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Unit 1

Myths and Tales

Section A

Preview

(X%) (the Bible) M (IHZ)) (the Old Testament) #I(#H %) (the New
Testament) RS HK. TEEX, ENAEIHLENARBRESR T REGERNE KE
. ERBAATAER, EmAMHER, LZERNFLAIREENEHZEMEA
RIS B HE N, AR SC( FFRBEHE ) (The Creation of the World) & H (£ £ ) FI (IH
2)) . eFRAMNLEFUAEARNNERCUETHEN—T, 8FE Wz R—A%.

The Creation of the World

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the
earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw
that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.

God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night”. There was
evening, and there was morning — the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate
water from water.” So God made the vault and separated the water under
the vault from the water above it. And it was so. God called the vault “sky.”
And there was evening, and there was morning — the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered to one place,
and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. God called the dry ground
“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was
good.

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing
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plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to

their various kinds.” And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants
bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in
it according to their various kinds. And God saw that it was good. And
there was evening, and there was morning — the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate
the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times,
and days and years. And let there be lights in the vault of sky to give light
on the earth.” And it was so. God made two great lights — the greater
light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also
made the stars. God set them in the vault of sky to give light on the
earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there
was morning — the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters teem with living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” So God created the
great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water
teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. God
blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” And there was
evening, and there was morning — the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to
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their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and
the wild animals, each according to its kinds.” And it was so. God made
the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their
kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness
so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over
the livestock and all the wild animals, and all the living creatures that
move along the ground.”

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God
he created them. God formed a man from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living
being. Now God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he
put the man he had formed. God made all kinds of trees grow out of the
ground — trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the
middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.

God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it. He commanded the man, “You are free to eat from
any tree in the garden, but you must not eat the fruit from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly
die.”

Then God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make
a helper suitable for him.” But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So
God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and while he was sleeping,
he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh.
Then God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and
he brought her to the man.

Then the man said:

“This is now bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

She shall be called ‘woman,’

for she was taken out of man.”

This is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his
wife, and they become one flesh.

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number, fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was



evening, and there was morning — the sixth day.

17 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing;
so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.

18 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

hover ['hova] v. (of birds, helicopters, etc.) to stay in the air in one place (&, BEAHE) #IH; i

vault [vo:lt] n. an arched roof; a thing like an arched roof, especially the sky Zk#; k=

vegetation [ved3i'terfan] n. plants in general, especially the plants that are found in a particular area or
environment (Zi#%) #¥); (FCIER Mk IR AR ) e, HPER, B

sacred ['seikrid] a. connected with God or a god; considered to be holy L7FHY; #ify; fi2£HI

teem [tiim] o. to be full of people, animals, etc. moving around 72, iEff, LA E (BEDERIA. BI¥5E)
livestock ['larvstok] 7. [mass noun]| the animals kept on a farm, for example cows or sheep #:&; &
nostril ['npstral] n. either of the two openings at the end of the nose that you breathe through &1L

rib [rib] z. any of the curved bones that are connected to the spine and surround the chest i

subdue [sob'dju:] 2. to bring sb./sth. under control, especially by using force fil{k; fiEfR; £l

vast [vast] a. extremely large in area, size, amount, etc. iT f@fJ; ERRY; KA

array [o're1] 2. [usually single] a group or collection of things or people, often one that is large or

impressive Kiff; KBf; K

1. (ZRYRENTHALN—EO. SHREIGHOXEEER, (Z2) AFRESBEX
ERRE—PEENAL . MUHIZTHEERFEUREE THE, XM THREERF AR
i, ERENRME R . I NIRRT ER S . B,

2. ‘BB EHERX NREL WFEENXFS, 2L REE . ‘ZEE2EINER, Bk,
EBHERT AT LR E#ENE, NIAT—5, RHRAEDFLRE, ARERIIERS
b, BRIBIIA AR KRIZHE ABBER (Jesus) . EEHOANHR E—IEYRH EF ISR,
ERERFE(E EREMIAEANRE, EERERSHMAEIAEDT, HEZFDIMATERARESR
E R BFIEIRR BRI+ E5T%E, (BREEEEAANKE. BEBEHEES
AREHR (FRBERY)  RIEHK (TFREHK) | 38 (RE—RITEEHRERERY ) . EEHH
ERTFR, HEHR (Z22) . BEERSFI =R, BEFHIIASS=KERIERH.
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{Z£) (the Bible 8 the Holy Scriptures) H{IBZ) (the Old Testament) 1 {#r£9)
(the New Testament) FBEBH ERK - (IBL ) RERBHEXRIE (Hebrew) BpkhY, AT

FHAEHROMERFARANDENZHET. (FFH) UBFHBEXSRK . 2cdttehd,

BOFENEEETIBT—H (Constantine |) IBEBHEAEY, A(ZLE)METHT X

iEK (The Vulgate) . BI 71742, REEBEF—t (James |) 847U EHwF, F1611
FERHERT EXERE, XH2EREREBN. REVEN (REZLZ) (The Authorized
Version, X#rThe King James Version) .
4. BEX(RR)NR—HPEENNZEE, EREFENXFEARE LEEXEHRIRTEN.
WEHERINFA XR. ERRUZZEHELEMT, CIIEEAXER5ER MREITHLENZER
9% - Y147 (John Bunyan) 8932 ( X&HIE) (The Pilgrim’s Progress) , BE17HLEX
FALE - B/RE (John Milton) B91i% (KRR ) (Paradise Lost) . (€ KR ) (Paradise
Regained) E&HE (R4 ) PRI,
5. 5(X£&) BB
O Adam: the symbol of being old, obsolete and primitive
O Adam'’s ale: water
O Adam'’s apple: the protruding part in a man’s throat
O Adam'’s profession: agriculture, gardening
O Adam'’s son: men or human beings
O Adam and Eve: the first humans created by God
6. EBHEETH:
O 275 (Christmas) : 8F12H825B 2L SEEREENTH. 12824 08¢ “Z3R ", 1BiFH
BRI, FRA “IRIES", AR SEPERIE AT EE

O Z3#H (Good Friday) : EiFTRINERTR, L£EEEMEITEETFRE.

O Ei&7 (Easter Day): 8557 BRGEE—1E#H (3B8218E482502i8) , L ERER
WETRETFRZEE=KREE.

O KB (Thanksgiving Day) : SEMEETE2EFMBNENN280; MEXNRBT
NESFI0BNETEH—, 5S=ENS{CHBEER . BRETHHERTEREIEZREHE
Kim, RERNT RS ERGFHTURL . BUSIENSE = ARYFSED.

Ability Cultivation

Vocabulary Activities
Idioms

An idiom is a phrase or sentence whose meaning is not clear from the meaning of its
individual words but must be learnt as a whole unit. Used properly, idioms can make
your language idiomatic, that is, colourful and natural to a native speaker.



A. The following are some common idioms from the Bible. Match each idiom
with its definition.

1. Adam’s apple a. the dominant portion

2. the salt of the earth b. separate the good from the wicked

3. the writing on the wall c. a cherished person or object

4. Benjamin's mess d. the most valuable members of society
5. the apple of the eye e. the protruding part in a man’s throat
6. separate the sheep f. a sign or warning of impending disaster

from the goats

B. Complete the following sentences with the idioms from Exercise A above.

1. We'll go through the list of members, and ;
can be more clearly seen on men than women’s

throats.

3. Keep me as , hide me under the shadow of the
wings.

4. You all are . Our hope is placed on you.

5. When Bill's team lost four games in a row, he saw

6. In the joint venture, of the benefit goes to him.

Explaining Figurative Expressions with Your Own Words

Many figurative expressions come from the Bible and can be employed by skillful
writers to make comparisons, convey subtle meanings and bring vivid pictures to
readers’ mind.

Comprehend the following underlined figurative expressions and explain them
with your own words.

1. God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take
care of it.

2. Then the man said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh:
she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

3. So God caused the man Adam to fall into a deep sleep, and while Adam
was sleeping, God took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the
place with flesh. Then God made a woman Eve from the rib he had taken



