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Preface

Confronted with today’s global interdisciplinary challenges, international economic
law offers a myriad of legal tools to provide both procedural and substantive solu-
tions. The contributions to this book pose clearly defined and provocative questions:
why have States not disputed currency devaluation at the World Trade Organization
(wt0)? Should an international investor who has violated human rights obligations
nevertheless be compensated in case of an illegal expropriation? How could States use
preferential trade agreements to promote climate change mitigation?

The book congregates various perspectives on international economic law: some
chapters examine age-old continuing points of discussion within international law,
while others explicitly address problems which have only recently emerged and are
currently fiercely debated in the media as well as in legal practice and academic circles.

While this work mainly presents the results of legal research, a number of social
scientists and economists conducting related projects were invited to share their views
in a manner accessible to legal scholars. The focus lies on concrete problems and legal
solutions that are international by definition. In those cases where a chapter zooms in
on a domestic problem, it concerns a problem with an international appeal. The chal-
lenges analysed and the policy conclusions reached are intended to form the founda-
tion of future research on similar and correlated topics.

This volume is based on the papers presented at the 1st Conference of the Post-
graduate and Early Academics and Professionals (PEPA) of the Society of Interna-
tional Economic Law (SIEL) in Hamburg on 27 and 28 January 2012. Contributions
were chosen based on reviews of senior sSIEL members, so as to reflect the eclectic and
multifaceted reality of international economic law, especially in its interface with cur-
rent social, economic and political concerns. The authors are junior practitioners and
academics from leading institutions in their respective fields, providing critical assess-
ments on the most challenging topics facing the international community today. The
selected papers called the attention of SIEL’s experts because of the strength of their
theoretical underpinnings and their particular capacity to operationalise this theory
in order to offer pragmatic and coherent responses to legal and policy problems in the
international and domestic arena.

This volume will appeal to those interested in the general theory of international
economic law, but also readers looking for innovative solutions to practical challenges
will be pleased to find a broad array of topics covered by the contributions. The book is
structured along four frontier themes: first, facing economic crises and uncertainties;
second, confronting environmental challenges; third, considering human rights and
development objectives; and fourth, regulating energy transit and new technologies.



PREFACE IX
Part One—Facing Economic Crises and Uncertainties

Part One questions the legal and economic reasoning underlying rules aimed at regu-
lating the behaviour of States and private agents in the area of monetary and financial
law. The first chapter, by An Hertogen, discusses the relationship between monetary
policy and trade commitments by looking at General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) Articles XV:4 and XII:3(a), both of which deal with monetary issues but have not
yet been applied in any disputes. The author explains why these Articles have received
little attention in practice and examines how scholars could overcome empirical and
legal uncertainty about the specific conditions under which they apply.

The second chapter in this section analyses the intent and effect of regulatory
responses to economic crises. Kuan-Chun Chang focuses on Credit Rating Agencies
to criticize regulatory measures put forward during the recent financial crisis. Chang
investigates the us and the EU regulation reforms, arguing that due to the rating indus-
iry’s issuer-pay business model and the regulators’ lack of expertise, the proposed rules
may negatively impact both the investors’ and the issuers’ reliance on Credit Rating
Agencies’ ratings. In his opinion, a combination of economic and legal theory could
help us to understand the rationale followed by different participants on the interna-
tional credit markets and provide the basis for the creation of an optimal regulatory
system policy.

Part Two—Confronting Environmental Challenges

Part Two connects environmental concerns to the international economic law
research agenda. Matthdus Fink opens this Part by discussing the establishment of
Protected Areas as a tool to guard the environment. Taking up the debate about the
fragmentation of international law, he addresses whether and how the law and policy
of Protected Areas may conflict with investment law. General conflict rules aimed at a
harmonized interpretation and application of legal norms, such as lex specialis and lex
posterior, have had limited success in resolving conflicts between environmental and
investment law. The author proposes that environmental impact assessments would
be more suitable for the prevention of conflicts. Moreover, the concept of ‘financial
recourse, as applied by international investment tribunals, could play a relevant role
in settling or at least tempering contflicts of norms.

Subsequently, Daniela Gémez Altamirano analyses the EU’s emission-trading
scheme to combat climate change. More in particular, she examines the Directive pre-
scribing that all airlines, including those from third countries, have to acquire and sur-
render emissions allowances for their flights departing from and arriving at airports
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located in the Eu. The author elaborates on the concept of extra-territoriality under
international law and argues that the Eu Directive is to be considered extraterritorial in
its scope. This leads to a discussion whether extraterritorial unilateral trade measures
are a legitimate means to combat environmental problems, and, if these measures are
legitimate, under which conditions they should be applied in order to avoid a breach
of WTO obligations.

The final chapter in this section deals with the complex relation between regional
and multilateral rules on environmental protection. Rafael Leal-Arcas puts forward
that Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) with strong climate change chapters could
contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. He defends the introduction of a
regional model for promoting climate change mitigation as an alternative to the pres-
ent structure of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its
Kyoto Protocol.

Part Three—Considering Human Rights and Development
Objectives

Part Three discusses the relationship between human rights and development objec-
tives in international investment law and related domestic rules. By means of a case
study, Lars Schonwald examines whether and to what extent States can guarantee
human rights through public-private partnerships. He shows how certain provisions
of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the African
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights promote the possibility of guaranteeing the
right to housing through such partnerships. Filip Balcerzak then seeks to answer
whether States’ obligation to respect, protect and fulfill human rights may reduce the
compensation due for a breach of investment treaty obligations. He investigates differ-
ent rationales for States to invoke human rights clauses in international disputes and
concludes that, regarding compensation for breaches of the fair and equitable treat-
ment standard, Article 39 of the International Law Commission’s Articles on State
Responsibility (dealing with contribution to injury) provides a sound legal basis for
claiming that such compensation may be reduced.

The section finishes with the work of Jan-Christoph Kuntze and Tom Moerenhout,
who explain how wro law applies to renewable energy feed-in tariffs (FiTs) with
local content requirements (LCRs) to promote domestic development. They argue
that F1Ts with LCRs are inconsistent with specific GATT provisions, the Agreement
on Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMS) and the Agreement on Subsidies
and Countervailing Measures (scM). Those agreements thus prohibit the use of such
schemes, in the absence of any applicable wro exemptions. The final part of the chap-

ter analyses the negotiations regarding an energy agreement within the wro, as well
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as the role of important and underexplored flexibilities within the wTo system, i.e.,
the ‘infant industries’ exception to protect developing sectors and the inclusion of new
subsidy exceptions in the sScM Agreement.

Part Four—Regulating Energy Transit and New Technologies

The fourth and last section of this volume examines the regulation of trade in energy
and intellectual property issues in connection with the digital environment. Beatriz
Huarte Melgar offers a broad picture of the legal challenges raised by the energy tran-
sit between States. She advocates that achieving energy security and energy indepen-
dence became a central issue after the rescission of the provisional application of the
Energy Charter Treaty by Russia in 2010, combined with the EU’s intention to reset
the negotiations on the Energy Charter Treaty Protocol on Transit. The chapter high-
lights the necessity for policymakers to strive in negotiations for legal alternatives to
the regulation of energy transit.

Mikella Hurley then addresses the often discordant relationship between multi-
lateral and preferential rules on the transit of energy. More precisely, she questions
whether GATT Article XXIV authorises Members to offer more favourable terms to
their PTA partners in this area. She concludes that this Article may offer a limited basis
upon which pTA parties can choose to offer such treatment, provided that such action
does not directly increase the restrictions imposed on the transit of energy goods for
non-pTA Members.

In the final contribution to this volume, Anna Giulia Micara presents the rules on
internet service providers’ liability for trademark counterfeiting in the us and the Ev.
The chapter analyses recent case law concerning trademarks counterfeiting on the
internet auction site eBay and in specific new business models, such as keyword adver-
tising. The author concludes that legal certainty and the underlying balance between
intermediaries and brand owners’ interests urgently need to be further developed in
this field.

This book is intended for a global audience, including established academics and
practitioners as well as those at the start of their career, in the fields of public as
well as private international law. We hope that the chapters presented here will help
to push forward, through promoting and developing the rule of law, the—at times
contentious—frontiers of international economic law.
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