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PART ONE: PERHAPS AN ACCIDENT

N Friday noon, July the twentieth,

1714, the finest bridge in all Peru

brcke and precipitated five travellers

into the gulf below. This bridgc was on the high-
road between Lima and Cuzco and hundreds of
persons passed over it every day. It had been
woven of osier by the Incas more than a cehtury
before and visitors to the city were always led
out to see it. It was a mere ladder of thin slats
swung out over the gorge, with handrails of dried
vine, Horses and coaches and chairs had to go
down hundreds of feet below and pass over the
narrow torrent on rafts, but no one, not even the
Viceroy, not even the Archbishop of Lima, had
descended with the baggage rather than cross
by the famous bridge of San Luis Rey. St. Louis
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of France himself protected it, by his name and
by the little mud church on the further side. The
bridge seemed to be among the things that
last forever; it was unthinkable that it should
break. The moment a Peruvian heard of the acci-
dent he signed himself and made a mental calcu-
lation as to how recently he had crossed by it and
how soon he had intended crossing by it again.
People wandered about in a trance-like state,
muttering; they had the hallucination of seemg
themselves falling into a gulf.

There was a great service in the Cathedral
T'he bodies of thx victims were approximately col-
lected and approximately separated from one an-
other, and there was great searching of hearts in
the beautiful city of Lima. Servant giris returned
bracelets which they had stolen from their mis-
tresses, and usurers harangued their wives an-
grily, in defense of usury. Yet it was rather
strange that this event should have so impressed
the Limeans, for in that country those catas-

16



