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Foreword

uring the past two years, all roads have been leading to Copenha-
Dgen and the crucial UN climate convention meeting.

That is part of the reason for the efforts China has made toward
curbing greenhouse gas emissions and China Daily's publishing Evolution
of Green China is of tremendous importance.

The Chinese media have been working hard to endure the push for
action to combat climate change, and to preserve and improve the en-
vironment. Media, such as China Daily, work to ensure these goals are
advanced by society at all levels, from that of ordinary people to those of
national and international leadership. We are all greatly indebted to their
tireless work — work such as that which has been collected in this enlight-

ening collection of China Daily's comprehensive environmental reports.
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This conference will either prove to be a dead end, a delay, a detour
or a gear-changing moment in human affairs.

At stake is perhaps the most important international treaty since
World War Il — one that can put more than 190 nations on a low-car-
bon, resource-efficient Green Economy path that is necessary if the world
is to thrive, let alone survive, over the coming decades and century. Some
are already writing off Copenhagen, but this is decidedly premature.

The last two years has witnessed an explosion in the number of cre-
ative and cost-effective options that, if pursued in whole or in part by
governments, can make it possible to seal a scientifically credible deal.

Many economies have actively embraced environmental investments
not as a burden, but rather as a key path for job creation and recovery
in the face of the worst economic crisis in a generation.

Days before the G20 met in Pittsburgh, the UNEP and other parties,
including HSBC, published an assessment as part of our Global Green
New Deal initiative. It spotlighted the green components of national
stimulus packages, ranging from accelerated funding for renewables to
smart grids and rapid rails. Among the seven countries studied in detail,
the Republic of Korea's green component represents 79 percent of its
overall planned stimulus. China’s is 34 percent.

Copenhagen offers an opportunity to accelerate these kinds of in-
vestments. So it could be said to represent the biggest stimulus package
of them all.

Second, the role and the opportunities for managing ecosystems to
deliver emission reductions and adaptation have come to the fore.

Recently, the UNEP launched its Blue Carbon report in collabora-
tion with UNESCO, the UN's Food and Agricultural Organization and a

global team of scientists.



It estimates that carbon emissions — equal to half of the annual emis-
sions of the global transport sector — are being captured and stored by
marine ecosystems, such as mangroves, salt marshes and sea grasses.

A combination of the reduction of land deforestation and the res-
toration of the coverage and health of these marine ecosystems could
deliver up to 25 percent of the emission reductions needed to avoid
“dangerous” climate change.

However, the report also estimates that up to seven percent of
these “blue carbon sinks” are being lost annually. That is seven times the
rate of loss of 50 years ago.

One idea to tip the balance in favor of conservation and “marine
ecosystem renovation” is a Blue Carbon fund that the countries of the
North could use to pay countries and communities in the South.

Many countries in Asia, including China, have good areas of remain-
ing seagrass beds alongside salt marshes and mangroves.

The idea is not so far-fetched. It is likely that nations will agree to pay
developing economies to maintain the “green carbon’ in forests under
a partnership, such as the Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation (REDD).

Paying developing economies to maintain the carbon stocks found in
nature offers other opportunities, too.

UNEP, in partnership with the World Agroforestry Center and with
funding from the Global Environment Facility, has launched a Carbon
Benefits Project with farmers and landowners in Western Kenya, China,
Niger and Nigeria.

It aims to rapidly develop the land-use standard or “calculator’ that
will enable investors to know how much carbon is being sequestered

under different land management regimes.
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This opens the door to pay developing countries to farm crops and
carbon, and get paid for both.

Some developed economies are preparing to put billions of dollars
into carbon capture and storage (CCS) at power stations. Why not in-
vest some of this in nature-based CCS?

The natural option has been tried and tested over millennia, and
could prove to be far more cost effective if rapidly enhanced.

The message here is that everyone has an opportunity to do some-
thing to meet the climate change challenge.

The fact is that climate change is not going to simply go away like a
bad nightmére in the moming if governments walk away from Copenha-
gen without a serious deal.

You can stop the clocks, but you cannot stop the climate clock from
ticking without transformative and committed action.

And the longer the world waits, the more difficult, costly and damag-
ing climate change will become.

Copenhagen represents the opportunity to plan the future in a man-
aged and considered way. Otherwise, the future will plan itself.

And this may well overwhelm our national and global institutions'
capacities to cope, forcing societies to scramble to deal with events that
are already unfolding and challenging the very foundations upon which

modemn civilization, as it has evolved today, depends.

Achim Steiner
UN Under Secretary-General and Executive Director,
UN Environment Programme



Introduction

peaking on behalf of China Daily's executive team, | will say that
Smy colleagues and | are pleased with the publication of Evolution of
Green China in the run-up to the United Nations Climate Conference in
Copenhagen in December 2009.

It is an anthology of articles published in our newspaper and on our
website over the last several years about China's ongoing countermea-
sures to combat climate change and its energy-use and emission-control
efforts. This book chronicles the country's initial progress as the world's
most rapidly developing economy and its ambition to shoulder greater
responsibilities in the post-Kyoto era.

Scarcely has any subject commanded so much interest and shared

devotion from journalists around the world.
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In 2007, China Daily became the first Chinese media organization to
merge its environmental, energy and macroeconomics reporting teams.
This journalistic innovation of developing an interdisciplinary approach
to covering climate issues demonstrates the growing importance of
these concemns.

These articles monitor not only the changes drafted on the drawing
boards of government officials and their climate and energy consultants
but also those emerging from the bottom up. They tell of grassroots
campaigns, and make heard the voices of entrepreneurs, social move-
ments, scientists and independent researchers — and those of the China
Daily writers and editors.

Although China’s developing country status excludes it from manda-
tory adherence to any specific climate-change mitigation tenet of the
Kyoto Protocol, the Chinese government and civil society have been tak-
ing action. While this process has proved challenging, we have made it
possible to meet our self-imposed targets through economic restructur-
ing and regulatory strengthening.

China has recently declared a more powerful commitment — the
one President Hu Jintao outlined at the UN Climate Conference in
New York in September.

Through this new modus operandi, China will significantly slash its
greenhouse gas emissions and reconfigure its energy structure.

We with China Daily are still waiting for the release of this new plan'’s
details. | regret that we will have to wait for the publication of our next
book to include them in this ongoing discourse. It is an even greater pity
that we cannot include the thousands of mostly Chinese-language writ-
ings by the country's journalists and civil society leaders, who criticize

China’s shortcomings and call for renewed efforts.



This book is not an alibi for China's foibles. It is constantly stated at
global climate forums that China is the world's largest emitter — a fact
repeatedly put forth for many purposes, including the shirking of one's
own responsibilities.

It is rarely acknowledged that China's per capita greenhouse-gas
emission rates remain lower than developed countries’ and that China is
curtailing emissions in several ways.

The articles in this book reflect China's domestic situation — what
the country is doing and what it must yet do.

But | do not believe China needs to use words to defend its realities,
because no country can self-vindicate through mere lip service.

Every responsible country’'s message to the world should be the
same: Watch what we do and then make your assessments.

So let us watch.

Zhu Ling
Editor-in-Chief, China Daily News Group
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Fu Jing
Acting editor of the collection and
senior journalist with China Daily

“The chance still exists that global
warming will be finally mitigated

by growing awareness on the
ground while active international
negoliations and a possible political
freaty on carbon reduction fo be
achieved in Copenhagen may

not play a big role in the end.”

Frédéric Beraha

General Manager of CClParis
consulting, Ex-Cultural and
Cooperation Councilor —
French Embassy in China

“The development of China is
probably the strongest asset for the
future of the world with the fact that,
inside China, some critical issues
are being solved in a sustainable
way and that the other countries will
accept and encourage China in her

new position as a world leader.”

Chen Hong
China Daily journalist

"The rising GDP was offset by less
blue skies, dirtier air and heavily
polluted rivers. Do not achieve
economic grow?h at the cost

of environment any more.”

Dr. Daniel J. Dudek

Chief Economist of Environmental
Defense Fund and winner of
China’s National Friendship Award

“It is my greatest wish that the
Copenhagen meeting will be
the context for the United States
and China to develop the kind
of powerful collaboration in
protecting the global climate that
they have achieved in enhancing
the global economy.

James C. Jao

Prolific writer; renowned urban
planning expert and president of
J.A.O. Design Infernational Ltd

“Our future generations will pay
a dear price for our mistakes
and the unwise decisions made
today. The wealthier and more
civilized a sociely is, the more
attention its citizens will pay fo
its future generation’s welfare.”

Alex Kirby

Former BBC senior environmental
correspondent and now a trainer of
worldwide environmental journalists

“Fortunately, China'’s leaders
recognize that the Earth has only
one climate, so China needs

for its own sake as well as
everyone else’s to be responsible
in caring for the environment.”



Dr. Robert Lao

Environmental scientists and
former senior official of Canadian
Environment Department, and

winner of China’s National
Friendship Award

“China was at that time in the
unique position of being compelled
fo modernize its aging, inefficient,
polluting industrial sectors as it met
the opportunities of becoming a
major player in the global market.”

Li Jing
China Daily journalist

“What we take from the nature,
we pay back, someday. So
please let us be humble and
friendly to the mother earth.”

Li Ning
Climate Change Program Officer
with Oxfam Hong Kong

“Fight against climate change
with poor people!”

Dr. Khalid Malik

UN Resident Coordinator
and UNDP Resident
Representative in China

“Climate change may well bring
positive implications for some
regions of the country; overall
climate change poses serious
risks for sustaining development
in the decades to come.”

Erik Nilsson
American reporter and copy
editor with China Daily.

“| have covered environmental
concerns and campaigns in both
my homeland and China, and have
been particularly impressed by the
innovation and commitment of China
in fighting its green revolution.”



Dennis Pamlin

Environmental advisor for
worldwide governments and
NGOs; Senior Associate at Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences

“Copenhagen will be an opportunity
for those who seek collaboration
and concrete results to launch
innovative initiatives. While the
world needs a global framework,

it should not be forgotten that we
need those who move much faster
than the international negotiations.”

Qian Yanfeng
China Daily journalist

"As a journalist covering the
environmental beat, | feel fortunate
to be able o keep abreast of

the most widely discussed topic
globally, one that is intended to
make the lives of everyone better by
creating a sustainable environment.
It is also my belief that every one of
us can make a difference and be
part of the environmental drive by
adopling a greener way of life.”

Si Tingting
China Daily journalist

"Go and join the action against
global warming - it cools down
the earth and warms people’s
heart... And remember, we
need action, not lip service.”

Su Jing

US-China Program Director
at Ameciran Counicl for
Renewable Energy.

"Globally, however, | think the youth
leadership still lacks. The earlier

the younger generation sfarts fresh
dialogues, the more environment-
friendly the world might be.”

Wan Zhihong
China Daily journalist

“let us go green in our everyday
life to make our world a better
place. That's for you and me,
and for the entire human race.”

Wang Ru
China Daily journalist

"During investigations, | have
found the inefficient management
of landfills, which causes serious
pollution and harm to communities,
has deepened people's

mistrust toward their municipal
governments. How could they

frust the incinerators and the new
potential dangers these pose?”



Wang Zhenghua
China Daily journalist

“The environmental issue and natural
resources are closely connected

to our life. | hope the commitments
to present a green expo next year

in Shanghai will come true.”

Wang Zhuogiong
China Daily journalist

"We consume. We save. We
damage. We protfect. We owe our
planet a future. It is time for us to
work fogether to chart a new course
for a greener and healthier world.”

Yu Tianyu
China Daily journalist

"Don't expect any changes fo
come from my writing, but it is
just to make sure | can fell my
children without hesitation: "You
can use a blue pen to draw the
crystal skies, and you can use
the green one when drawing

flourishing forests and grass'.”

Dr. Zhang Jianyu

Head of Environmental Defense
Fund's Beijing office; member of
the Lead Expert Group (LEG) for
China Council for International

Cooperation on Environment
and Development (CCICED)

“The climate problem will ultimately
be solved one way or another,
and | hope we could all learn from
the sometimes painful process that
we are going through and gain
enough wisdom to deal with the
next crisis human beings face.”

Zhang Qi
China Daily journalist

“In the documentary This Is I,
Michael Jackson said: "We cannot
wait on the government to save the
Earth; we have fo do it now. This is
our last chance to protect the planet’
As a clean tech reporter, | agree.”

Dr. Ed Zhang
Adviser to China Daily

‘| am deeply impressed by China’s
economic success in the last three
decades and am equally convinced
that its current development model
having already made China

a leading emitter in the world,

is not sustainable and should

be discontinued and replaced

by a climate-friendly one.”
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