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UNIT ONE TREND AND FASHION

1 Overload: More Time

1 So you think you have some of the good things in
life. You’ve got a video tape recorder and a device that
answers the phone for you. And there’s a gadget that turns
off the lights when you’re out. How about the electric knife,

the coffee maker and the ice maker?

2 Feel good about having all that stuff? Or do you
wonder whether the gadgets are running you instead of you

running them?

3 Americans apparently feel more hurried than ever
these days. Part of the reason is trying to keep up with the
demands on their time to purchase, store, service, repair,
replace, and protect all those “time saving” machines.
These add to them the problems of the extra car and the
bigger house. There’s the RV parked on the side lawn.
“ Americans are eating up their leisure time by overloading
themselves with all kinds of gadget ...” So says one expert

in marketing.

4 The downfall of lots of homes is trying to keep up
with all the things that go wrong. There’s the time spent to
call repair people. Next we must wait for them to show up.
Then there are the high hourly rates. These may force many
people into poor do-it-yourself hobs. And costly tools often

save little time because of the small scale of home repairs.

Is Less Time

video / 'vidiou / a. FEif#Y

recorder / ri'koido / n. FEH

device / di'vais / n. B#H, £ ¥
gadget / 'gedsit / n. IR, DA

stuff / staf / n. A#

apparently / o'peerontli / ad. B B3k

RV abbr. (%) Recreational Vehicle , 4%
ik

overload / ‘ouva’loud / v. (4&) M#; B
T

downfall / 'daunforl / n. XM (#ER)
show up I

hob / hob / n. #&7, H§

costly / 'kostli / a. FF#h; ML H&
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5 Likewise,“labor-saving” appliances may lighten the
house-work. But they save little time. Looking for the right
electric knife or other new gadget and getting it ready for use
often can take more time than doing the job by hand.
Studies show we spend even more time on laundry than our
grandparents did. That’s because we have more clothes and
wash them more often. Vacuum cleaners have raised
standards of cleanliness. But they tempt people to spend

more time than with a broom or dust rag.

6 Cars are another gobbler. One expert says that tires
and batteries last longer than they used to. But U.S. cars
are more prone to break down than they were. Plus, there
are more gadgets on them to go wrong. The growing
complexity of the car means most owners can no longer play
with a screwdriver and wrench under the hood to fix things

themselves.

7  Another problem we face more and more is dealing
with computers in place of people. Impersonal, cold, and
error-prone machines are replacing clerks. So to fix errors in
bills and other problems with a product or service often is a

slow and maddening process.

8 The nuraber of video games and other free time
objects grows. And the pressure of choice joins in, just to
choose a free time activity from all the options taxes many
people. And as people crowd their lives with things that eat
up too much of their time, they come to feel that time is

short. They feel they are in danger of wasting it.

9 In the end, then, the possessions we consume end

up consuming us.

likewise / ‘laikwaiz / ad. FElAfh; 4, X
labor-saving / ’leibaseivip / a. ¥ K F A
0 BBEFHRAEY

appliance / o' plaians / n. A £, B K,
B

lighten / 'laiton / v. W %2

laundry / ‘lomndri / n. #AR; HRE
vacuum / 'vekjuom / a. AR

cleanliness / 'kliinlinis / n. 7%

tempt / tempt / v. F&, 31F, &3l

dust / dast / n. A&k

rag / req / n. HHF

gobbler / 'goble / n. A& FEM A, H#
B

tire / 'taio / n.

battery / 'beetori / n. Wi, @ik

prone / proun / a. % F---#§

complexity / kam'pleksiti / n. H & ()
screwdriver / ‘skrurdraiva / n. A2 F
wrench / rentf / n. &4, RF

hood 7/ hud / n. HRELFHME

in place of K%

impersonal / im’paisonal / a. A
error-prone / 'era-jproun / a. % 5 A0ARR
madden / 'meedon / v. 4K JE, M

pressure / 'prefa / n. & H
option / 'spfon / n. i#&#
tax / teks / v %{,‘ﬁ’, ® g

consume / kon'sjuim / v. HF, K
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COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

I. Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.
1. What is the main idea of the passage?
A) Americans could not function well without their modern labor-saving machines.
B) Doing repairs on modern appliances takes too long.
C) Despite all their modern conveniences, Americans feel less relaxed than ever.
D) Technology has brought many useful gadgets to contemporary living.
2. Our grandparents spent on laundry
A) more time than we do
B) less time than we do
C) as much time as we do
D) as little time as we do
3. According to the passage, computers
A) are always faster and easier to deal with the problems than people
B) are more economical than people
C) also cause troubles
D) make fewer mistakes than people
4. According to the article, technical progress is bringing people
A) an enjoyable life
B) an easy life
C) a more difficult time
D) a rich life
5. What can you infer from the author?
A) The more appliances we own, the more free time we have.
B) The more appliances we own, the busier they keep us.
C) The more appliances we own, the less money we spend.
D) The more appliances we own, the more money we pay.
. In this part, you will judge the following statements according to the passage.
For questions 1 -7, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

1. Americans clearly feel more hurried than ever these days. [Y] [N] [NG)
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2. The extra car and the bigger house add the problems to them. [Y] [N] [NG]

. Costly tools can often save time because of the small scale of home repairs.

[Y]} [N] [NG]

4. Studies show we spend even more time on washing the dishes than our grandparents did.
[Y] [N] [NG]
5. One expert says that tires and batteries can last longer than they used to. So U. S. cars are
more difficult to break down than they used to be. [Y] [N] [NG]
6. Many people who choose a free time activity from all the options should pay taxes.
(Y] [N] [NG]
7. If we consume our possessions, we will be surely consumed by them. [Y] [N] [NG]
8. Americans are wasting their leisure time by
9. Vacuum cleaners tempt people to spend more time than
10. The growing complexity of the car means most owners can no longer under

the hood to fix things themselves.



2 Small Potatoes

1 We finally became victims of a crime. Someone
tried to steal our seven-year-old Toyota Camry, and, in the
process, smashed the passenger-side door handle. By the
standards of the current mayhem in New Orleans, it was
barely worth mentioning. I'd like to say that we didn’t call
the police because we figured, well, they have enough to

do. But reporting the crime never even occurred to us.

2 That’s particularly embarrassing because the night
when it happened, I spent several hours riding around with
a grizzled New Orleans'’ police sergeant, a friend of
someone I'm writing about in my book. In the course of the
night, he responded to one rape; the rest of the time we
spent driving through his blighted district’s nearly deserted
streets, puzzling over poorly written patrolmen’s reports in
the trailer that served as his station house, and eating fried
things with Coke at the Beach Corner Lounge, in fellowship

with some Louisiana National Guardsmen.

3 This sergeant was as frustrated with the crime in
New Orleans as anybody else — he said he’d never seen
police morale so low — and, in the manner of cops
everywhere, he grew positively operatic about the need for
cwic involvement in reducing crime. The number of people
actually committing violence in New Orleans is tiny, maybe
fewer than a thousand really bad guys, he said, hunching
over the wheel and staring into the darkness — which is
from where, for all I knew, he was pulling his statistics.
“Those knuckleheads won’t stop until the rest of the hundred
and ninety-nine thousand people in this city say they’re tired

of being held hostage, and start helping the police,” which

smash / smeef / v. irA, Hr#

mayhem / ‘meihem / n. #EFZ —F, #%
EHER

figure / 'fige / v. Hf&; A H

grizzle / 'gridl / vi. EAEKE

rape / reip / n. #¥y; R4

blight / blait / vt. B3

patrolman / ‘peetralman / n. ¥iEH (K3%
%)

trailer / 'treilo / n. £ 3EH; HE

frustrate / "frastreit / v, 4% B B) K&

morale / ma'ra:l / n. %,

operatic / opa'reetik / a. FAIHY; FKey
civic / 'sivik / a. WRH, MR

hunch / hantf / vi. B

statistics / sty’teestiks / n. ¥, it A
knucklehead / ‘naklihed / n. [£] &A,
YN

hostage / 'hostidz / n. AJf, #KIF&H
N.O.P.D. abbr. New Orleans Police Department
HRRREER

rot / ot/ v. B, B

burglar / 'ba:gle / n. H®, Kk

attorney / o'tomni / n. [ %] AIF
prosecute /' ‘prosikjut / vt. ALif

’
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isn’t likely to happen any time soon. Relations between the
people and the N. O.P.D.

burglar took a shot at the sergeant, some years later, the

are so rotten that, when a

district attorney was unable to prosecute. There was too great

a chance that the jury would side with the burglar.

4  The door handle of the Camry must have been
shattered some time between 5 a.m., when I returned
home, and daybreak. Margaret and 1 shrugged, called the
Toyota dealer to order the part, and went about our day.
Our landlord was furious when we told him about that. Peity
crime has whittled away his porch furniture, his bicycle,
even a couple of cement planters he used to keep in front of
the house. Major crime put a bullet in his back a few years
ago. (It’s still in his body; the Charity Hospital emergency-
room doctors wanted to send him home the same night, until
they found out he was a lawyer. ) “Call the police!” he
said. “They have to know this happened. They do nothing,
and when we complain, they say, nobody ever reports it to
us. Well, nobody ever reports it because they do nothing. ”
He scowled at the broken door handie, then turned toward

the house. “Wait here,” he said.

S He returned with a copy of the Times-Picayune. On
the editorial page was a letter from a man named Robert
Stickney who said that his fifteen-year-old son had been
assaulted the day before by four teen-agers who took his
money and his bicycle. The kid called 911, and eighteen
hours later was still waiting for a police officer to show up to

take the report.

6 We hated to lift the phone. Brenda Marie Osbey,
the poet laureate of Louisiana, was scheduled to begin
reading at the Gold Mine Saloon in the French Quarter in

half an hour. Good citizenship, however, has its price. We

shatter / '[wto / vt. ITH, IR

shrug / [rag/ v. %A

go about % F#, AF

furious / 'fjuarias / a. JEH&H), JERH
whittle / ‘witl / ». Hl#,, WE

porch / postf / n. [V HR, A

cement planter / si'ment-'plainte / n. KR
e

scowl / skaul / vi. 4kJ8 3k

Times-Picayune  { 84X - D& 7 ) (4%
£)

editorial / edi'torial / a. % # L&, £ £
#, iy

assault / o'sotlt / v, £, =&

laureate / ‘lomiit / n. ALY A
shrimp / frimp / n. $FH
crabmeat / 'kreebmiit / n. B K
stuff / staf / v, ik



called our local police station and started the clock. Our
evening ruined, we put in the oven a shrimp-and-crabmeat-
stuffed bell pepper we’d bought in Cajun'®’ country and
debated whether we should risk a charge of misdemeanor
possession of a steamed green vegetable by putting some
broccoli on the stove. Fifty-one minutes later, we heard a
knock and a smiling, immaculately groomed police officer
stood at the door.

7 DI'm not going to identify the officer. I want to, but
the officer refused to give me permission. Ask an N. O. P. D.
officer, while wearing a press card, if he thinks it might rain,
and most likely he’ll direct your inquiry to a spokesman in the
superintendent’s office — and calls to that number usually
disappear down the voice-mail hole. It’s a pity. Years of high-
profile brutality and corruption, the actions of a few officers
during the storm, and the recent wave of killings have
alienated the department from the people it serves. But most
N. O. P. D. officers are committed public servants. A positive
story about an N. O.P.D. officer might do the department
good.

8 Before leaving our house that evening, the officer
handed us a slip of paper neatly printed with our case
number, some advice about discouraging further crime,
and, in a very New Orleans touch, a hug. Now Margaret
and I can look forward to getting a taste of what it really
means to live here nowadays. We will begin fighting our

insurance company.

Notes

2  Small Potatoes <« 7 °

shrimp-and-crabmeat-stuffed a. ¥ i#% 7 ¥F
A A 04

misdemeanor / misdi'miine / n. REATH
broceoli / 'brokali / n. MEE

immaculately / i’ meekjuleitli / ad. R
BAFER

groom / gruim / v, 3T#r; 4R&E MK

superintendent / 'sjuipain’tendont / n. #i %
A, BEE

high-profile / 'hai-'profail / n. $£# &43K &
brutality / bru’ teliti / n. & &, ¥ L &
TH

corruption / ka'rapfon / n. & %, &%,
%

alienate / 'eiligneit / v. %

1. New Orleans: ¥H/RRRBEEE —KE, BIIMETHRMMBRIET ., MTMEEI, %5767 L
B, JbiEEER AR E R, BERO 170 B8, HAUKEMRL45.3%; AMH49.7 5 (1990), L—k KB A,
KR EHERRR, AREDES B, @HRT661 FHAE, A\OAEEMADK30% ., HETRKFFHEL
WEFARSH, 8 “FHR” WE&. FRARKRMAFETEELT =AM, KEME, mPkE; Y
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WARLL S K, FOMFRTEEE. WM 209 AR KKBBHEN, b 112 MREERNHKREL,
ERMKE ARSI AR S TR, TAMEESE, 7 AFYSE2.7C, 1 A 11.6T, FRK 1440
Bk, EELRTW., ATAERKEM. RAS. BB B9 F8, BN, WL, HRIRKE.

2. Cajun: FI-EMTA, SEBEHITEHMERHILIREZ—, & 18 L NFT-FIl T H0Z Kk EH
REHEH.

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

1. Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.

1.

From the first paragraph, why didn’t the author and his wife call the police?
A) Because they have enough things to do.

B) Because they think the police have enough things to do.

C) Because they don’t know any police.

D) Because they don’t know how to call the police.

. According to the second paragraph, the author did everything except

A) spending several hours riding around with a grizzled New Orleans police sergeant

B) puzzling over poorly written patrolmen’s reports in the trailer

C) eating fried things with Coke at the Beach Corner Lounge with some Louisiana
National Guardsmen

D) responding to one rape in the course of the night

. According to the third paragraph, which statement about the crime that night is not true?

A) The sergeant was as discouraged by the crime in New Orleans as anybody else.

B) The sergeant was operatic about the need for civic involvement in reducing crime.

C) The sergeant thought the number of people actually committing violence in New Orleans
is tiny.

D) The district attorney declined to prosecute the sergeant.

. Which of the following statements is not true about the author and his wife?

A) The author and his wife didn’t want to call the police.
B) The author thought good citizenship has its price.
C) The author and his wife ruined their evening.

D) The author and his wife called their local police station.

. Eventually, the author is

A) positive about their case
B) vague about their case
C) eager to influence the case

D) to fight their insurance company
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II. In this part, you will judge the following statements according to the passage.

For questions 1 -7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;

N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN)  if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 8 —10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

1.

By the standards of the current mayhem in New Orleans, what happened to the author and
his wife was scarcely worth calling the police. [Y] [N] [NG]
The author spent several hours riding around with a grizzled New Orleans police sergeant

whom he is writing about in his book. [Y] [N] [NG]

. Relations between the people and the N. O. P. D. are so rotten that, when a burglar took a

shot at the sergeant, some years back, even the district attorney didn’t refuse to prosecute.

[Y] [N] [NG]

. The landlord of the author and his wife thought it would be helpful to call the police.

(Y] [N] [NG]

. In order to be good citizens, the author and his wife called their local police station and

started to wait. (Y] [N] [NG]

. Most N. O. P. D. officers are committed public servants. [Y] [N] [NG]

. The author and his wife are very happy to understand what it really means to live here

nowadays. [Y] [N] [NG]

. According to the author, the sergeant was as frustrated with the crime in New Orleans as

anybody else — he said

To the author’s landlord, petty crime had whittled away he used to keep in front
of the house.

10. The author thinks that might do the department good.



3 Blue Jeans Have Come a Long Way

1 What does denim mean to you? Most people might
think of its sexy and fashionable feel, ignoring its rugged,
hard-wearing nature. But, denim jeans have completely
changed from being a work garment to a major style
statement. Still, not all denim brands are following that

trend.

2 Levi's!' was the original denim brand. In 1873,
Jacob Davis and Levi Strauss created a special pair of
trousers strong enough to hold in a man’s big stomach. The

denim industry has come a long way since then.

3 In 1978, Calvin Klein?’ introduced designer
denim. But it wasn’t until the late 90s, with the emergence
of Earl jeans'® from California, that the denim craze truly
took hold. No longer were jeans a kind of chunky workman’s

wear, but a sexy item showing off the wearer’s figure.

4 “A woman needs a different pair for every occasion,
just like shoes. Some days you want a sexy pair, other days
you want them more relaxed and slouchy,” says Suzanne
Pendlebury, women swear buyer for Harvey Nichols, a

famous UK store.

5 In fact, the denim industry has gone beyond
anyone’s expectations. UK sales of jeans have increased 40
percent in the past five years, according to research by

consumer analysts Mintel.

6 But the emphasis here is on “new” and “trendy”.
Classic brands, like Levi’s, Lee and Wrangler, have to

struggle in today’s marketplace. Between 2004 and 2006,

denim / 'denim / n. AR SARAK
rugged / 'tagid / a. HLREE, ALY

chunky / ‘tfapki / a. B &)

slouchy / ‘slautfi / a. Wi#k#h



