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Preface

I wrote this book for law students everywhere. It helps in understanding
English law if you have a grasp of the sources, the institutions, the people
who populate them and the way cases progress through them. Studying
the English Legal System should be stimulating. Our legal system is very
old and very important, in worldwide terms. Its rich hl\t()l\’ Is awesome
so I hope I have not made the English Legal System seem dull. At the
same time, the system is a living organism. It is transforming rapidly
before our eyes. This edition has had to be entirely rewritten, such is the
pace of change in the context of every Chapter. The way it develops
raises intense political and moral issues. Above all, T hope it helps you to
understand that the law exists in the real world, not in bhooks.

Penny Darbyshire, October 2001,
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