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Preface

Preface

I began writing the first edition of this book, Fractures of
the Pelvis and Acetabulum in 1982 and it was published in
1984, 30 short years ago. That first edition was a labor of
love; an attempt to summarize the pioneering work of my
mentor, Dr George Pennal on pelvicring disruption and the
work of Robert Judet and Emile Letournel on acetabular
trauma. Along with the summary of the pioneering work
in this field, new thoughts on classification, biomechanics,
and treatment of these injuries was formulated. This was
the adolescent phase of knowledge in this important and
growing field of pelvic trauma.

By the time of the second edition in 1995, this field had
come of age, and by the third edition in 2003, it had become
a mature subspecialty of orthopaedic traumatology. This
new fourth edition was deemed necessary because of
significant advances in diagnosis and treatment, primarily
using new technology.

This new fourth edition is published by AOTrauma. Almost
all the chapters have been extensively rewritten. All the
chapter authors, including the new ones, are internation-
ally renowned and all have made substantial contributions
to our pelvic knowledge base. The section on minimally
invasive techniques using image guidance has also been
expanded.

The drawings have been skillfully redone, and many new
cases added. Also included are new in-depth videos of sur-
gical approaches and reduction and fixation techniques by
world renowned experts.

The chapters on outcomes of care have been rewritten and
include an extensive bibliography.

The editors believed that with all the updated materials,
the expanded edition should be divided into two volumes.
Dr Mark Vrahas has joined with Dr James Kellam as coeditors
of volume 1, Pelvis, and Dr David Helfet has remained as
editor of volume 2, Acetabulum.

The first edition published 30 years ago was a small, single
volume, largely single author, deeply personal book. Although
the book has evolved in this fourth edition to a two-volume
multiauthored text, with new videos, new illustrations, and
extensive rewriting of the text, I am proud, along with my
coeditors, that the basic philosophy of care of the severely
injured patient has remained; care based on a careful as-
sessment of the personality of the injury including both
patient and fracture factors. Although our technology is
rapidly changing, this philosophy will remain as the hallmark
of exemplary patient care.

L

Marvin Tile, CM, MD, BSc(Med), FRCS(C)
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