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Foreword

I dedicate this book to the youth in China and elsewhere. They
deserve more comprehensive information about the precepts of
Confucius than is available so far. There are scholarly works by
sinologues, each covering one or several aspects of Confucianism.
A survey in more general terms like this one may perhaps fill a need.

The Chinese original of this book has been received with enthu-
siasm in Hong Kong and Taiwan of China, Singapore, and Malaysia.
Friends well-versed in the Korean and the Japanese languages
are engaged in translating it. This English version painstakingly
undertaken by Professor Orient Lee, I am sure, will enrich the young
people in the West with the wisdom of our Sage.

Chang Chi-yun
Oct. 31, 1980
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1

Confucius Was Great

1.1 His Great Personality

Like the five other spiritual leaders in the world,! Confucius
(fLk¥, 551 B.C.—479 B.C.) still lives among us and is admired
more than ever.

He absorbed China’s cultural traditions accumulated during the
25 centuries before his time. They were rich, but somewhat schematic.
He co-ordinated them, re-organized them, evaluated them, and
developed them into a profound new system of ethics and political
philosophy for the benefit of posterity, thus providing a solid founda-
tion for national existence during the 25 centuries after him.

His expertise as one of the top thinkers and educators that man-
kind has ever produced is fully shown in the Analects ( (&) ,
Lun-yu, dialogues) recorded by his disciples. He appears there, to the -
surprise of some of us, as a plain man with plain words and plain deeds
quite within the reach of anybody who has a desire to learn from his
example, a fact which explains eloquently why his teachings consti-
tuted the main stream of Chinese thought for over 25 centuries till
the present day.

'Namely: Lao-zi, Gotama Sakyamuni, Socrates, Jesus, and Mohammed. Born in the
year 551 B.C., Confucius was younger than Lao-zi by about 50 years, and Gotama
Sakyamuni, by perhaps 12 years. He preceded Socrates, Jesus, and Mohammed, by
82, 551 (or 547, according to some authorities), and 1,022 years, respectively.
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2 Confucianism: A Modern Interpretation

He has actually personified the cultural characteristics, the aspira-
tions, and the ideals of the average Chinese, so much so that to under-
stand him is to understand China, Chinese, and Chinese history.

Every Chinese person can be proud to have had among his fellow-
citizens a man with so monumentary an achievement, so magnificent
and immortal a personality, and so much dedication to a self-imposed
mission.?

I am, therefore, including in my Five Thousand Years of Chinese
History ( {PHEHTES) ) a special study on Confucianism: A
Modern Interpretation ( {fL2%%4 ) ) as one of the three volumes
on Middle Zhou Dynasty (770 B.C.—479 B.C.), the other two being
a Biography of Confucius and a general history of that period. I hope
my young readers in China and elsewhere will hereby acquire a thor-
ough comprehension of the origins and trends of our culture as well
as its far-reaching, but often hidden, significance.

I am performing, in the meantime, my homage to this most out-
standing man whose place in the history of China and Chinese
thought is so focal, so unique, and, may I say, so absolutely promi-
nent, for having continued the lineage of hundreds of kings and
sages, synthesized their accomplishments, and passed on to us a
Dao (i#) all his own, consistent with itself, impressive in scope, seri-
ous in substance, and splendid in style.

1.2 His Humanism

Confucianism, from its roots to its branches and leaves, is dedi-
cated to the study of man. Man is its ultimate, highest, and most
direct aim. It tries to find truth through man’s daily activities, and
apply its findings to build up man’s character, uphold man’s rights,
develop man’s potentials, and unfold man’s nature. It is a kind of
humanism and has this in common with humanism in the West: it sees
in the fulfillment of the individual the hope for civilization.

2Confucius, besides being a teacher, tried hard to persuade the feudal chiefs of his
time to carry out much-needed reform and was blamed by a certain hermit for
“doing something which he knew could not be done in the first place.”



