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This book presents the emerging
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LIFE UNFOLDING
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ETHICAL STATEMENT

This book, which describes the mechanisms of human development, includes
published knowledge that has been obtained by study of human embryonic
and foetal material and by experimentation on living animals. Because aca-
demic publishers and funders of research require that all work be ethically
approved by the relevant independent ethics committees, I have assumed that
these experiments were conducted according to the standards of the day. Ethical
standards do change with time, and some work done long ago would not be
permitted now. Mention of experimental results in this book does not imply
personal ethical endorsement of the experimental method, by either the author
or publisher.



A NOTE ON REFERENCES AND FOOTNOTES

This book is aimed at a general readership and, for this reason, the mechanisms
of human development have been described with as little molecular detail as is
possible. Long lists of unpronounceable protein names are tedious even to
professional biologists and would be out of place in a book that is meant to
present deep principles. Nevertheless, to help committed students of biology
and medicine to connect the events in this book with papers on molecular
embryology, occasional technical footnotes indicate which details the main text
is avoiding. Understanding these technical notes is not necessary for under-
standing the book—they are present only for a small subset of the readership
with particular needs.

For similar reasons, the main text uses superscript numbers to cite technical
research references, especially in support of statements that are at variance with
atraditional view. In the interests of conciseness, these citations have been kept
to a minimum and, instead of following the normal academic convention of
citing original experimental reports, they instead often point to review articles
that provide a convenient gateway to experimental literature. No explicit
citations are given for material that is well covered in standard textbooks. The
alternative, of having the text interrupted by thousands of citation numbers, as
would happen in a research monograph, would not be appropriate here.

A list of accessible books for further reading on particular topics is given at
the end of the book.
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INTRODUCTION

The possession of knowledge does not kill
the sense of wonder and mystery.
There is always more mystery.

Anais Nin
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