already been solved, Why is it some people are still unhappy?
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