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PREFACE

The fourth edition of Rheumnatology is:

» The most comprehensive, authoritative rheumatology text, designed
to meet the complete needs of all practicing and academic rheuma-
tologists as well as arthritis related health care professionals and
scientists interested in disorders of the musculoskeletal system.
Firmly grounded on modern medical science, integrating the relevant
basic biology with current clinical practice.

* Easily accessible, user-friendly, and a beautifully illustrated colour
publication.

Consistent in style and format, and each chapter is written to a
strict template and rigorously edited.

A genuinely international book, with editors, authors and material
drawn from all over the world.

Fully up-to-date, with carefully selected references to original work
and key reviews up to and including articles published in the peer-
reviewed literature through 2007.

THE FOURTH EDITION OF RHEUMATOLOGY 1S A
COMPREHENSIVE AND EXCITING BOOK

The international team of editors representing the entire spectrum of
academic and clinical rheumatology and biomedical, clinical and epi-
demiological research, has again brought together a group of inter-
nationally renowned authors to deliver essential information on the
scientific basis of rheumatic disease and the definition, epidemiology,
pathophysiology, clinical features, and management of all muscu-
loskeletal and rheumatic diseases.

This edition builds on the success of the third edition.
Rheumatology 3e was noted to be “|An| outstanding reference work ...
the single text one should own ... A remarkable accomplishment,
notable for its comprehensiveness as well as its wisdom” (JAMA). We

have retained all the unique features of the book. We have continued
to use templates for each chapter, and have pursued a rigorous editorial
policy in order to ensure that the content and format of the book
remain both consistent and of the highest possible standard.

The introductory section, as well as that on principles of therapy,
has been expanded with the inclusion of new chapters on signal
transduction, innate immunity, nutrition and emerging therapeutic
targets. A new section on imaging has been added. Every chapter has
either been carefully revised or, in many cases, completely rewritten.
There is new information on basic biomedical science, clinical
therapeutics, disease and outcome assessment, and patient manage-
ment and rehabilitation. While much new information has been added,
we have also either combined or deleted eight chapters, so that the total
extent of the book is now almost 200 pages shorter. We have also
continued to improve the index, in order to make it easier for the reader
to find the material that he or she wants.

The fourth edition includes a CD-ROM of the images in the book
downloadable in Powerpoint® as well as access to www.rheumtext.com
to enable rapid electronic searches of the contents of the entire
2-volume set. You will also find a complete library of easily downloadable
electronic images, links to PUBMED and key society web sites, self-
assessment tests, outcome measurement tools and patient information
and continuous content updates.

The production of the fourth edition of Rheumatology has been a
greatly enjoyable team effort. We would like to thank every one of the
authors who have contributed to this or any previous edition of the
book, as well as the excellent team -at Elsevier. We look forward to
bringing you a fifth edition of Rheumatology at the beginning of the
next decade.
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