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PREFACE

Elements of English Composition is addressed partic-
ularly to pupils of senior high school age, whether they
are in the first year of a four-year serior high school or
the third year of a junior high school. It continues the
course in English begun in Elements of English, Books
One and Two. However, this third book is a complete,
independent text, reviewing the material of the first
two books and giving additional material adapted to
the needs of more mature pupils.

Elements of English Composition provides a complete
program of English study, the different phases being
arranged in chapters that treat each division of the
subject fully. Each chapter is in turn broken up into
small convenient units that lend themselves to a
flexible program. of English activities adapted to
individual teaching.

The subject of informal English, so often neglected, is
presented fully. The theory, the illustrations, and the
program of pupil activities are presented in a way that
facilitates the teaching of conversation, discussion,
story-telling, and informal speech making. The vari-
ous levels of English are treated simply and frankly,
with due recognition of the place of informal, idiomatic
speech in everyday activities.

The composition activities, both oral and written,
are closely related to life situations which confront the
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iv PREFACE

pupil almost every day. The pupil’s codperation is
secured, because each activity is motivated.

There is an abundance of illustrative material, vary-
ing in difficulty to meet the needs of pupils of different
ability. This material is selected from the best con-
temporary literature.

In the presentation of the theory and in the program
of pupil activities, modern educational method is
inherent. Elements of English Composition is the out-
growth of years of experience in the classroom and
experimenting with pupils of widely varying abilities.
The actual classroom procedure is indicated in the sug-
gestions for pupil activities.

The pictorial illustrations serve to remind pupils
that their own experiences are valuable sources of ma-
terial for oral and written composition. They are
encouraged to observe and reflect ; their minds are thus
enriched and their emotions and imagination cultivated.

S.S.C.-
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