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Social and Economic
Rights in Theory and Practice

Since World War 11, a growing number of jurisdictions in both the develop-
ing and industrialized worlds have adopted progressive constitutions that
guarantee social and economic rights (SER) in addition to political and civil
rights. Parallel developments have occurred at transnational level with the
adoption of treaties that commit signatory states to respect and fulfil SER for
their peoples.

This book is a product of the International Social and Economic Rights
Project (iISERP), a global consortium of judges, lawyers, human rights advo-
cates, and legal academics who critically examine the effectiveness of SER
law in promoting real change in people’s lives. The book addresses a range
of practical, political, and legal questions under these headings, with acute
sensitivity to the racial, cultural, and gender implications of SER and
the path-breaking SER jurisprudence now emerging in the “Global South”.

The book brings together internationally renowned experts in the field of
social and economic rights to discuss a range of rights controversies from
both theoretical and practical perspectives. Contributors of the book
consider specific issues in the litigation and adjudication of SER cases from
the differing standpoints of activists, lawyers, and adjudicators in order to
identify and address the specific challenges facing the SER community.

This book will be of great use and interest to students and scholars of
comparative constitutional law, human rights, public international law,
development studies, and democratic political theory.

Helena Alviar Garcia is Profesora Titular and Dean of the Faculty of
Law at the Universidad de los Andes, Bogota, Colombia.

Karl Klare is the George J. & Kathleen Waters Matthews Distinguished
University Professor at Northeastern University School of Law, Boston,
USA.

Lucy A. Williams is Professor of Law at Northeastern University School
of Law, Boston, USA. She is a co-director of the Project on Human Rights
and the Global Economy at Northeastern University School of Law and is
the convener of iSERP.
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This book is dedicated to the claimants, activists, and
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