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1 he International Politics of
Mass Atrocities

The ongoing crisis in Darfur has stimulated a huge amount of political and academic
interest across the world. The crisis has been both reflective and constitutive of key
areas of contestation and change within contemporary international society.

This book examines the conflict in Darfur, Sudan, as a case study of some of
the wider debates currently taking place within international relations theory,
discussing what the situation reveals about the response of international actors to
mass atrocities. It uses the conceptual framework developed by English School
theorists, specifically their concept of international society and the related idea
of ‘good international citizenship’ to provide valuable insights on a wide range
of issues. These issues include foreign policy analysis, conflict management and
resolution, peacekeeping, human rights, the role of international organizations and
Africa’s international relations.

Featuring chapters written by leading experts in their respective fields, includ-
ing academics and practioners, this volume makes an important contribution to the
debate about the meaning and limits of international society. It will be of interest
to students and scholars of international relations theory, international security,
foreign policy, international organizations, human rights, African politics, genocide
studies and international law.

David R. Black is Director of the Centre for Foreign Policy Studies and Professor
of Political Science at Dalhousie University, Canada.

Paul D. Williams is Associate Professor of International Affairs and Associate
Director, Security Policy Studies Program at George Washington University,
USA.
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