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Guangdong and Chinese Diaspora

China’s rapid economic growth has drawn attention to the Chinese diasporic
communities and the multiple networks that link Chinese individuals and organi-
zations throughout the world. Ethnic Chinese have done very well economically,
and the role of the Chinese Diaspora in China’s economic success has created a
myth that their relations with China is natural and primordial, and that regardless
of their base outside China and generation of migration, the Chinese Diaspora
are inclined to participate enthusiastically in China’s social and economic
agendas.

This book seeks to dispel such a myth. By focusing on Guangdong, the largest
ancestral and native homeland, it argues that not all Chinese diasporic communi-
ties are the same in terms of mentality and orientation, and that their connections
to the ancestral homeland vary from one community to another. Taking the two
Cantonese-speaking localities of Panyu and Xinyi, Yow Cheun Hoe examines
the hierarchy of power and politics of these two localities in terms of their
diasporic kinsfolk in Singapore and Malaysia, in comparison with their counter-
parts in North America and Hong Kong. The book reveals that, particularly in
China’s reform era since 1978, the arguably primordial sentiment and kinship
are less than crucial in determining the content and magnitude of linkages
between China and the overseas Chinese. Rather, it suggests that since 1978
business calculation and economic rationale are some of the key motivating
factors in determining the destination and degree of diasporic engagement.

Examining various forms of Chinese diasporic engagement with China, this
book will appeal to students and scholars of Chinese Diaspora, Chinese culture
and society, Southeast Asian culture and society and ethnicity.

Yow Cheun Hoe is Assistant Professor at Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore.
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Notes on names, translations, and
currencies

Chinese terms and words are rendered in Hanyu pinyi, with brief translations
where possible. There are, however, two exceptions. First, some Chinese per-
sonal names are retained in the form more commonly and widely used; Sun
Yatsen, for instance, is used instead of Sun Zhongshan. Second, Chinese names,
of persons, organizations, and institutions, will only be rendered in the form nor-
mally adopted in the Chinese diasporic communities when the sources do not
provide the corresponding Chinese characters and hence the names in Hanyu
pinyi cannot be established. Chinese characters for the Chinese terms and names,
where possible and necessary, are provided in Glossary.

All currency references are to renminbi (RMB), Hong Kong dollar (HK$),
US dollar (US$), Singapore dollar (S$), and Malaysian ringgit (MR), according
to how they appear in the primary and secondary sources without conversion.



Contents

List of illustrations Xiv
List of maps XV
List of tables XVi
List of appendices Xix
Acknowledgments XX
Notes on names, translations, and currencies Xxil
1 Introduction 1

Myth about China and Chinese diaspora 1

Qiao and Chinese diaspora: terms and concepts 2

Qiaoxiang, Chinese business networks, transnationalism, and
Greater China: a literature review 5

Investigating old qiaoxiang [/

Panyu, Xinyi, Singapore, and Malaysia: field sites and
methodologies 12

Book structure 16

2 Patterns and impacts: Guangdong and its different
diasporic groups 18

Trading with and fleeing to Southeast Asia before 1850 18
Working around the world, 1850-1930 21

Settling next door in Hong Kong, 1949-1978 22

Global dispersion and three major diasporic groups 23
Formation of qiaoxiang areas before 1949 26

Severed transnational linkages, 1949-1978 31
Reconfigured landscape since 1978 34

Concluding remarks 36



Xii

Contents

Waning ancestral ties: Singaporean and Malaysian Chinese

Family extension, political reorientation, and local
consciousness 38

Non-Chinese elements in business networks 40

Economic relations with China: government’s drive and business
calculations 42

Dialect groups: vanishing boundaries 44

Cantonese in Singapore and Malaysia 46

Panyu and Xinyi people in Singapore and Malaysia 48

Detached from ancestral homeland: August—September 2000
questionnaire 50

Concluding remarks 59

Facing the South China Sea: Panyu before 1978

Panyu and Guangzhou: coastal settings and administrative
boundaries 65

Trading overseas and escaping political chaos before the mid
nineteenth century 68

Massive overseas migration of labor from the mid nineteenth
century to 1949 70

Settling next door in Hong Kong and Macau after 1949 71

Wide dispersion around the world 72

Connected: formation of a qiaoxiang before 1949 75

Disconnected: troubled years from 1949 to 1978 77

Concluding remarks 78

Transformation: Panyu since 1978

Robust economic growth 80

Diaspora and immigrants 81

Panyu honorary citizens: ascendance of diaspora 83

Donations and investments: new diasporic responses 86

Limited engagement of Chinese overseas and increased
involvement of Hong Kong compatriots 88

Henry Fok, Huang Wei, Xie Guoqing, and Gao Aitian: different
ties with Panyu 89

Hong Kong modernity 90

New mentality: an analysis of questionnaire results, November
2000-February 2001 91

Concluding remarks 99

38

65

80



Contents

6 Remote in the mountains: Xinyi before 1978

Gaozhou, Xinyi, and Maoming: mountainous settings and
administrative boundaries 102

Overseas migration of capitalists and labor to British Malaya,
1880-1949 103

An escape from political hardships to nearby territories,
1949-1978 106

Family reunion in Hong Kong and Macau since 1978 106

Late migration and limited scope of dispersion 107

Xinyi locality associations 111

Traditional features before 1949 113

Delinking from 1949 to 1978 113

Concluding remarks 116

7  Still poor: Xinyi since 1978

Sluggish economic growth 118

Sending workers overland 121

Caregivers for the poor guiqiao and qiaojuan /22

Xinyi honorary citizens: absence of Chinese overseas 123

Donations and investments: traditional, but lower 124

Douglas Lee and Liang Guanghua: Malaysian glory and Hong
Kong success 127

Debilitating ties: an analysis of questionnaire results, January
2001 128

Concluding remarks 137

8 Conclusion

Three major periods of qiaoxiang evolution 142

Changes in diasporic remittances, donations, and investments 144
Hierarchy of diasporic power and capital 146

A reconstructed diasporic lineage in a globalizing world 148

Appendices
Glossary
Notes
Bibliography
Index

xiii

102

118

142

150
174
181
205
227



Illustrations

—_—

I

0 9N Wn

Selangor and Kuala Lumpur Panyu Association

Douglas Lee Kim Kiu, grandson of Li Jilian who brought many
Xinyi people into British Malaya

Singapore Panyu Association (left and middle), next to Dongan
Association

The 117th anniversary of the Singapore Guangxi and Gaozhou

Association held at the new premises

New premises of the Panyu Government

Yingdong Stadium, a project financed by Henry Fok

Former residence of Li Jilian, Zhenlong, Xinyi

An impoverished elementary school, Zhenlong, Xinyi

61

63

64
100
101
140
141



