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his book was written by a man who loves sports. I know that better

than anyone. Don Harrison is my brother-in-law. We've been
connected at the hip through college sports and as brothers-in-law for
more than forty years.

For whoever would care to know—probably no one—I've had a
connection to intercollegiate athletics in Connecticut for almost fifty
years. I was a student athlete at Fairfield University in the early 1960s,
followed by a twenty-year career coaching baseball, then as an athletics
director at three Connecticut colleges: Fairfield University, the University
of Hartford and, most recently, Sacred Heart University, where I'm in
my twenticth year.

Obviously, there was no way Don and I wouldn’t cross paths, having
shared the same footprint, albeit from different vantage points over all
those years. As irony would have it, it was during a time when Don was
covering Fairfield University’s participation in the 1973 NIT that he met
my sister, Patti, at a postgame celebration at Mama Leone’s Restaurant
in New York City. It was a love-at-first-sight encounter. Their love story
compared to none.

Back to my charge writing a foreword to this book...

Don remembers more about Connecticut sports than anyone I know,
albeit professional sports, college, high school or wherever else he finds a
story in the Nutmeg State. For better or for worse, he knows more about
my career in intercollegiate athletics than I care to remember.
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Don is like a right-brain artist. He remembers and captures through
his God-given gift of writing thoughts, feclings and reflections in real
time, much the way an artist does with a paintbrush and canvas. That’s
the good news. The bad news is that he has the uncanny knack of
remembering things I try to forget. His brain is like a trap. Anything
that enters that frontal lobe never leaves, even if 1 wished it would at
times. And just when I think there’s a stat or an event that he couldn’t
possibly remember, he shocks me. He remembers every little detail as if
it occurred just after breakfast this morning,

What he remembers and has on file about basketball in Connecticut
is astounding. But that’s not all. The truth be known, he has fervor for
Major League bascball as well. His earlier book, Connecticut Baseball: 'The
Best of the Nutmeg State, is a testimony to his passion for that game. Upon
reading this edition, most pcople will agree that he has a special place in
his heart for basketball in Connecticut, too.

For Don Harrison, most of the attractiveness about sports is derived
from the varicty of experiences they offer, combined with the encounters
he has had covering them. Don caught most of it in a bottle. Hardly a
major basketball event took place over a three-decade period that Don
hasn’t witnessed personally.

And it’s not always about glory and the trophy. Fittingly, Don has
always had a special place in his heart, which speaks volumes about him,
to remember a sad event that on occasion accompanics sport. After all,
it’s casy to write about the champion or championship trophy.

One such gut-wrenching experience was the story you will read about
Ray Andrade, who was shot and killed in an attempted holdup of a small
grocery store on Madison Avenue in Bridgeport. Ray was a schoolboy
point guard, starred for Tom Penders at Bridgeport Central and led
the Hilltoppers to the 1970 Class L state championship game against
Hillhouse. He made second team All-State as a sophomore—and never
played an organized game again. This picce by Don was cited in 7 /e Best
American Sportswriting 1993.

No onc is better qualified to write about some of the most colorful
cvents and personalitics associated with basketball in Connecticut than
Don. He has a state, a regional and even a nationwide reputation as an
award-winning sportswriter with a gifted perspective about the characters
and personalitics he has covered or otherwise come in contact with in the
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profession. If there ever were a writer who could lift a personality right
off the page, it’s Don.

Probably no book better captures the spirit and soul of basketball and
its influence on the Nutmeg State than this one. Harrison has gathered
many of his noteworthy features and columns that appeared in the New
York Times, the Sporting News, New Haven Register, Waterbury Republican-
American, Fairfield County Advocate, Faifield Citizen-News, Bridgeport Light,
Faurfield (University) Now and Sacred Heart magazine. There is some new
material that readers will enjoy, too.

Few books about Connecticut sports feature more greatness than
stories about people who made a lasting impression on our state. The
book is worthwhile for a wider audience, too, because it so aptly describes
the humanness, decency, successes, failures and heart of its characters.
Basketball fans will be saddened when the book ends.

Hoops in Connecticut: The Nutmeg State’s Passion for Basketball is a superb
book, lively and fascinating, and one that entertains and, in some measure,
educates. Everyone interested in sports—especially in the rich tradition
of college basketball in Connecticut—should read this book.

Over the years, I was privileged to witness and, in some instances,
experience firsthand many of the real-life stories about which Don
writes. Hardly a basketball story warranting publication cluded Don’s
attention in this book. No one is more capable of anchoring this material
in authenticity and detail.

Don writes about some of the most colorful basketball personalities
ever assembled in the Nutmeg State, maybe anywhere. So shut off the
television. Turn on a reading lamp. Find a comfortable chair. Settle down
for a special trip. And when finished, you’ll feel you relived some of the
most exciting stories ever written about sports in Connecticut.

C.. Donald Cook
Executive Director of Athletics
Sacred Heart University
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