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An Introduction to Using Video in the Classroom

Welcome to the second edition of the World
Link Video Course. The video course is part of
the World Link textbook series, a four-level core
series for young adult and adult learners of English
from the beginning to intermediate level. With a
completely new video segment in each unit and
revised activities, this new edition creates more
interesting and fun opportunities for learners to
become fluent in everyday English.

The World Link Videos

Each of the World Link videos contains twelve
video units. Each video unit consists of three
segments—Good Morning World, City Living, and
Global Viewpoints.

* Good Morning World segments are a morning
show program featuring interviews, discussions,
and demonstrations in the style of talk shows. The
hosts, Jay Jones and Kim Kimal, welcome many
guests and discuss various topics associated
with the themes and language presented in the
World Link Student Books.

e City Living segments are original dramatic
episodes, filmed in engaging sitcom-like style.
They focus on the lives of six young people from
a variety of international backgrounds living
in New York City. Each episode reinforces and
expands upon the language presented in the
corresponding unit of the student books.

* Global Viewpoints segments consist of real-life
interviews in which a wide range of students
and professional people from around the world
present their personal views on issues related
to unit topics.

The World Link Video Course Workbooks

Each video workbook has twelve eight-page
units that correspond to the video units. Each
unit is divided into three main parts. The first part
focuses on the Good Morning World episode, the
second on City Living, and the final part on the
Global Viewpoints interviews. Each part contains
a variety of task-based activities based on the
video segment. In the back of the video course
workbook are complete transcripts of the dialog
from the video segments.
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Good Morning World and City Living

Both the Good Morning World and City Living
parts of the unit are made up of three sections:

e Before You Watch

Uses a variety of exercises to present and preview
key vocabulary used in the video. The exercises are
designed to make the language used in the video
more readily accessible to students.

* While You Watch

Features a variety of viewing activities designed to
increase students’ understanding of the language
and story line of the episode.

e After You Watch

Consists of follow-up language exercises focusing
on grammar and useful expressions from the
video.

Global Viewpoints

The Global Viewpoints part of the unit is made
up of a Before You Watch section focusing on
necessary vocabulary, and a While You Watch
section focusing on video comprehension.
The final section, Your View, asks for personal
responses to questions about issues related to the
theme of the entire unit.

Real English boxes appear throughout each unit
and explain cultural points or colloquial language
that appears in the City Living and Global
Viewpoints video segments.

The World Link Video Course Teacher’s Guide

The World Link Video Course Teacher's Guide
contains unit-by-unit teaching notes, including
a Lesson Planner and Lesson Summary for each
unit as well as step-by-step instructions for using
the Video and the Video Course Workbook in the
classroom. Each unit also contains suggestions
for a variety of communicative activities called
"Communication Links”, which are designed
to stimulate conversation in pairs, groups, or
the whole class. In addition, the Video Course
Teacher’s Guide includes the answers for the
Video Course Workbook activities along with
photocopiable video worksheets.



Using Video in the Classroom

Video is one of the most useful aids available for
language teaching. It is motivating. It shows how
people speak to each other. It is excellent for
teaching both behavior and body language. It
shows the culture of the people using the language.
It is one of the best ways of communicating
meaning and stimulating students to talk. But how
can you exploit these advantages most effectively
in the classroom? In addition to having students
do the activities described in the Video Course
Workbook and implementing the ideas in the
teaching notes in this Video Course Teacher’s
Guide, there are several useful techniques you can
use to add variety to your classroom lessons and to
make more effective use of video in the classroom.

The following is a description of five basic
techniques for using video in the classroom: silent
viewing, pause / freeze frame, sound only, split
viewing, and normal viewing. I've also included
suggestions for specific teaching activities based
on each technique.

1. Silent Viewing

This technique, which involves playing the
video with the sound off and showing only
the pictures, can be used to stimulate student
interest and language use about what is being
shown on the screen (rather than what can be
heard on the soundtrack), or to get students to
focus on what is being said, through the use
of a variety of guessing and prediction tasks.
Playing a short video sequence with the sound
turned off not only helps students concentrate
on the situation, but it also stimulates their
imagination. Some classroom activities based
on the Silent Viewing technique are:

* What are they saying?

Show a dramatic scene with short exchanges
of dialog, where the action, emotions, setting,
and situation give clues to what is being said
by the characters. Students watch the scene
with the sound off and guess or predict what
the characters are saying. Then they watch
the scene with the sound on and compare
their guesses and predictions with what the
characters actually say.

* What's happening?

Write the following three questions on the
board, or dictate them to students:

Where are the people?

Who are they?

What's happening?

Students watch a dramatic scene and use the
questions as a guide to help them guess the
gist of the situation rather than the exact words
used by the characters.

* What's the conversation?

Students watch a dramatic scene, preferably
one involving a conversation between two
people. Then they work in pairs and try to
write an appropriate dialog to accompany the
pictures. Students practice their dialog in pairs
and then take turns performing the dialog in
front of the class. Finally, students watch the
scene again, this time with the sound on, and
compare their dialog with the dialog that is
actually used in the video.

* What did you see?

Students watch a video sequence and then
write a descriptive commentary on what they
see.

2. Pause / Freeze Frame

This technique, which involves using the pause
button to stop the video while keeping a still
picture frozen on the screen, can be used with
eithersound on orsound off. The Pause / Freeze
Frame technique is useful for concentrating
on a single image or sentence in a video
sequence. It is ideal for studying language in
detail. For additional language reinforcement,
it can be used in conjunction with displaying
the subtitles that accompany each World Link
video sequence. Some classroom activities
based on the Pause / Freeze Frame technique
are:

e Listen and say

Students watch a video sequence twice with
the sound on. During the first viewing they
simply follow the story. During the second
viewing, use the pause function to stop the

An Introduction ta Using Video in the Classroom ® 5



An Introduction to Using Video in the Classroom

video from time to time so that students
can repeat the line just spoken. Encourage
students to use the same intonation and stress
patterns as the speakers. Offer opportunities
for individual students to repeat the lines, as
well as for the whole class to repeat the lines
in chorus.

¢ Tell me what you see

Play a video sequence with the sound off and
pause at a convenient point to show a still
picture. Students work in pairs and take turns
describing what they see in the picture. As a
variation, instead of using a single picture, you
can pause at several different points where
specific items come into prominence.

* Guess the next line

Students watch a dramatic sequence, preferably
one involving a dialog between two characters,
with the sound on. During the viewing, pause
the video at several different points, always just
after one character has asked a question or
said a sentence to which the second character
is expected to respond. Students guess what
the second character will say in response to
what the first character has said. After eliciting
suggested responses from students, play the
video and allow students to hear the actual
response used in the video. After going
through a sequence in this manner, play the
entire sequence again, straight through without
pausing, so that students have a chance to
follow the dialog spoken at its natural pace.

3. Sound Only

This technique involves playing the video
with the sound en-and no picture. (Cover the
screen with a cloth, a coat, or a large piece of
paper.) With Sound Only, students listen and
concentrate on what they hear, rather than
on what they see. As with Silent Viewing, the
creation of an information gap stimulates the
imagination and student language use. Some
classroom activities based on the Sound Only
technique are:

e Describe the person

Choose a video sequence in which one

6 * An Introduction to Using Video in the Classroom

character speaks continuously for at least 10 or
15 seconds. On the board, write a list of words
that students are likely to need to describe
the character, for example, old, young, tall,
short, dark, fair, nice, nasty. Play the video
sequence with sound only. Students listen
and write down the words they feel describe
the character. Students then work in pairs or
small groups, comparing and giving reasons
for their answers. Elicit some answers (and
reasons for them) from the class. Then replay
the sequence with sound and picture so that
students can modify or confirm their original
answers.

* Describe the scene

Select a video sequence with a soundtrack in
which some clues are given as to the location,
number of characters, and general situation of
the scene. Write the following questions on the
board, or dictate them to students:

Where does the scene take place?
How many characters are in it?
How are they dressed?

What are their ages?

What is their relationship?

What are they doing?

Play the sequence with sound only. Students
listen and then work in pairs or small groups
asking and answering the questions and giving
reasons for their answers. Finally, play the
scene again, this time with sound and picture.
Students discuss the questions again, taking
into consideration the new information they
now have from the pictures.

4. Split Viewing

The technique of Split Viewing involves having
some students see a video sequence and hear
the soundtrack, while other students only hear
the sound track. Some activities based on the
Split Viewing technique are:

e Tell me what happened

This activity is a lot like a game. Divide the class
into pairs. One student in each pair is a listener
who faces away from the screen. The other



student is a watcher who faces the screen. Play
the video episode. Listeners listen only. When
the sequence ends, the watchers have three
minutes to tell the listeners what they saw. At
the end, encourage one or two listeners to
sum up the story. Then replay the episode for
all students to watch. At the end, the listeners
and the watchers compare their earlier versions
with what actually happens in the video.

* Find out what happened

This activity follows a procedure similar to
that described above, but instead of watchers
telling listeners what happened, the listeners
have to ask the watchers questions to find
out what happened. After listeners have
interviewed watchers, call on listeners to
report the information they found out. This
is all useful practice in asking questions and
reporting information.

. Normal Viewing

As you would expect, the technique of Normal
Viewing involves watching the video with sound
and picture, the way most people normally
watch TV or a video. There are numerous
activities based on this technique, and only a
few of them are listed here. The most common
and popular techniques that involve Normal
Viewing are:

* Role play

Select a video sequence with a dialog involving
two or three characters. Divide the class into
groups composed of the same number of
students as there are characters in the video
sequence. Play the sequence twice. Students’
task is to study the situation in the video
and then role-play the same situation using
whatever words or other means they wish. After
students have viewed the sequence twice,
allow the groups five minutes or so to practice
role-playing the situation in the video. Finally,
groups take turns performing their role plays
for the class, using their own words, actions,
and gestures. Role play is an excellent way of
having students use the language they have
learned. With role play students concentrate

not just on the language people use, but also
on how they behave.

* Change!

This is a variation of role play (above). In large
classes, each group prepares the role of one
character. It then nominates one of its members
to play that character. During the role play,
members can be Substituted by the teacher
calling “Change!"” or by anothér group member
tapping the role player on the shoulder and
replacing him or her.

* Behavior study

In this activity, students watch a dramatic
sequence, imagine a similar situation in their
own country, and examine the differences
in behavior. Select a video sequence that
illustrates two or three incidents of behavior
that are culturally different from students’ own
culture. Ask students to observe the video
carefully. Play the video sequence and pause
after each incident. Elicit information about
what the people in the video said and did and
how this differs from students’ culture. For
example: Watch how the people greet each
other. Play the relevant part of the sequence
and elicit from the class:

. where the people are

. what they say

. what they do

. what their relationship is

. how they would act differently in students'’
own language and culture

® 00 0w

* Comparing situations

Two or three incidents or sequences can be
contrasted to allow students to compare
behavior in two different situations (e.g. people
greeting each other at a party, and people
greeting each other at a business meeting).

* Prediction

Before having students watch a scene, tell the
class where the scene takes place and ask them
to predict eight to ten things they might see in
the video. For example, for a scene that takes
place in a kitchen, students might predict the

An Introduction to Using Video in the Classroom e 7



An Introduction to Using Video in the Classroom

following: an apple, a cake, a cook, a stove,
a table, a spoon, a sink, a chair, a refrigerator.
Play the video. Students watch and call out the
names of the predicted items as they see them
on the video.

* Thinking and feeling

As much as the words we use, our body
language—such as posture, gestures, and
facial expressions—conveys what we really
think and feel. An interesting and valuable
activity involves describing what characters in a
video are thinking and feeling, using clues from
the dialog and the body language they use. To
carry out this activity, start by pre-teaching a
number of words students can use to describe
feelings exhibited by a character or characters
in the video, for example, angry, irritated,
furious, curious, surprised, disappointed,
unhappy, worried. Students’ task is to watch the
video and name the feelings being expressed.
Play the video, stopping at crucial points to
focus on a character. Ask students which word
describes the character’s emotions or feelings
at that point, and have them give reasons for
their answers.

¢ Telling the story

Students can watch a video episode and then
produce an oral or written summary of the story.
Alternatively, they can watch a video episode
and make up a story about the events leading
up to the episode they saw on the video or
about what may happen next. Using video to
get students to make up a story is an excellent
way of getting students to recycle the language
they have learned and use it in original ways for
their own purposes.

General Suggestions for Using the World Link
Videos

e Familiarize yourself with the videos.

Before showing a segment to the class, view it
yourself and try doing the activities. In this way,
you will be able to anticipate questions students
may have about the segment.

8 * An Introduction to Using Video in the Classroom

* Allow students to view the videos more than
once.

In order to carry out the viewing activities,
students may need to view an individual segment
several times. Play the segment as often as
students feel is necessary to complete the
activity.

* Clarify directions for viewing activities.

Focus students’ attention more effectively on the
task at hand by making sure they understand the
directions before you play the video segment.

¢ Know your video equipment.

Practice with the equipment you will be using in
class, so that you can easily locate and play the
appropriate segment.

In this introduction, | have described five well-
established techniques for exploiting video
sequences in the EFL/ESL classroom, along with a
variety of activities based on these techniques.

You should treat the techniques and activities |
have outlined as suggestions, not instructions,
and vary them to meet your classroom situation
and the needs and abilities of your students, and,
of course, to suit the particular video segments
you are using.

| have really enjoyed working on the World
Link Video Course, and | hope you and your
students have as much fun using it. My greatest
hope is that the World Link Video Course helps
many, many learners around the world become
confident and fluent speakers of English.

Sincerely,

Susan Stempleski



The World Link Video Characters

Good Morning World is an exciting

and entertaining morning show hosted
by Jay Jones and Kim Kimal. On Good
Morning World, Jay and Kim reveal

much about their unique personalities

as they discuss numerous topics every
morning. The co-hosts welcome a variety
of guests to the show, including a chef,

a doctor, a fashion expert, a movie star,

a politician, and many others. They are
joined by Rashid, the show's quiet but
hard-working assistant. Start every morning
off right with Good Morning World!

Jay Jones Kim Kimal

City Living is the story of the day-to-day lives of six friends living, studying, and working

in New York City. Takeshi Mifune is a film student from Osaka, Japan. He lives with his

best friend Mike Johnson, a struggling actor from Minneapolis, Minnesota. Tara Greene

is a student and waitress from Nottingham, England. Her roommates are Sun-hee Park, a
computer instructor from Seoul, South Korea, and Claudia Oliveira, a software sales manager
from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Claudia’s boyfriend, Roberto Chavez, is a financial analyst from
Mexico City, Mexico. Interesting, exciting, and always fun—that's “City Living”!

Sun-hee Park

Claudia Oliveira Tara Greeﬁe RobertoChavez

The World Link Video Characters e 9



Ul‘lit ]_ « New Friends, New Faces

/LESSON SUMMARY \
Topic : Describing people; talking about oneself

Language Link : Review of the simple present: He wears really big glasses.

Video Summary : In Good Morning World, Jay and Kim talk about a new intern at the studio but Jay mistakenly
describes his hairstylist. In City Living, Sun-hee plans to meet her visiting cousin, but then
her plans change. Her roommate Tara agrees to go instead. When Sun-hee comes home
and sees her cousin, she is surprised because he looks very different. In Global Viewpoints,
people introduce themselves, give some personal information, and describe themselves,

k family members, and friends. J

Good Morning World - Have we met?

Before You Watch

Read the words in the box aloud as students listen and repeat. Have students use the words to complete
the phrases under the pictures. Check answers by calling out a number and having a student read his or her
answer. ANSWER KEeY: 1) tall 2) short 3) blond 4) black 5) blue 6) brown

Communication Link — Have students describe another student in the class. The first person to guess the
correct student gives the next description. Example: A: She’s tall. She has black hair and brown eyes. She’s wearing a
blue skirt. B: Is it Mari? A: Yes, it is!

While You Watch

A Before viewing, read the words in the box aloud as you check comprehension. Give students time
to read the dialog. Answer questions as needed. Play the video as students watch and complete the
sentences. You may need to pause or replay to allow time to write. ANSWER KEY: 1) new 2) nice
3) name 4) always 5) looks 6) average

B Have students read the activity items and answer options. Play the video as many times as needed for
students to circle the correct answers. ANSWER KEY: 1)b. 2)c. 3)a. 4)c. 5) a.

After You Watch

A Review the words in the box and check comprehension. Have students think back to the video as they
complete the blanks with the words. ANsweRr key: 1) black 2) blond 3) brown 4) blue 5) tall 6) short
7) hairstylist 8)intern s

B Work as a group to circle the correct words to complete the sentences. Make suggestions for answers
as needed. ANSWER KEY: 1) are 2)is 3) speaks 4)isn't 5)is

Communication Link — Make true or false statements about the people in this episode of Good Morning World
(Jay, Kim, Adrian, Natalie). Students must vote whether the statements are true or false. Have volunteers correct the
false statements.

10 e Unit 1



City Living - Sun-hee’s favorite cousin

Before You Watch

A Read the vocabulary words aloud as students repeat for pronunciation practice. Then have students
complete the word sets with words from the box. ANSWER KEY: 1) in his thirties 2) brown 3) long
black 4)tall 5) thin 6) glasses

B Read the vocabulary words aloud as students repeat for pronunciation practice. Point out that some
words are more polite than others. For example, “elderly” is more polite than “old.” Then have
students complete the sentences with words from the box. AnNswer key: 1) elderly 2) glasses 3) long
black 4) brown 5) short

Communication Link — Students work in pairs, taking turns describing the people in the pictures. The
listening partner points to the person being described.

While You Watch

A Before viewing, read the words in the box aloud as
you check comprehension. Give students time to read
the dialog. Answer questions as needed. Play the
video as students watch and complete the sentences.
You may need to pause or replay to allow time to
write. ANSWER KEY: 1) bus station 2) great 3) look
like 4) thirties 5) average 6) heavyset 7) long
8) brown 9) speak 10) glasses

Real English: So, . . .

Show the video clip that uses the expression.
Explain that “So" is used to start a turn in a
conversation when you want to change the
subject or ask a question. Students may work

in groups to think of a short dialog where

one person gives part of a description and the
other person uses “So" to ask a question or
change the subject. Example: A: He's in his late
twenties. B: So, is he married?

B Give students time to read the sentences. Remind
students that they are to mark “True"” only if the
statement is completely correct. Play the video as
students mark their answers. Review answers as a
class and have students correct false answers orally as
a group if you wish. ANSWER KEY: 1) True 2) False
3) True 4) False 5) True

After You Watch

A Have students act out the dialogs in the Useful Expressions box. Then read the underlined
expressions aloud as students listen and repeat for pronunciation practice. Encourage students to
think of how the phrases were used in the video before matching the expressions to the definitions.
ANSWER KEY: 1) b. 2)e. 3)a. 4)d. 5c.

B Have students match the sentences and responses. Check answers by asking students to read the
sentences and responses in pairs as dialogs. ANSWER KEY: 1) c. 2)e. 3)a. 4)d. 5b.

¢ Have students study the Language Link box about the simple present tense. Answer any questions
they might have. Remind the class that “Yes/No" questions start with the verb, but that "Wh-"
questions start with question words (taking the opportunity to review them). Point out that some
examples use “be"” while others use "work” and ask for additional examples with other words.
Then have students circle the answers to complete the sentences and check answers with partners.
ANSWER KEY: 1) teaches 2) wants 3) does 4)is 5) are 6)is 7)isn't 8) has

D Students use words from the box to complete the story summary. Encourage students to look closely
at the words surrounding the blanks before making a choice. ANswERr KEy: 1) calls 2) asks 3) agrees
4) looks 5) thirties 6) height 7) wears 8) shows

Communication Link — Students work in pairs. Student A describes a character from City Living to B, making
one mistake in the description. Student B must notice the error and correct the description. Example: A: Sun-hee is
heavyset with long black hair. She doesn’t wear glasses. B: That’s not true! Sun-hee is thin!
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