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PREFACE

It is essential for the formation of Tibetan textbooks and
reference books that the technical termsin every subject
are standardized. Technical terms carry significant in-
formation , and consequently it is of vital importance
that they adhere to a standard. This is important for a
number of reasons , such as the distribution of knowl -
edge , the sharing of technology , the exchange of cul -
ture, informationanddata. Standardization of technical
termsalsoplaysavery importantrolein the construction
of standardized Tibetan language as a whole. It assistsin
areas such as document management , culture , educa -
tion , press , development of science and technology in
Tibetan —inhabited areas. It will gradually contribute to
overcoming obstacles in communication both within

Tibetanlanguage, and with otherlanguages.

Theconstruction of technicaltermsisatask thatdemands
ahigh degree of commitmentand ability. The Chinese —
Tibetan —English Natural Science Terminology Series is
finally completedandisbeingdistributed. Morethanone
hundred experts have contributed to the compilation of
this series , including Tibetan editors , language teach -
ers, translators, someuniversitiesand colleges, scientif-
icresearchandtranslation groups. They represent the fi-
ve provinces and regions of Tibet , Qinghai, Sichuan ,

Gansuand Yunan. Thisbookisaresultoftheirdiligence



PREFACE 5

and commitment to scientific integrity , and their hard
work over many years. This is an authoritative book ,
whicheliminatesthelocaldialectdiscrepancies because it
is grounded on the principles of naming terminal terms

and word formingrulesofthe Tibetanlanguage.

The Chinese —Tibetan —English Natural Science Ter -
minology Series presented as a gift to the 50th Anniver -
sary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
will be read by many generations of feaders. This book is
undoubtedly a great contribution to the construction of
standardization and normalization of technical terms in
Tibetan language. On the occasion of the publication of
this series , we are eager for the support and concern of
our society to assistin moving forward with the construc-
tion of the standardization of technical terms of Tibetan

language.

Xia Zhu ,Member of National Scientific and Technical
Terminology examination Commission & Head of De-
partment of Nationalities” Education of the Ministry of

Education

June 1,2000
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