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Preface

This book is long overdue. Those who are interested in the regulation of financial
markets in the Netherlands and who do not master the Dutch language, now have at
their disposal a source from which they can satisfy their appetite. A dozen or so
authors with both practical and academic qualifications have contributed to this
book. Each author is well qualified on the subject he or she covers. All contribu-
tions put together give a useful and comprehensive overview of what Dutch reg-
ulation of the financial markets is about in 2010 (i.e., the early part of this year).
The financial markets (or at least major parts thereof) are in turmoil and so is
regulation. The response of legislators and regulators to the financial crisis of
the past couple of years tends to offer more rather than less regulation. Regulation
in the Netherlands — like regulation in other countries and at supranational levels —
is subject to rapid and frequent changes. Readers should be aware that this book by
definition captures the situation at a given moment in time and that is the early part
of 2010. In principle, legislation proposed or implemented after 1 April 2010 has
not been considered in this book. I trust that readers from various backgrounds will
use this book with pleasure and will easily find what they are looking for.

S.E. Eisma
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