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Preface

his volume by the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies

(IPCS) is a part of a project under the Asian Security Ini-
tiative of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.
Since its inception in 2009, the project has aimed at developing a
framework for regional cooperation in Southern Asia by which
India and China and other South Asian countries could cooper-
ate on key challenges in the military, economic and infrastructure
realms.

The first volume focusing on ‘Military Confidence-building
and India-China Relations: Fighting Distrust’ edited by Maj. Gen.
Dipankar Banerjee and Dr Jabin T. Jacob was released in 2013.
This book remarkably shaped the foci of the project and set the
prelude for the current volume which looks at the remaining
two core areas identified under the project: expanding economic
activity along the Sino-Indian border areas and developing
infrastructure for connectivity between India and China.

Based on field research in Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Nepal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and
Bangladesh along with similar studies across China, scholars
prepared their first drafts that were discussed at a conference in
Chengdu, China. These essays were subsequently revised after
another round of discussion amongst the Indian scholars held in
Gangtok, Sikkim.

Though the project was conceived and implemented based on
extensive field trips all over South Asia, especially along border
regions, there have been recent developments which are likely
to shape the future course in this region. China’s ‘One Belt One
Road’ strategy along with its push for the Maritime Silk Road
(MSR) was outlined at a time when the drafts of this volume were
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at an advanced stage. While these are significant developments,
the essays in this volume predate this new Chinese push.

While most chapters outline political exigencies, economic
hurdles, topographical advantages and disadvantages, the find-
ings and recommendations are substantiated by extensive field
trip inferences. The larger attempt has been to formulate recom-
mendations and implementation strategies for respective decision-
makers to take advantage of the window of opportunity that
exists in South Asia today. Timely initiatives from these partici-
pating countries can immensely help to capitalize and consolidate
the economic growth of the South Asian region.

It has been attempted to identify innovative ways of how
bordering regions in South Asia can engage with each other for
effective coordination in transport infrastructure and enhance-
ment of trade activities. While there are obvious comparisons
on the national level, there is also an attempt to look for regional
solutions and enhanced engagement of the smaller administra-
tive units of these countries in a more autonomous manner, for
instance, envisaging a particular ‘Sichuan model'.

It is most opportune to express our sincere gratitude to Maj. Gen.
Dipankar Banerjee, Former Director of the Institute, along with
DrJabin T. Jacob, who conceived this project. We are tremendously
thankful to both of them for their support. We are also grateful to
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation for entrusting
this study to the IPCS. We express our sincere gratitude to all the
Indian, Chinese, Nepalese and Bangladeshi participants at the
Chengdu conference and to the Chinese People’s Association for
Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD) which helped with organizing
and hosting the conference in China. Thanks are also due to Dr
Mallika Joseph who helped at several stages of the project and
IPCS researchers for helping with the editing and proofreading,
especially Nayantara Shaunik, and Teshu Singh for her support in
facilitating the book during the final stages.

We are also grateful to the Central University of Sikkim in
Gangtok for helping us with facilitating a dialogue at the national
level. As an extended part of this study, the Institute also con-
stituted a Task Force led by Amb TCA Rangachari, Mr Jayadeva
Ranada and Professor Madhu Bhalla, which held meetings
in New Delhi and Gangtok, including a field trip to Nathu La.



Preface Xxvii

The Task Force came out with a report titled ‘Trans-Himalayan
Trade 2020: Looking beyond Nathu La” besides which a series
of essays titled Nathu La Papers were published by the Institute
separately.

The editors are also immensely grateful to the publisher and
his team for their patience and support in making this work
possible.

D. Suba Chandran
Bhavna Singh
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