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Preface

This Edition: Changes and Organization

Taking the view that our lives are inescapably affected by world politics, International Politics
on the World Stage, Tenth Edition, stresses the impact that world events and global inter-
dependence have on your students’ lives. In addition to highlighting this interconnection,
the text points out how the events of current history relate to the theories of international
politics that have been formulated by political scientists.

Each time I revise this text I think to myself, “The world will settle down and the
next edition will be easier.” Wrong! This edition proved to be a major challenge and ef-
fort. You will see that there 1s a continued emphasis on being current in order to engage
the students without being journalistic. The American-British invasion of Iraq and the
postwar struggle to establish a democratic, unified country, the looming threat of terror-
ism, the arrival of SARS and other diseases in the United States and elsewhere from
Asia, the formation of the International Criminal Court, disclosures about the corrupt
trafficking of nuclear weapons information and technology from North Korea and China
through Pakistan to Libya and elsewhere, and other recent events are all extensively de-
tailed. It is also important to be as current as possible with the massive amount of chang-
ing data on economic performance and capacity, weapons levels and transfers, and other
statistical aspects of world politics. I have used original sources for my data when possi-
ble so that students will have the most recent information available.

The organization of the text flows from this conception of the world as a primitive,
but developing, political system. Therefore, the chapters not only analyze world division
and conflict but also focus on cooperation both as a goal and in practice. Indeed, the or-
ganizational scheme reflects this text’s view that the world is at a juncture echoing
Robert Frost’s poem, “Two Roads Diverged in a Wood.” One road is the traditional way
of sovereign states pursuing their self-interests in an often inequitable and conflict-filled
world. The alternative, less-traveled-by path is the way of cooperation in a system in
which states are less sovereign and international organizations play a wider and more
authoritative role.

The introduction to the text discusses the importance of world politics and the
methods, theories, and purposes of political science (chapter 1), the evolution of and
current instability in the world political system (chapter 2), and the three levels of analy-
sis that need to be studied simultaneously—the system, state, and individual levels (chap-
ter 3). Instructors who have used this text before will undoubtedly notice that what had
been three chapters on levels of analysis in previous editions has been consolidated here
into one chapter. The change came about as a result of outside reviews of the text that
McGraw-Hill and I sought. Most of the comments were gratifying and confirmed the
strengths that this book has had since the first edition was published in 1986. But a num-
ber of reviewers commented that the book was a bit long and had more chapters (18)
than the usual academic semester had weeks (14 to 16). As far as where to tighten up,
the consensus was that a chapter each on system-level analysis, state-level analysis, and
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individual-level analysis provided greater depth than needed for a one-semester intro-
ductory course. I was not sure I agreed, and so I sent e-mail inquiries to a dozen or so
instructors who were using the text at other colleges and universities. I asked them
whether they favored keeping the three chapters as is or consolidating them. To my sur-
prise, frankly, their overwhelming response was the same as that of the first set of review-
ers. So, bowing to the greater wisdom, I consolidated the three chapters.

From this point, the remaining organization of the book has remained as it has been
for the last few editions. Beginning with chapter 4, the two roads theme organizes the
remaining chapters of this edition, with usually alternating discussions of national con-
flict and international cooperation in successive chapters. In this way, equal attention
can be given to the two roads without losing sight of the fact that they lead in divergent
directions.

Chapters 4 and 5 deal with two divergent political orientations. The traditional ori-
entation is nationalism (chapter 4); the alternative orientation comprises transnational
ideas, identifications, and processes (chapter 5). Alternative ways of organizing the world
politically are the subject of the next two chapters, with chapter 6 focusing on the tradi-
tional political unit, the state, and chapter 7 taking up international organizations, with
particular emphases on the European Union and the United Nations.

Then chapters 8 and 9 explore divergent approaches to the conduct of world poli-
tics. Chapter 8 covers the traditional approach, national diplomacy; chapter 9 examines
the alternative road of international law and morality. This pair of chapters is followed
by another pair that introduce two approaches to physical security in the world political
system: national security (chapter 10) and international security and other alternative ap-
proaches (chapter 11).

The text then turns to international political economy. The commentary begins
with an overview of global economic conditions and trends (chapter 12), then turns to a
chapter on traditional national economic competition (chapter 13) and contrasts that
with the alternative of international economic cooperation (chapter 14). The final two
chapters look into current conditions and ways to preserve and enhance human rights
and dignity (chapter 15) and the environment (chapter 16).

I have made substantial changes in this edition so that it reflects more accurately the
changing nature of world politics. The more I study the subject, the more I am impressed
with the idea that the world is a primitive political society. As such, it is a political system
that is marked by little organization, frequent violence, and a limited sense of global re-
sponsibility. It is a world of conflict. But there is also a world of cooperation, a counter-
theme, based on a still-limited desire among states and their people to work together
globally as they begin to realize that their fates are inextricably entwined with one an-
other and with the political, economic, social, and environmental future of our planet.

Writing Style and General Approach

The single greatest factor that prompted me over two decades ago to begin to write my
own introductory text was the desire to use one that, in today’s jargon, was “user
friendly” Over the years, I have tried to accomplish that in a number of ways. One is to
make my theoretical points in a straightforward, “plain language” way, and then to illus-
trate them with an interesting and usually current example. Being up-to-date is a major
goal of this book. Sometimes, heeding the advice of Mary Poppins that “a spoonful of
sugar makes the medicine go down,” I even take time to include a Jjoke or tell a “story”
(such as the box in chapter 7 “When Is a Banana a Banana?”) that make a point in a
light way. This is meant to show the student readers that international relations can be
fascinating, even fun. A third thing that makes this book user friendly for students is the
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“road signs” to provide reference points and guidance during the journey through the
text and semester. These road signs include an outline (a map, so to speak) to begin each
chapter, lots of headings; an array of boldface glossary words, and judicious use of itali-
cized phrases to highlight concepts and points. I am pleased to report that the feedback
from instructors and from the occasional student who writes or e-mails me is that most

students are delighted with the book’s accessibility and readability.

Data and Graphics

This text presents students with an extensive array of tables, figures, photographs, maps,
and other graphics to emphasize, expand, and give visual life to ideas. Each photograph is
picked personally by me, and I have designed almost all the figures and tables, often mak-
ing my own calculations to create them from the data. Another part of my approach is to
present a significant amount of data to students so that they can see for themselves what
the statistics indicate rather than accept my interpretations or those of any other scholar.

Research, Citations, Bibliography, and Suggested Readings

One of the aims of this text is to bring together a representative sampling of the latest
research in international relations. Scholarly articles, so often ignored in survey texts, are
particularly emphasized. This research is documented by extensive references using the
“in-text” style and by a significant reference list/bibliography. In addition to recognizing
my intellectual debt to a host of scholars, the references and bibliography also serve as a
reading list for students, as explained to them in the “To the Student” section following
this preface. As such, references are often meant to serve as suggestions for further read-
ing and do not necessarily mean that the cited author(s) propounded what is being said
at the point of reference. Using this approach instead of the end-of-chapter placement
gives inquisitive students immediate thoughts for additional reading.

For those instructors whose organization differs from mine, I have taken care to
provide a detailed table of contents and index in order to facilitate the integration of this
text with your syllabus. You will find, for example, that:

Economics is discussed, among other places, in chapters 1 (how it affects students),
2 (globalization), 12 (general global conditions), 13 (national economic competi-
tion), 14 (international economic cooperation), and 16 (sustainable development).
Terrorism is addressed in chapters 1,5, 9, and 10.

Moral and humanitarian issues are taken up extensively in chapters 9 and 15
and also torm an important part of the discussions of national interest, coercion,
and economic challenges in, respectively, chapters 4, 10, 13, and 14.

Supplements

Several supplements are available to assist both instructors and students in the use of this
text. For instructors, the Instructor’s Manual to accompany International Politics on the
World Stage contains chapter outlines and objectives, sample lectures, discussion ques-
tions, and analytical exercises. The Test Bank that accompanies the book provides ap-
proximately 1,400 multiple-choice and essay questions organized by chapter and degree
of difficulty. The Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank are both available on the Instructor’s
Resource CD-ROM along with a computerized version of the Test Bank and a Power-
Point Slide presentation that includes figures and tables from the book. To get a copy of
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the Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM, contact your local McGraw-Hill representative or
McGraw-Hill Customer Service (1-800-338-3987) for details concerning availability.

Online Learning Center

Students and instructors will find additional resources at wwrw.mhhe.com/rourke 10. For stu-
dents, the site offers free access to current course-specific articles by leading authorities in
the field, daily news feeds from a variety of media outlets including The New York Times,
interactive exercises, research links, chapter quizzes, and interactive exercises to enhance
the classroom and learning experience of students. The password-protected instructor’s
edition of the site also contains the Instructor’s Manual and PowerPoint slides available
for easy download. Contact your local McGraw-Hill representative or McGraw-Hill Cus-
tomer Service (1-800-338-3987) for a username and password.



To the Student

The world, familiar to us and unknown.
—William Shakespeare, Henry 17

he world is changing at breathtaking speed! That reality is one of the most impor-

tant things for you to understand about international politics. Yet I have found that

most undergraduate students, having been born into this era of warp-speed change,
consider it normal. It is not. Recorded history dates back over 30 centuries. A great deal
of what we will discuss in this text has happened in the last century, even within your
lifetime. But truly understanding this rate of change—maybe feeling the rate of change is
a better way to put it—is hard without perspective.

As a way of trying to convey the dramatic pace of change, [ will introduce you to
Charlotte Benkner, of North Lima, Ohio. At 115 years old, she is the world’s oldest living
person whose birth can be documented. Among other things, Ms. Benkner gives us a
sense of how quickly the world 1s changing. Benjamin Harrison was the U.S. president
when she was born on November 16, 1889. There was an emperor in China and an Otto-
man Empire ruled by a sultan. Russia’s czar, Germany’s kaiser, and Austria-Hungary’s
emperor ruled much of Central Europe, and Queen Victoria reigned over the British
Empire. Most of Africa and Asia were still colonies of European powers. There were less
than 1.5 billion people in the world; only birds (and insects and bats) could use wings to
fly, and the world’s most ferocious weapons were the Gatling gun and the long-range ar-
tillery piece.

The communist revolution in Russia occurred when she was 28; the Soviet Union
disappeared when she was 102. For me, communism and the cold war were the totality
of my historical experience; for Ms. Benkner they were mere interludes. For many who
read this book they are not even memories, only matter learned about in history books.

If you think about events, trends, and technology in this way—in terms of what one
person has seen and experienced—you can begin to grasp how fast they are moving.
When Ms. Benkner was born people were basically earthbound. She was 14 when the
first airplane flew, 53 when the first jet plane took off, 72 when Soviet cosmonaut Yuri
Gagarin became the first human in space, and 81 when Neil Armstrong stepped onto
the Moon’s surface. There are many other things to consider. Ms. Benkner is more than
twice as old as atomic weapons; the world’s population has quadrupled during her life;
she 1s older than three-quarters of the countries that exist today. Radios, televisions,
computers, and some of the other technological innovations that affect us so profoundly
now did not exist when Ms. Benkner was born.

One of the strong themes in this book is the challenges that face the world and the
alternative approaches to addressing those challenges. Use Ms. Benkner to help you think
about these issues. If, for example, it took all of human history—tens of thousands of
years—to reach a world population of less than 1.5 billion in 1880, and if, during her
life, we have added another 4.5 billion people, then how much time do we have to get
the world population under control? If you live as long as Ms. Benkner (and you might,
given modern medical technology), then what will the world population be when you
are 115 years old?
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In this sense of contemplating the future by pondering the past, thinking about
Ms. Benkner is really more about tomorrow than about yesterday or even today. When [
talk about her, my thoughts are on our 21st century more than on her 19th and 20th

centuries.

Using This Text

The text that follows is my attempt to introduce you to the complex and compelling
study of international politics. Prefaces are often given scant attention, but they can be a
valuable learning tool for you. They let you in on the author’s conceptions, the mental
pictures behind a text. What is the author’s approach? What are the author’s orientations
and biases? Does the text have one or more basic themes? How is the text organized? In
this preface I have addressed these issues. I hope you'll read it.

In writing this text I have tried to use straightforward prose and have assumed that
students who take this course know little about international politics. To help you fur-
ther, I have included an outline at the beginning of each chapter. Before you read the
chapter, pay attention to its outline. It is axiomatic that if you know where you are going,
you will find it a lot easier to get there! Additionally, I have written a numbered sum-
mary at the end of each chapter to help you quickly review the scope of the chapter.
This, of course, is no substitute for carefully studying the chapter.

There are many figures, tables, maps, and photographs in this book. Pay close atten-
tion to them. You will find that they graphically represent many of the ideas presented
in the text and will help you understand them. But if you really want to know all about
something, you will have to read a lot more than just this book and to involve yourself
in more than just the course for which it has been assigned. To make it easier for you to
do this, I have chosen an “in-text” reference system that gives you citations as you read.
Thus (Croucher, 2003:06) refers to page 6 of the book or article written by (in this case,
Professor Sheila) Croucher in 2003, which is listed alphabetically in the references and
bibliography at the end of the book.

I have also noted studies that helped me think about and organize various topics and
those that might be informative to you. I encourage you to utilize the references and bib-
liography to advance your knowledge beyond the boundaries of this text. You will find a
list of the abbreviations that I have used throughout the book on page A-1. Explanations
for terms set in boldface will be found in the glossary at the end of the text.

Some note should be made of this book’s title, International Politics on the Waorld Stage,
and the Shakespearean quotations that begin each chapter and are used from time to
time to highlight a point. The idea behind this motif is to convey some of the sweep and
complexity of the world drama. No one who has ever read William Shakespeare can dis-
miss his masterpieces as easily understood or inconsequential. The events on the world
stage are similar—complex, full of drama, sometimes hopeful, often tragic, and always
riveting. But you, the reader, would be mistaken to assume that the play analogy means
that, as a member of the audience, you can be content to sit back and watch the plot un-
fold. Quite the contrary—part of what makes the world drama so compelling is that the
audience is seated onstage and is part of, as well as witness to, the action that is unfolding.
And that is one reason why I have also quoted more recent world players. Shakespeare’s
plays are of the past; the world drama is ongoing. Furthermore, as in an improvisational
play, you in the audience can become involved, and, given the consequences of a poten-
tially tragic rather than a happy ending, you ought to become involved. If there is any-
thing that this text proposes, it is that each of us is intimately affected by international
politics and that we all have a responsibility and an ability to become shapers of the
script. As we shall see, our play has alternative scripts, and what the next scene brings
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depends in part on us. There is wisdom, then, in Shakespeare’s advice in All’s Well That
Ends Well that “Our remedies oft in ourselves do lie.”

[ am sincerely interested in getting feedback from the faculty members and students
who use this text. My pretensions to perfection have long since been dashed, and your
recommendations for additions, deletions, and changes in future editions will be appre-
ciated and seriously considered. People do write me, and 1 write or call them back! You
are encouraged to join this correspondence by writing to me at the Department of Po-
litical Science U1024, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 06269-1024 or sending me
an e-mail at John.Rourke@uconn.edu. This book, just like the world, can be made bet-
ter, but its improvement depends heavily on whether or not you are concerned enough
to think and act.

John T Rourke
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