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Preface

. what a long strange trip it’s been .

So sang the Grateful Dead in the 1970s, when, in retrospect, their careers were
only in an intermediate stage. The same refrain can be sung for sociology. This
discipline, barely a century old (sociology is a relatively young science—only
about 100 years old in Europe and slightly younger than that in America, a mere
adolescent by intellectual standards), has witnessed the enormous social changes
of the twentieth century. These changes include unsurpassed prosperity, a Depres-
sion that wreaked havoc with people’s lives, several wars of varying lengths and
questionable motivations, numerous natural disasters, an explosion in the produc-
tion of knowledge, the rise of new media forms such as television, a grassroots
student revolution that virtually altered the social patterns of society, so-called
mind expanding drugs such as LSD, communication upheavals caused by innova-
tions such as the Internet and cell phones, and myriad other inventions, events,
and ideas that have shaped the world in which we now live. And sociology, the
science of society, has been there to witness the impact of these profound trans-
formations. Arguably, no other academic discipline is better suited to assess, ana-
lyze, evaluate, and predict what these changes have wrought.

You are about to begin an odyssey, a journey into a new realm of thinking
that, if taken seriously, can change the way you view the world. The “sociological
imagination,” as the mid-century sociologist C. Wright Mills referred to it, can
transform one’s perspective on reality so that even the most mundane, seemingly
trivial aspects of everyday life take on added significance. Further, the big issues
that face us, such as social inequality, political corruption, crime, and environ-
mental decay, can also be looked at with fresh eyes to lend increasing clarity to

xiii



PREFACE

why these exist and how we can improve conditions. Like the visionary film-
maker Stanley Kubrick predicted decades ago, the early twenty-first century will
be a space odyssey into domains we could not even have dreamed about a scant
decade ago.

We are pleased to be your guides in these travels. Over the course of the next
several months, with the assistance of your professor, we will explore parts of so-
ciety that may either be very familiar to you or seem very far away. In either case,
we hope to enlighten you about the social world that surrounds you. For the
most part, the selections we have chosen are “experience-near” for you, such as
on the change of identity you experienced from high school to college, the pop-
ularity of children in cliques, student participation in classrooms, public bath-
room behavior, high school reunions, intermarriage, the Internet, and the
behavior of some fraternity members. Other topics may not be as integral to your
everyday lives, but relevant nevertheless. These include people on welfare, women
with sexually transmitted diseases, skinheads, upper-level drug dealers and smug-
glers, illicit drug use by pharmacists, gang behavior, and the work of impover-
ished new immigrants. We hope that at the end of this journey you will have a
better understanding of the social dynamics of society and the complexities that
make up your world.
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we give our sincerest and heartfelt thanks.
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value of creating such a text. Most particularly, Paul Colomy (University of Den-
ver), provided critical feedback at a time when we were unsure of the precise di-
rection we wanted to take. His intellectual guidance will forever be appreciated.
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emotional support to pursue this endeavor. Other friends and colleagues, such as
Dean Birkenkamp, Dan Cress, Gary Alan Fine, Chuck Gallmeier, Bob Granfield,
Rik Scarce, and D. Angus Vail, gave us some ideas that were used in making our
choices. Our children, Jori (now a superb sociologist in her own right) and Brye,
offer us a perspective to evaluate what a college student wants to hear, as well as a
model for what parents want to see in their progeny. No thank-you would be
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complete without the inclusion of Dorene Miller, Administrative Assistant at the
University of Denver, who time and again has bailed us out. She unselfishly does
the tough work and lends the type of support without which projects such as
these could not flourish. Finally, we are fortunate to have a cadre of comrades,
our proteges, who have also given us advice and encouragement along the way.
Kathy Fox, Angela Yancik, Laurie Scarborough Voss, Dana Jones Hubbard, Joanna
Gregson Higginson, Jennifer Lois, Katy Irwin, Adina Nack, and Kevin David
Vryan are all now full-fledged collaborators with us in the joint sociological en-
terprise we share. We lovingly dedicate this book to them.

A team of sociological reviewers were also an important cog in assuring that
the selections in this book had the most relevance to students’ lives:

David Boden Jane Johnson

Lake Forest College Southwest Texas State University
John Bridges David Maines

Kutztown University Oakland University

Kevin Early Alvar Nieves

Oakland University Wheaton College

Patti Guiffre
Southwest Texas State University

We are grateful for the quick turnaround they gave in reviewing the book, as
well as the thoughtful comments about the numerous ways that introductory so-
ciology can be taught.

At Wadsworth Publishing Company, in addition to the steadfast work of Eve
Howard, mentioned previously, there have been a number of individuals who
have assisted us. Most especially, Dee Dee Zobian, assistant to Eve Howard, did
more of the daily work than anyone else to assure the timeliness of the project.
Dee Dee treated us as if we were her only project, when in reality she was simul-
taneously juggling a dozen or more ventures. Others, such as Jerilyn Emori, Bob
Kauser, and Andrea Bednar made sure that the final product was produced with
the professionalism that has become the hallmark of Wadsworth’s operation. This
list would not be complete without mentioning others in the publishing industry
who either directly or indirectly helped us. Notably, Serina Beauparlant, formerly
of Wadsworth but now holding court at Mayfield, was literally the first person to
try to cajole us into doing this book. No other person deserves more credit than
Serina for giving birth to the embryo that has culminated in this final product.
Dean Birkenkamp (Rowman and Littlefield), Mitch Allen (Alta Mira), and
Martha Heller (formerly of Rutgers University Press) are all editors with whom
we've worked who remind us of the scholarly and intellectual fortunes, rather
than merely economic ones, that are borne out through our books. They repre-
sent the best that publishing has to offer.

To our students, past, present, and future, and to our readers, we thank you for
your patience, diligence, and understanding. We hope that we have been able to
convey the sociological perspective in such a way as to make you as excited about
applying it to your lives as it is for us to teach it to you.
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