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NOTE

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of
capital letters combined with figures. Mention of such
a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations
document.

General disclaimer

The designations employed and the presentation of
material in this publication do not imply the expression
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat
of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any
country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Where the designation “country or area” appears in the
headings of tables, it covers countries, territories, cities or
areas. In prior issues of this publication, where the de-
signation “country” appears in the headings of tables, it
should be interpreted to cover countries, territories, cities
or areas.

In some tables, the designation “developed” and “de-
veloping” economies is intended for statistical convenience
and does not, necessarily, express a judgment about the
stage reached by a particular country or area in the de-
velopment process.
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TABLES OMITTED — HIBRL /=%

For tables omitted, see Statistical Yearbooks listed below.

1948: Indexes of number of offences known to the police.

1949-50:
1951:
1952:

1953:
1955:
1956
1957:
1958:
1959:

1960:

1961:
1963:

1964:

1965:
1966:
1967:
1968:

1969:

1970:

Indexes of number of persons convicted.
Persons convicted of major offences, index numbers.
Newspaper circulation.

Gross and net reproduction rates.
Crude marriage rates.

Benzol, production. .
Gross national expenditures, estimates.

Inland waterways, traffic.

Domestic credits of banks.

Wholesale Prices of selected commodities.
Cash operations.

Social security schemes.

Expectations of life at ages 0, 20, 40, 60.
Roofing slates, production.

Footwear, production.

Building bricks, production.

Roofing tiles, production.

Radio broadcasting, stations.
Television broadcasting, stations.

Gross domestic capital formation.

Private consumption expenditure.
Distribution of national income.

Percentage distribution of value added in industry.
Percentage distribution of number of engaged in industry.
Index numbers of gross domestic product.

Illiteracy rate, 15 years of age and over, by sex.

World trade: index numbers by regions and countries.
Analytic data on world trade.
Cobalt ore (Co content), production.

Cottonseed, production.

Linseed (flaxseed), production.

Olive oil, production.

Cotton spinning spindles, number installed.

Cotton looms, number installed.

Wool spinning spindles and looms, number installed.
Superphosphates, production.

Retail price comparisons to determine salary differentials
of United Nations officials.

Special tables on economic progress in the post-war world.
World exports: total, manufactured goods and other goods.
Rye, production.

Land use and irrigated land.
Forest areas and growing stock.
Indexes of ocean freight rates.

(continued on next page)
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Flow of capital from centrally planned economies to develop-
ing countries.

Net movement of long-term capital and official donations
from developed market economies and multilateral agencies
to developing countries.

Dwellings constructed by type of investor and size (number
of rooms).

Total population estimates by regions, 1975-2000.
Estimates of urban and rural population by regions and
countries, 1950-1985.

Available food supplies.

Net food supplies per capita.

Long films, number produced.

Economically active fgopulation.

Sea-borne freight traffic at world ports, by countries or areas.
Books: translations, production by subject groups.

Books: translations, production by original languages.
Railways: rolling stock.

Daily and non-daily general interest newspapers: number,
circulation and copies per 1000 inhabitants.
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EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS

Category not applicable. .................iiiiuiiiiie e
Dara iatavailuble ' \0 105, o ey o s aEmmuRihaa & - oaitins 1oiceris
Magnitude Zero. . ......ovunttii i —

Magnitude not zero, but less than half of unit employed....................... { 0

Provisional or estimated figure. ..................cooiiiiiii
United Nations estimate. ... ................ooeeeuunnereins

A marked break in the series is indicated by a vertical bar.....................
Decimal figures are always preceded by a period (.).

Thousands and millions are separated by a space.

Figures not included in totals and subtotals are given in parentheses.
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INTRODUCTION

This is the thirtieth issue of the Statistical Yearbook.*
It contains annual data received up to the end of 1978
and in most cases covers the last ten years.

The tables of the Statistical Yearbook are grouped in
27 chapters. The first chapter, entitled “World summary”,
summarizes the global aggregates divided into geographic
and economic areas and is intended primarily for users
interested in the broader world economic aspects corre-
lated to population, national income, agricultural and in-
dustrial production, energy, external trade and transport.

The “World summary” is followed by chapters dealing
with population and manpower. The subsequent chapters
on detailed economic statistics show data on production
(in agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining and quarrying,
manufacturing, construction), on energy, on trade (in-
ternal and external trade), on transportation and com-
munications and on total and per capita consumption of
agricultural products, fertilizers etc.

Summary economic statistics are contained in the next
group of chapters. These include statistical tables relating
to the balance of payments, wages and prices, national
accounts, finance, budget accounts and public debt and
development assistance.

The last group of chapters relate to social phenomena.
In the chapter on health, data on hospital establishments
and health personnel are shown. Regarding housing, the
number of private households and dwellings, size, density
of occupation, facilities etc. are given. These are followed
by data on education, science and technology and culture.

All the tables which appeared in the Statistical Year-
book, 1977 have been maintained in the present volume,
with the exception of:

158.
215.

Railways: rolling stock.

Daily and non-daily general interest newspapers:
number, circulation and copies per 1000 inhabi-
tants.

Table 149. Trade structure of developing countries was
expanded this year to include import data.

PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS

Index number comparisons throughout the present vol-
ume are shown, except those for agricultural production
and national accounts on the standard base of 1970 =
100. Index number comparisons for agricultural produc-
tion are shown on the base period of 1969-1971 = 100
and for national accounts as 1975 = 100. The base period
for each series is indicated by the use of bold type to
facilitate the reading of the table.

1See Statistical Yearbook, 1977 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E/F.78.XVIIL1) and previous editions.

The metric system of weights and measures has been
employed throughout the Statistical Y earbook. The British
imperial and United States equivalents will be found in
annex IL

Certain tables contain aggregate figures described as
“total” or “world”. Where such aggregate figures repre-
sent only the summation of the country series shown, they
are placed against the word “total”. Where, however, the
aggregate figures are considered to represent substantially
complete world coverage, because of the wide territorial
scope of the table or on account of the inclusion of data
for the countries not listed, they are placed against the
word “world”. As a rule, appropriate allowance has been
made in the “world” and “total” figures for any gaps that
may exist in the country series shown.

Data relating to People’s Republic of China generally
include those for Taiwan Province in the field of statistics
relating to population, area, natural resources, natural
conditions such as climate etc. In other fields of statistics,
they do not include Taiwan Province unless otherwise
stated.

The data which relate to the Federal Republic of
Germany and the German Democratic Republic include
the relevant data relating to Berlin for which separate
data have not been supplied. This is without prejudice to
any question of status which may be involved.

Some tables contain data, shown in parentheses, for the
Byelorussian SSR and for the Ukrainian SSR which are
parts of the total estimate for the USSR. Similarly the
table on sugar shows separately data for Hawaii in paren-
theses as a part of the United States’ estimate.

In some tables, the countries and areas are shown in
the following continental order: Africa; America, North;
America, South; Asia, excluding the USSR; Europe, ex-
cluding the USSR; Oceania; USSR. Within each continent,
the countries are arranged in English alphabetical order.
In other tables, the countries are shown in English alpha-
betical order without the continental breakdown. Table 18
constitutes the most complete listing in the Statistical
Yearbook of the geographic areas of the world.

COMPARABILITY OF STATISTICS

1t is the aim of the Statistical Yearbook tables to present
for the various countries, over the period covered, time
series which are as nearly comparable internationally as
the available statistics permit.

A short note explaining the scope and nature of the
figures shown usually accompanies the tables. In some
instances, it has been thought desirable to give more
lengthy explanatory notes at the beginning of a chapter.
The reader is requested to take account of these notes in

xiv



INTRODUCTION (continued)

interpreting the statistics. Attention is also directed to the
qualifying foot-notes to individual series. Additional in-
formation can also be found in the 1977 Supplement to the
Statistical Y earbook and the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics *
which contains descriptions of the tables published in the
Statistical Yearbook as well as those published in the
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.?

In addition, there occur problems of comparability
over time. When a series is linked to an earlier series,
the year where the linkage took place is indicated by
a short dash on each side of the index number for that
year (e.g. -95-). While the index number for that year is
equally comparable with both series, index numbers for
years preceding it are not, of course, necessarily fully
comparable with those for years subsequent to it. In cases
where the period of linkage extends over part of two
calendar years, the short dashes are similarly placed
between the two calendar years concerned, and when the
linkage took place at a year not shown in the time stub,
but situated between the non-successive years shown, the
dashes are placed between those two years. Where it was
not feasible to link two series together, either on account
of a major change in scope or the absence of an over-
lapping period, they are separated by a vertical bar and
such series are not comparable with each other even if
they are shown on the same base period. Where deemed
necessary, such breaks are explained in an accompanying
foot-note.

In some cases, the comparability of the statistics shown
is affected by changes in territory. As a general rule, the
data in the Statistical Yearbook relate to the country
specified within its present de facto boundaries. However,
the homogeneity of some of the national series shown in
the tables has been affected by changes in territory. Where
important, statistically, attention is called to these territorial
changes by means of a break in the series, a vertical bar,
and an accompanying foot-note.

The reader is referred to annex I where, under the title
“Country nomenclature”, changes in designation in this
volume are listed.

SOURCES

In the preparation of the Statistical Yearbook, the na-
tional statistical authorities throughout the world have
maintained their co-operation at a very high level. Over
125 countries and areas submitted directly, in reply to
a questionnaire, their national statistics for inclusion in the
Statistical Yearbook while other countries made their
national statistics available to the Statistical Yearbook by
means of published documents. Improved statistical cover-

2 United Nations publication.

age has enabled the Statistical Yearbook to widen the
territorial scope of many of its tables and to provide more
comprehensive and accurate world and continental aggre-
gates.

Where the data for a table have been furnished by a
specialized agency or similar body, a source acknowledge-
ment is made either at the foot of the table or else in
the relevant general note. The absence of such source
reference indicates that the table has been compiled by
the Statistical Office on the basis of information obtained
directly from the national statistical offices or from sta-
tistical publications.

Acknowledgement is due to the following specialized
agencies and intergovernmental bodies which furnished
data for the tables as indicated in the source references:
International Labour Organisation; Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations; United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization; International
Civil Aviation Organization; World Health Organization;
International Monetary Fund; Universal Postal Union;
International Telecommunication Union; Nuclear Energy
Agency of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development and International Atomic Energy
Agency; Committee for Whaling Statistics (Sandefjord,
Norway); Secretariat of the Rubber Study Group (Lon-
don); International Coffee Organization (London); Inter-
national Sugar Organization (London); International
Tea Committee (London); International Tin Council
(London); International Cotton Advisory Committee
(Washington); World Tourism Organization (Madrid);
Commonwealth Secretariat (London) acting in conjunction
with the International Wool Textile Organization. Valu-
able assistance has also been received from Lloyds Regis-
ter of Shipping (London), the Textile Economics Bureau
(New York), the American Telephone and Telegraph
Company (New Jersey), the Gulf Publishing Company
(Houston, Texas), the Petroleum Times (London), the
World Energy Conference (London), and the Bureau of
Mines, United States Department of the Interior.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

The Statistical Yearbook is designed to serve as a
convenient summary volume of the international statistics
currently available. As such, it is part of a co-ordinated
and interrelated set of periodic publications issued by the
United Nations and its specialized agencies.

Readers interested in more detailed figures than
presented in this volume and seeking information on the
full range of internationally assembled statistics on special
fields may find it useful to consult the following other
major publications:



INTRODUCTION (continued)

United Nations: Yearbook of Fishery Statistics

Demographic Yearbook Yearbook of Forest Products

Yearbook of National Accounts Statistics United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Vol. L. Individual Country Data Organization:
Vol. I1. International Tables Statistical Yearbook

World Energy Supplies o
Yearbook of Industrial Statistics World Health Organization:
Vol. 1. General Industrial Statistics World Health Statistics Annual

Vol. II. Commodity Production Data

; 7 ernati Monetary Fund:
Yearbook of International Trade Statistics International Monetary

Vol. 1. Trade by Country International Financial Statistics
Vol. II. Trade by Commodity

Yearbook of Construction Statistics

International Civil Aviation Organization:

Digest of Statistics — Airline Traffic
Commodity Trade Statistics

Monthly Bulletin of Statistics
Population and Vital Statistics Report OTHER REFERENCES
International Labour Office: "
Statistical tables not appearing in the present volume

Yearbook of Labour Statistics but available in earlier issues of the Statistical Yearbook

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United ar® listed in “Tables omitted” on pages xi and xii.

Nations:
s A bilingual country index, in English alphabetical

Production Yearbook order, is contained at the end of the Statistical Yearbook.
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