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PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION

A REPRINT of the fifth edition—prepared in war-time—being
exhausted, the author has felt it a duty to prepare a new edition,
specially adapted to meet the conditions and problems of the post-
war period.

The duties of public health officials, and of the sanitary inspector
in particular, tend ever to extend in scope and to increase in im-
portance. The need of the student for specialised training is greater
than ever before ; the problems, both administrative and technical,
of post-war development are such as to make the most exacting
demands upon all who hold responsible office in the Public Health
Service.

The technology of hygiene and sanitation can never remain
static ; new problems arise, new materials are developed, and new
methods evolved.

In order to meet the needs of the student at a time when many of
the recognised courses of instruction are still suspended, and with
a view to assisting the busy administrator in office, the author has
undertaken a thorough revision of the book. The technical portions
have been carefully revised and amended ; a considerable amount
of new matter has been added.  Several of the original illustrations
have been redrawn to harmonise with the trends of modern practice ;
some are omitted and some new illustrations have been added.
Despite a ruthless pruning where necessary, the revision has
resulted in some enlargement.

Special care has been taken in bringing up to date the outlines
of the Law relating to each subject, but—beyond brief references
in particular cases—it has been thought neither necessary nor
desirable to include provisions of a purely emergency character.

The author is deeply indebted to Mr. James R. Hayhurst.
M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Inspector to the City of Longden, wha
kindly undertook to read and revise the pages on Pragtied[ Meat
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vi PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION

Inspection ; also to Mr. K. P. Keywood, Chief Inspector to the
Worshipful Company of Fishmongers, who kindly undertook to
read and revise the chapter on Fish Inspection. The co-operation
of these high authorities will be appreciated by the reader as it is
by the author, who gladly expresses his grateful thanks for the
valuable assistance he has received in dealing with these specialised
subjects.

The author is also indebted to many friends in Great Britain and
other parts of the Empire for suggestions whereby the usefulness
of the book might be increased. As far as possible, without losing
sight of the original intention to keep the book of moderate size,
these suggestions have been accepted and acted upon.

No effort has been spared to ensure the sixth edition being in all
respects fitted to fulfil its objective as a sound foundation for study,
and a reliable vade-mecum for the sanitary inspector in office and
for all concerned with public health administration.

Acknowledgment is again made to The Controller of His Majesty’s
Stationery Office by whose permission extracts are made from
Statutes, Orders, Regulations, Model Byelaws and Official
Memoranda.

H. H. C.
LonpoN, March 1947.



PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

For many years the need for a handbook dealing specially with the
duties of sanitary inspectors and similar officials was largely met by
the well-known volume written by the late Mr. Albert Taylor, and
revised in its last edition by the late Mr. John H. Clarke.

Under the ever widening scope of public health administration,
however, and in view of the high standard demanded of students
presenting themselves for the examination of the Royal Sanitary
Institute and Sanitary Inspectors Examination Joint Board, the need
has arisen for a handbook, more comprehensive and more in accord
with the progressive demands of modern times, than has been avail-
able hitherto. At the request of the publishers, this volume has
been prepared to meet that need and to replace the earlier work
referred to above.

Despite the number and variety of the subjects necessarily
included in a book of this character, the author has endeavoured, as
far as is practicable within the limits of a single volume of convenient
size, to cover the whole range of the duties of a sanitary inspector,
observing due proportion in the attention given to each subject, and
while dealing fully and in detail with some subjects, omitting none
that is of real importance.

The author has always felt that the subjects to be studied by
sanitary inspectors are by no means of an uninteresting character.
It has been his endeavour to make this book *‘ readable " and such
as to rob systematic study of much of its inherent drudgery.

Few things are of more practical value to executive public health
officers, either in examination or in practice, than the ability to
illustrate answers or suggestions by sketches. In order to assist
readers in this direction, the liberal illustration of technical matters
has been made a special feature of the book ; every illustration being
from an original line drawing in which sectional details are shown,
and which the reader may reproduce or develop for himself

v



viii PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

Extracts from Acts of Parliament and from Orders and
Regulations issued by the Minister of Health are included with the
permission of His Majesty’s Stationery Office.

The author expresses his grateful thanks to his colleague Mr. L.
Kluth for valuable assistance rendered by him in preparing the more
important illustrations ; to Mr. J. Jones, Meat and Foods Inspector
of the City of London, for assistance with the chapter on Meat
Inspection; and to Mr. C. Hattersley, Chief Inspector of the Fish-
mongers’ Company, for assistance with the chapter on Fish
Inspection.

He is also indebted to Professor W. W. Jameson, and Lieut.-
Col. G. S. Parkinson, D.S.0., of the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, for many valuable suggestions and much help in
* compiling the book.

Thanks are also due to the Council of the Royal Sanitary Institute
for permission to illustrate the drainage systems recently erected in
the Parkes Museum, and also to the firms mentioned in the List of
Illustrations, or in the text, for the use of blocks specially prepared

for the purposes of this book.
H. H. C.
LonNDON, April 1933.



INTRODUCTION

FIRST EDITION

TuE office of Sanitary Inspector has become much more highly
technical and specialised within the British Empire than anywhere
else in the world, and the duties for which an inspector is respon-
sible are extremely diverse. Nowadays he has to shoulder re-
sponsibilities of a most varied character and is expected to possess
a high degree of technical knowledge. Recent housing legislation
has added greatly to his work and the success of this country’s
programme of housing reform is in no small measure due to the skill
and energy displayed by sanitary inspectors often in the face of very
considerable difficulties. There are few problems encountered by
health departments in the solution of which the help of a well-
trained and competent inspector is not of the utmost value.

It has long been recognised that, if a sanitary inspector is to do his
work to his own and his local authority’s satisfaction, he must have
undergone a period of special training at the conclusion of which the
inevitable examination has had to be surmounted. The Examina-
tion Board very properly demands from candidates an ever
increasing standard of general education and technical knowledge ;
the benefits of this are already being reflected in the work
of health departments.

The need for a handbook of this sort is beyond all doubt, and there
can be no one better fitted than Mr. Clay to be its author. In
addition to many years of practice in one of the most progressive
health departments in England, Mr. Clay has had the advantage
of long experience as a teacher and examiner in practical sanita-

tion. His plan of summarising the law, so far as it concerns
ix



X INTRODUCTION

the inspector, at the commencement of each chapter should be
helpful to methodical study, and although in practice the applica-
tion of the law is confined to Great Britain the principles involved
are brought out in such a manner as to be valuable to public health
officials in the Colonial Service as well as at home.

I have read the manuscript with a great deal of interest, and I am
certain the book will prove most helpful to all students preparing
themselves for the sanitary inspector’s and similar examinations,
and will in addition be found a valuable work of reference in public
health departments.

WILSON JAMESON.
LoNDoON, A4pril 1933.
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