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Abstract

This book concerns itself with a detailed study of the English nominal group
from a systemic functional perspective. The literature to date suggests that, compared
with the application of the Systemic Functional Linguistics ( SFL hereafter) theory to
discourse analysis and translation studies, systemic functional syntax has not received
sufficient attention. In syntactic study, groups do not receive as much attention as
clauses do. Yet, the study of the group is a core component in functional syntax on
the lexicogrammatical stratum in SFL.

The nominal group in English has complex structures and various functions in
the clause, and traditional grammar, the transformational grammar, and the corpus-
based grammar have all undertaken studies thereon. When looked into further, how-
ever, these studies are practically restricted in exploring the internal structure of the
nominal group, and they discuss little of the function of elements within the group
from the semantic perspective. In a sense, these approaches merely provide the tra-
ditional knowledge of the English grammar of this kind, and the analyses are even
prescriptive in some aspects.

The SFL approach deals not only with structure but also with the function of
each element in the nominal group. Regrettably, in SFL, the studies of the nominal
group are far from being comprehensive. Thus, the present study is an attempt to
contribute to the development of SFL in general and to its syntactic analysis of the
English nominal group in particular.

The introductory part of this book consisting of the first four chapters offers a
brief overview of the research background, the literature review, the theoretical
framework , and the basic systemic functional approach to the English nominal group.
The central part falling upon the six subsequent chapters treats three issues: a dis-
cussion on the selection of various types in the English nominal group, an exploration

of the functional structure of the English nominal group with the prepositional phrase
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as the Qualifier, and an examination of the connection between the English nominal
group and grammatical metaphor. The last chapter summarizes the argument and
points out key implications and suggestions for further studies of the English nominal
group.

The data used in the present study were obtained mainly by observations from
the literature of English grammar and some literary works. The research method is
basically qualitative, descriptive and explanatory. It is found that selection is an in-
dispensable concept in depicting the English nominal group, but the Head identifica-
tion and the functional structure of the nominal group containing selection deserve
further examination from an alternative perspective. The item of in the nominal group
functions as a selector, a minor process, a structure marker, and a finisher in nu-
merical expressions and typic expressions. Besides, grammatical metaphor is a prop-
erty of the English nominal group, and can be investigated from the experiential, the
interpersonal , and the textual perspectives. Based on these findings, it is argued that
the embedding or the dependency relationship is a crucial factor in determining the
functional role of an element in particular constructions. In addition, the lexical fac-
tors may determine the role of of either as a minor process or as a structure marker.

This study is an exploratory one and in view of its tremendous complexity it has
only dealt with a small part of the English nominal group. Thus, for any further stud-
ies of the same structure, we offer suggestions in three aspects: (1) many nominal
group constructions can be investigated from an alternative perspective; (2) the con-
nection between the English nominal group and grammatical metaphor can be further
explored in connection with specific contexts; (3) the actual realizations of the nom-

inal group across registers can be examined.

Keywords: Systemic Functional Linguistics, the English nominal group, selec-

tion, embedding, Qualifier, grammatical metaphor
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