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Abstract

Frequency is a necessary component of theories of language
acquisition and is extensively applied in the language classroom.
However, little research has been conducted on this topic in
China. This book reports my study that explored the effects of in-
put and output frequency on the oral story retelling by university-
level English majors in China. Sixteen subjects in four groups
listened to a short story different numbers of times and retold it
different numbers of times. They repeated the retelling task af-
ter a week. Data analyses were made both quantitatively and
qualitatively. Quantitative analysis detected the general tenden-
cy of the changes that input and output frequency brought to
the story rétellings. Retellings from different input or output
trials were compared in terms of content, fluency, accuracy
and complexity. Qualitative analysis supplied details of how
and why the changes occurred. Data analysis yielded the fol-
lowing findings:

As input frequency increases, the number of idea units re-
called also increases, especially the number of idea units of mi-
nor importance, with other kinds of idea units only increasing
moderately. Input frequency also helps improve fluency and
complexity to some extent, but it does not affect accuracy.
Content develops in a staircase fashion, fluency and lexical va-
riance develop linearly, and syntactic complexity goes through

ups and downs. All these improvements reach the optimal overall
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performance at the third trial.

By contrast, as output frequency increases, the number of
idea units recalled does not change. Output frequency helps de-
velop fluency and accuracy in a linear pattern, but its effects
are restricted to certain aspects of fluency and acéuracy. Syn-
tactic complexity undergoes gradual improvement, whereas lex-
ical variance does not change obviously. The overall perform-
ance achieves the optimal development at the third output.

Input apd output frequency differ from each other in af-
fecting the story retelling. They brought about changes in dif-
ferent aspects of the story retelling. The most striking effect
was on the content and accuracy of the oral production. Input
and output frequency also differ in generating different change
patterns because of different underlying mechanisms. All the
changes resulting from input frequency occurred almost simulta-
neousty in a parallel fashion, while the changes resulting from
output frequency occurred one after another in a serial fashion.

Input frequency and output frequency maintain the devel-
opment in content, accuracy and complexity after an interval of
one week. However, the development of fluency resulting from
output frequency is not retained.

The results of this study support a view of frequency as a
significant element in language learning by showing that bal-
anced development of oral performance can be achieved
through high-frequency practice. Input and output frequency
may influence the learners’ performance differently. Further-
more, frequency may influence the memory and recall of dif-
ferent parts of content differently and may influence different
aspects of linguistic performance differently. These findings
imply that an emphasis on the traditional belief of practice is
still valuable in the L2 classroom and an integration of input
frequency and output frequency in language teaching is greatly
needed.
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