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Preface

Crime is a complex, mul}xfaceted problem with seemingly mo{e issues than
answers. Acquiring a mastery of the subject requires a firm grasp of statistical
procedures, research methodology, and theoretical constructs./ Because of time
restraints or insufficient preparation, this presents a formidable task for the
beginning student or interested layman. Unfortunately, many current textbooks
confuse rather than clarify the issues by attempting to cover all of the bases.

This text is not designed to provide a complete exploration of criminology.
It is, as the title indicates, an attempt to present the fundamentals. Statistics
are used to illustrate relatively stable and broad trends, not as narrow or immu-
table facts in and of themselves. Research findings are sparingly selected for their
capacity/to enrich a given topic rather than to supply the introductory student
with a working bibliography. Theoretical discussions are geared to providing
readers with a general overview of past and present explanations of crime with a
minimal use of abstract jargon. Finally, substantive areas dealing with offenses,
.;offenders, the law, police, courts, corrections, and crime control are written to be
*“informative through a concise, not exhaustive, coverage of subjects.

The book’s format is also intended to facilitate comprehension. Each chap-
ter outlines learning objectives, subdivides material at appropriate points, and
provides learning checks. Instructors should encourage students to complete the
chapter quizzes and reread troublesome material before advancing to the next
chapter. ™~ RSP TR 13

The authors wish to acknowledge those who have assisted this project in one
way or another. Our special thanks to Julia Horner, Edith Mannle, and Ted and
Betty Winters for their interest and encouragement. To our good friends, Profes-
sors Dennis Dorin and Peter Lewis, we extend our appreciation for their comments
and suggestions. Heartfelt gratitude goes to our wives, Beth and Fran, for many
long and frenzied hours of critiquing, inspiring, and cajoling. And to Fran Hirschel,
who undertook prime respons1b111ty for much of thé learning materials in this
book, the authors are much indebted. This project was also made possible through
Betty Grimes’ tireless efforts at the typewriter. Acknowledgment is also due the
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reviewer, Leon Hoffman, and the consulting editor, Ken McCreedy, for their
efforts. Finally, we wish to express our sincere appreciation to the staff of
Delmar Publishers for their professional advice and guidance in the produc-
tion of this manuscript.
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J. David Hirschel
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SECTION 1
THE STUDY OF CRIME

Chapter 1
Definition of Crime, Criminals,
and Criminology

OBJECTIVES
After studying this chapter, the student should be able to: - ;?ff'*:"‘>
Ve

e State a social definition, a strict legal definition, and a less rigid legal defini-
tion of crime. Sa B

e Define corpus delicti as well as the two major elements that form the corpus
delicti of a crime. . . NI .

-y ,ﬁ‘kj’
e Compare common law and statutory law. P 4N «

e Distinguish between crimes which are felonies or misdemeanors and crimes
which are mala in se or mala prohibita.

e Define crime, criminal, and criminology according to the concepts that will
be used in this book. Lo -
&5 A\

On a Friday evening, a man enters a “singles bar’’ and i,{troduces himself to
an attractive woman who has just seated herself at an adjoining table. After some
drinks, an occasional dance, and much s%ll talk, ,}he conversation assumes sexual

. / e e
\overtones. Both parties seem to be mutua]lé mterested in one another, and both
appear to be free to discont&nue thejr interaction at will. Responding to perceived
cpe s \:'"-}‘Lr\f'\‘ .
-cues, the man propositions the worhan. Th woman smllgg .and t{lgy_ leave, hand‘ﬂ
in hand, for the man’s apartment. ERICUTE LA w“éﬁ\‘m/ LRt

During the same evening, another man walks into a cocktail lounge and strikes
up a conversation with an attractive woman seated next to him at the bar. After
some drinks, occasional dances, and much small talk, the conversation turns to

1



2 The Study of Crime

sex. As in the first instance, both individuals seem to be mutually interested in
one another, and both appear to be free to part company at will. Responding to
perceived cues, the man propositions the woman. The woman, however, frowns,
announces that she is a vice officer, and that he is under arrest for soliciting for
purposes of prostitution. This couple leaves, “hand in hand,” for the\ nearest
police precinct station. T, SWE ) RS
In both cases we have two parties who are not acting under duress or force.
In both cases we have an exclgz\i&ge‘ %ghi:avors (dancing, buying of drinks, . : d so
on). In both cases there is an“apparent mutual interest in a potential sexual en-
_ counter. Nevertheless, in the latter case we might assume that the proposition
included a more direct financial conditiopn. ;: This second episode also included an
. . . o SERGET . .
exchange involving a party }gl]; sy arrest powers whose m{_entlon, unbeknownst
to the man, was not to generaté a sexual relationship. - 5% . AR
" Why is one situation possibly considered part of the “dating game” while the
other may be dealt with as criminal behavior? Is it because in the first case the
woman was seated at a table, while in the second episode she was at the bar? Isit
because in the second situation the conversation was more sexually explicit? Is
it simply because the latter case involved money in exchange for sexual favors?
If sex-for-money is the distinguishing feature, then one may argue that occasionally
marriages between wealthy elderly men and young beauty queens ﬁl‘pl{l‘ e crimes!
Frequently what seems to be very clear and straightforward is, in'fact, quite
complicated. Arriving at a defmit}qn“ !tx)‘trl 01’191%18, a ghf)ﬁcult task. Defining a crimi-
nal act is much easier on an imperso al or abstract level than on a personal, case-
by-case basis. For example, most of us would agree that the unjustifiable or inex-
cusable killing of a human being is a crime, that is, criminal homicide. Suppose,
however, that the following circumstances have occurred: N

A
o
> ¥
LNV LEEN
v LM @ s

A recently divorced man meets his former wife who is pregnant by another man with
whom she is currently living. The ex-husband says, “I hear you’re pregnant. If you are,
you had better stay away from the girls [their children] and from here.” Upon a closer
look at his wife, the former husband becomes angry and says, “You sure are [pregnant].
I’m going to stomp it out of you.” He then kicks her in the abdomen and strikes her face

several tlm?s/ The unbom child is delivered by Caesariiﬂ Ee;ﬁgn i{ld is dead.
Physiciansvlzi‘te’r testify that the fetus [a girl]: (1) weighed ;oundsbgld was 18 inches in
length, (2) was 31 1/2 to 36 weeks old [the average full-term pregnancy is approximately
40 weeks], (3) would have had a 75 percent to 96 percent chance jof survival had it been
prematurely born under normal conditions at the time of the alleged offense, and (4) died
“ of a skull fracture with consequent gexeml_hgmr%gm hk?ﬂ asa result of force applied

to the/mother’ abdomen by her ex-huspand. ‘ w 1238
. W .a‘\tﬁ,i%ﬂ- Bvadtyge,
Given the above circhmstances, has a criminal homicide taken place? What do

you think? .
This event actually did occur on February 23, 1969, in California.! The
prosecutor filed a charge of murder against the def?ndant stating that he did

™, A G



Chapter 1 Definition of Crime, ciiminals, and Criminology 3
*f’é 3“ " %%J.i ,
“unlawfully kill 4 human being. . . with malice aforethought.” However, based on
a} wnt of prohibition,? the California court subsequently ruled that the petltlone{
s could not be charged with murder because he had not killed a human being. At
the time of the alleged offense, California law stated that a fetus must be in the
process of being born before it is considered a human being and is thus subject to
the homicide statute. In this case, the fetus was not in the process of being born
when attacKed by\the ex-husband.

SWEC ALY
DEFINITION OF CRIME n, 155

Before any problem can be systematically studied, it/'must be adequately de-
fined. The criminologist’s major concern over the definitjon of crime is the extent
to which that definition affects the specific field of inquiry. If crime is too nar-
rowly defined, then one’s research will omit much of what should be studied. On
the other hand, if crime is too broadly defined, then the term may become mean-
ingless and lost in a sea of conflicting or overlapping concepts.

The Relative Nature of Crime v« gk AR .
o B
Crime is not absolute. Crime is relative. That is, what is a crime varies with
time and place. There was a period when crime Avas not officially defined and
criminal acts were handled through private vengeance. Justice was left to the
concerned individuals. P hment was intended to satisfy revenge. No outside
/
parties acted as referees.” Re \Gtions to crime eventually passed from those of pri-
vate vengeance to the kinship or blood revenge. Blood feuds 1 mvélved the admini-
stration of unspecified punishments by the victim’s family (blood relatives) or
tribe against the %{d&r kmsh1p group. Crimes as well as punishments were
not typically COAlf' under this system. The concept of d criminal law
developed with the emergence of the state or monarch;% t, only acts
against the king were considered a crime by the state. In the due course of events,
the notion of collective state responsibility and financial compensation acted to
~-eliinate private vengeance and blood feuds. Consequently, the state by way of
the king’s authority assumed the administration of justice by defining crimes,
codifying laws, establishing fines, and implementing the jury system. The develop-
ment of law in Western society is more fully explored in Section 6. . i * ‘H
Today we have specific laws that pertain ’SFE’- income tax evasién and sky_]ack-
ing. At the turn of the century such,;g’ws were nonexistent because there was no
federal income tax and air piraCy was not a problem for a nation that lacked a
—commercial airline industry. Likewise, our drug ] sh t make the possession or
sale of certain substances a crime were unheard of %‘fl& "World War 1.
In the past there have been laws makmg it a crime to teach blacks to read,
to sell Indians firearms, and to teach the biological theory of evolution. Some

o o




4 The Study of Crime

rather curious, outdated laws still remain on the books in some states even though
they are rarely enforced. According to Hyman’s investigation, it is illegal (or was
so until recentl%l) to: hunt or shoot camels in Arizona, use a beanshooter in
Arkansa slapfh g‘han on the back in Geor; ia&gdﬁstle underwater;ip Vermont, use
a mule) o hunt ducks in Kan sbslurp/sz‘)ﬁ%%n New J ersey, lassg%s% in Knoxville,
Tennessee, and race turtles within the city limits of Key West, Florida.3
Crime is also relative to place. What is against the law in one'jurisdiction
may be perfectly legal in another. Gambling, per se, is legal in Nevada but not so
in many other states. Various kinds of gambling (dog racing, horse racing, state
lotteries) are permitted in some stat}ebsf Jhile prohibited in others. Interestingly
enough, states that criminalize all forms of gambling do not prohibit playing the
stock market. Unlike other jurj& ictions, Nevada also provides for legalized pros-
(¢titution on a cgq\nﬂ;gption'f)asis As of this writing, only Alaska permits the
\ cultivation of marijuana for personal use. Most jurisdictions consider mege pos-
session of a specified small amount of the substance a misdem or/(mer of-
fense). Some deal with it as a felony (major crime) entailirig 4 possible prison
sentence. Certain forms of sexual behavior are defined as crimes in some places
but simply as private matters elsewhe%eﬁ ‘%‘gly a few states (e.g., Illinois, Connecti-
cut) do not criminalize homosex’l.l"éﬁty between consenting adults. Some jurisdic-
tions label premarital sex, adultery, and oral-genital sex as crimes; whereas other
states view such #onduct as simply a matter of per&onal discretion. e
1k v RE

;\‘ Al bt
The Legal Definition of Crime

Behavior may be dealt with as criminal only when it violates a criminal law.
Without a law, there can be no officially recognized crime. This is not to suggest
that only acts prohibited by law are “wrong.” Many individuals feel that some
acts currently labeled as crimes should be legalized or that certain legal acts should
be criminalized. The issue of what should or should not be a crime is different
from that of what is a crime according to law. The political and social implica-
tions of lawmaking are more fully discussed in Section 6. W a2t

From a strict legal point of view, a crime is an act or omission to act that
endangers the public, is prohibited by the law, and is prosecuted and punished by
the state. Criminal wrongs refer to those prohibitve\d»\g%t}s tha +he public.
Civil wrongs (torts) refer to private injuries (e.g., slande ,7 libEl) he éby the in-
jured party (plaintiff) seeks protectim{ *gahjs or her civil rights or compensation
for their viclation. R (12 %) e - -

The criminal law originates from two major sources: (1) commornlaw, and
(2) statutory law. The common law is that body of customs, precedents, and
traditions that developed over time without formal legislative action. Following
the Norman Invasion of 1066, the king’s messengers began to communicate the
results of criminal prosecutions occurring throughout England. As various cases
were decided, certain legal principles emerged and became common to all jurisdic-



Chapter 1 Definition of Crime, Criminals, and Criminology 5

tions. It is these principles that make up the common law. Criminal law in the
United States has been greatly influenced by the English common law.

Statutory law refers to those acts or omissions defined as crimes through the
legislative process. Most of the states have criminal laws that are derived from
both the common law and statutory law. Even though most jurisdictions have in-
corporated the entire common law into statutory law, the common law remains as
a guide for interpreting the provisions of certain statutes. o ‘9(‘.

According to common law, some crimes were viewed as serious enough to
merit the loss of property, loss of life, and/or other sanctipn for_.%}?%(’)ffender.

5 . . [ASEEY X T y
Common law crimes considered grave enough to Wal'ral‘l(these pumshments We‘;"e

termed felonies. Common law felonigs_,included,the crimgs,of der, manslaugh'f
ter, rape, robbery, burglary, larceny, 7gf"éon,"'1‘13';tzkil§/hem’(&‘ﬁsﬁ‘erﬁ serment), and sod-_

omy (‘“‘unnatural” sexual relations). The common law also included les jous
offenses known as misdemeanors. The common law designated treason 45 a Clime
separate from felonies and misdemeanors. Today, several felonies have been added
to the common law list by way of statutory law. The current major distinction
between felonies and misdemeanors is the degree of punishment that the state
specifies for the offense. For example, felonies are crimes that may result in a
death penalty or imprisonment for morev\tlr%% Qpe year. Misdemeanors typically
provide for a maximum period of incarceration that does not exceed one year.

Crimes may be classified in a way other than as felonies versus misdemeanors.
Acts which are believed to be wrong in themselves, or naturally evil, or inherently
dangerous to the public welfare are termed mala in se. On the other hand, acts
prohibited by statute but not necessarily inherently wrong are referred to as mala
prohibita. Consequently, some statutory felonies may be classified as mala in se if
they are considered to be wrong in themselves. Statutory misdemeanors are mala
prohibita.

Before an alleged crime becomes a legal fact, and after being reported to the
police, the state (through the prosecutor) must present a prima facie (at fi§t/
view) case that a crime has, indeed, been committed. The essential ingredients of
a prima facie case are known as the corpus delicti. The corpus delicti of an actual
crime includes: (1) mens rea, and (2) actus reus. Mens rea refers to a criminal
state of mind. The kind of mens rea that is necessary, however, varies with the
nature of the offenses. General mens rea is sufficient for those crimes which
require no specific state of mind. General mens rea exists whenever the defendant
did whatever he or she intended to do. Some crimes require a particular state of
mind beyond the general mens rea. Some examples of specific mens rea are
knowledge, recklessness, and negligence. _— w IR

s reus, the second major element of the corpus delicti, refers to the
actual occurrence of a criminal act. One may not be punished merely for thinking
about committing a crime. The criminal act may be one of commission,”or the"
criminal act may be one of omission to do something, where possible, when a
legal duty to act exists.. For example, X, a superior swimmer, accidentally rams
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his boat into Y’s boat causing it to sink. If X makes no rescue attempt, X may be

criminally liable for Y’s drowning even though X had no intention of causing harm

toY. .

Regarding the association between mens rea and actus reus, the law requires
that the criminal act (actus reus) must have resulted from the criminal state of
mind (mens rea). Basically, this means that there is no true crime where an inno-
cently committed act occurs prior to the criminal state of mind. Finally, the
“actus reus must have legally caused the injurious results that led to the criminal
charge. Essentially this means that the relationship between the act and the result-
ing consequences must have been reasonably direct.

Once an individual is charged with a crime, the individual may present several
defenses to the charge. That is, there are certaml 1y reoognlzed d% f'&

_justifications that reduce or eliminate culpability ?b ‘Meworthines§). he %gab-

lishment of legally recognized defenses is £0 :é\ﬁnd may be affected by
legally specified exception } ulhfy the de%% One highly publicized
defense is that of insanity. 7Aft ugh it is perhaps the most familiar defense, its
usage is rather uncommon. One reason why the insanity defense is infrequently
used is that it implies factual guilt (“I did it.””) but denies culpability (“However,
I’m not mentally responsible.””). Consequently, a jury may be so overwhelmed
with the gravity of the act itself that they are unsympathetic to the defendant’s
plea that he is “not guilty by reason of insanity.” Other defenses to a criminal
charge include entrapment, mistake of fact, self-defense, or justification. The
matter of defense to criminal charges is more fully developed in Section 6.

W) B e

The Social Definition of Crime

When crime is defined socially rather than legally, the term usually takes
on a much broader meaning. A social deﬁni% f crime, rather than a legal
definition, is more likely to allow for ethical considerations of what should or
should not be criminal behavior. One example of a social concept of crime is a
definition stating that crime is “antisocial behavior that is injurious to those
social interests which rules of behavior (including legal codes) are designed to
support.”® Under such a definition it would be possible to include present drug
marketing practices that are legal but, according to some, injurious to the public
and thus criminal in naturg haw notes, for example, that large drug oomzﬁy%
take advantage of patent 1aws through a procedyre known as molecularm
lation. This chemical practice involves Jugghng"%he chemical structure of a drug
just enough to legally obtain a patent on a so-called new drug. The new drug, in
fact, has essentially the same healing properties as the original compound. By
doing this, one parent company may get a monopoly and price-fixing advantage
on a large grouping of related drugs.’ To remedy this situation, it has been sug-
gested that patent privileges be w1thdrawr7/ from goods, such as medicines, that
affect the public welfare. pate R



Chapter 1 Definition of Crime, Criminals, and Criminology 7

Social definitions of crime may also serve to emphasize its political nature.
Pursuing this approach, some have proposed that crimehggo l‘g&e ‘ fined on the
basis of social morality rather than legalistic criterion.” Acc fdmg'ﬁ', the Schwen-
dingers have observed that the use of legal defi j'gox}s 3&1; cri Ihas resulted in
criminologists overlooking injurious institutiofa?"1 nc*l‘3 governmen ﬁTég: s that are
not specifically prohibited by the criminal law. Further, the Schweén ngers argue
that any behavior that offends basic human rights is crime whether or not it is
dealt with by the formal criminal law.¢ Quinney and Wildeman support this posi-

tion by noting that:
ve {5 M ,

Criminal behavior, according to critical analysis, is best c?%cfp\sr atlzxj d'not as simply that
behavior that the law so defines; for this is far too simplistit an Interpretation of our
social experience. Criminal behavior is formulated as behavior that results from social
injury, social injury arising, for example, from the denial of the right to racial, sexual, and
economic equality.’
Consequently, a broad ;odopoﬁtical definition of crime would include as criminal
behavior such “immoral” acts, 4 jvidual violations or governmentally sponsored e
policies, as international aggressio?l, racial injustice, and sexual discrimination\.“ vg"’-‘b
The social definition of crime also raises the question of the imperfect nature
of our legal system. Suppose an individual commits a crime but is not caught.
Would we still have a crime? Or, if caught, suppose the guilty defendant “beats
the rap.” Has a crime taken place? In these instances, we would not have a crimi-
nal according to a strict legal definition because the violator or defendant has nei-
ther been prosecuted nor punished. However, using a social definition, one could

correctly assume that a criminal exists regardless of the legal outcome. .
iz

/‘I

Significance of Defining a Crime

Strict legal definitions confine crime to those acts which are: (1) harmful to
someone, (2) forbidden by law, (3) committed by an offender possessing the nec-
essary state of mind (mens rea), (4) causally related to the resulting harm (actus
reus), and (5) prosecuted and punished by the state. i!if '_!g‘c%l-r,%gologist’s study
were limited only to behaviox;lglat met these criteria; his or ﬁe knowledge about
crime would indeed be sligﬁ't!' “Other legal definitions of crime are considerably less

narrow in that they do not insist on the requirement of formal legal processing.
Sutherland thus has defined crime as “behavior which is prohibited by the State
_as an injury to the State and against which the State may react, at least as a last
. resort, by punishment.”®

As indicated above, various social definitions of crime provide for even broader
possible meanings of the concept. According to Sellin, a definition of crime should
be based upon those acts which violate basic rules or “conduct norms” that
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“arouse(s) a group reaction.”® Expressed in terms of conduct norms, crime may
be defined as

an act by a member of a given social group, which by the rest of the members of that
group is regarded as so injurious or as showing such a degree of antisocial attitude in the
actor that the group publicly, overtly and collectively reat‘:ts by trying to abrogate (abol-

ish) some of his rights.’® ) {\n wie VBT v e R \\ﬁ_.ﬂ‘{\.;@ i
n am\%%ﬂ vt \.@ ‘h&\, ;,\' R

Regardless of the rangé\ of actions enc;énfgggsed (narrow or broad) by legal
or social definitions, both perspectives dwell on the notion of behavior as a focal . %
point. Hartjen has sought a compromise between these two positions by observ?’
ing that behavior, per se, does not determine criminality.!! Rather, it is the proc-
ess of attaching a criminal label to someone that is crucial to the criminologist.
For purposes of counting, classifying, and analyzing crime officially recognized
by the state, some variant of a legal definition is appropriate. However, for pur-
poses of studying the complex phenomenon that we call crime, the following defi-
nition is appropriate: 2 AR

pprop “"*:Zﬁi %ﬁ,r

Crime is a socially recognized status constructed by societal members or their authorized
agents in the course of labeling someone as a criminal.*?

DEFINITION OF THE CRIMINAL

A strict legal definition would limit the criminal label to those who have
been convicted of a crime. As noted previo/usly,,o‘gg vever, many crimes go unde-
tected, and many criminals go unapprehendtéd"aﬁ unconvicted. On the other
hand, a broad social definition could result in the criminal labe/l 9%% assigned
to anyone who does anything felt to be offensive to the subjective observer. w13

Behavior itself does not constitute crime. Actions taken by authorized others
against the individual determine who becomes a criminal. Rather than relying
upon the legal or social boundaries of criminal behavior, the examination of crime
as social status should be our starting point. Thus, crime viewed as a social stgtus
directs us to explore the process of being labeled a criminal. The crime-as-status
approach encourages the criminologist to consider those forces that operate when
assigning the criminal label to.certain acts and actors while overlooking the actions
of others that may merit",‘x@&é]ly or socially, similar treatment. The notion of
crime as a status also beckons the criminologist to study those forces that lead to
the creation of new classes of criminals. That is, behavior of special interest groups
that sponsor legislation making certain previously legal activities a crime, e.g.,
prohibition, becomes a key interest to one who interprets crime as a label. Con-
sequently, this book will adopt the following defintion:

A criminal is one who is given his or her status by those in society that have the legal or
political power to establish the label as a social fact.
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DEFINITION OF CRIMINOLOGY

The study of crime includes many related areas. Quite often, the layman
thinks of a criminologist as one who appears at a crime scene w1tWM1§§’
glass in one hand and a solution of ninhydrif powder %ng ice ong e other (a
chemical that is commonly used to pick up latent erprmts) That part of
criminology which focuses upon the analysis of physical evidence is known as
criminalistics. It is simply one subarea of cnmmology, it is not criminology
per se. N SRR 2 i Y

Criminology also includes the study of etiologlcal causal) variables related
to criminal behavior. In this sense, the traditional approach has been that of
attempting to identify those factors which cause individuals to commit crime.
Consequently, sociologists and criminologists have devoted much of their energy
to the study of criminals and the methods of correcting or treating such behavior

-(penology). Unfortunately, sufficient answers to questions regarding cause and
¢solution have not been forthcoming? 3a}. %%

Within the past decade, criminology has enlarged its field of inquiry to in-
clude an analysis of the process of creating and applying criminal definitions to
selected members of society. In this respect, criminology has become more mean-
ingful by redirecting its focus to the “why, where, when, and how” of crime
rather than simply the criminal who is the product of this process. Moreover, in a
very real sense, criminology is no longer primarily the scientific study of crime
and criminals but a humanistic discipline as well. By being humanistic, it is meant
that criminologists should also concern themselves with: (1) the advancement
of basic human rights, (2) the study of crime at all social and i ms onal
and (3) the search for responsible solutions that are neither represswé nor n’{& ated
by selfserving interests. Criminology may thus be defined as the scientific and '
humanistic study of the social process of identifying crime, criminals, and com-
patible solutions.

R F5-
SUMMARY

Establishing an acceptable definition of crime, criminals, and criminology is
a difficult task. The foremost concern of the criminologist is that of arriving at a
definition of crime that will give meaning to his or her research efforts. Concepts
‘'which are too narrow critically restrict the study of crime. Conceptualizations
which are too broad may result in confusion and ambiguous research. No defini-
tion of crime is completely satisfactory to all who are con iemed with this particu-
lar social problem. ﬁiaﬁsv

This chapter has attempted to point out the shortcomm various sug-
gested legal and social definitions of crime. As a compromise, % definition of
crime was adopted based upon the notion of crime as a status resulting from a
social process involving the actions of authorized agents against selected individuals.
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Further, the definition established for crime formed the basis of a definition of
criminals and criminology.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

e Using different criminology textbooks, compare and contrast three defini-

tions for each of the following:

a. crime

b. criminals

c. criminology ad

Obtain a ¢ of your state’s criminal code (prosecutors and other practic-
ing attorneys usually have copies available). Determine: (a) if your state has
incorporated the common law into statutory law, and (b) the number of
additional felonies and misdemeanors, if any, since the code’s last revision\.
Identify three of the more troublesome types of illegal activities in your area
and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of basing research on legal and
social definitions of crime.

Carefully read your local newspaper for a period of one week. Cut out all
articles relating to illegal activities (or alleged illegal behavior) and group
them according to crimes which you feel are felonies or misdemeanors. Com-
pare your selections with other students and your state’s criminal code.

REVIEW

A. Define crime using a strict legal definition.

B. Define the terms mala in se and mala prohibita.

C. Define the terms corpus delicti, mens rea, and actus reus.

D. Define crime using a social definition.

E. Define crime, criminal, and criminology using the preferred definitions given
in this chapter.

F. Discuss the importance of selecting a definition of crime for purposes of crim-
inological research.

G. Multiple Choice. Select the best answer.

1. The notion of private vengeance involved:

va. only the concerned parties c. prosecution by the state

b. specific punishments d. trial by a jury of peers



