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Reader’s Guide

This Reader’s Guide performs two functions within the encyclopedia. One, the headings alone describe, at a
broad level, the kinds of topics covered in the field of social psychology. Looking at the overarching categories,
one can see that social psychology studies cognition (thought) and action, helpful and hurtful behaviors, emo-
tions and decisions, culture and evolution, the self and social relationships, as well as health and problematic
behaviors. That’s quite a range of topics! The second purpose of the Reader’s Guide is related to the first in that
it helps readers who are already interested in a topic find new topics that may be of interest. In this way, the
Reader’s Guide provides links among topics. Either way it is used, we hope that you find yourself reading entries
from all of the general categories, given the wealth of interesting and important information to learn here.
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