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We dedicate this edition to those who were lost at Virginia
Tech on April 16, 2007, to those who were injured, and
to their families.

We will not forget.
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Preface

The education that students receive should allow
them to live fuller, richer, and more fruitful lives.
Such a goal is the bedrock upon which we build
and justify our careers as educators and sociolo-
gists. Students today face the challenges pre-
sented by the transformation to an information
and global economy, the growth of biotechnology
and cloning, the ever-expanding human popula-
tion, and the environmental problems associated
with population growth. To understand and live in
this rapidly changing social environment, they
need a solid foundation in sociological concepts
and perspectives.

Sociology encourages us to examine aspects
of our social environment that we might otherwise
ignore, neglect, or take for granted, and it allows us
to look beneath the surface of everyday life. The
introductory course in sociology gives students the
opportunity to use this sociological imagination in
understanding and mastering their social world,
and Sociology: The Core provides the information
they need to do so.

Providing the Core

A course in sociology should broaden students’
horizons, sharpen their observational skills, and
strengthen their analytical capabilities. Sociol-
ogy: The Core aims to make the introductory
course manageable for instructors and students
alike. The ninth edition retains the core concept
with a tight, readable text that provides the essen-
tials. It includes all the major sections of the eighth
edition, with streamlined feature boxes, figures
that present data critical to an introductory text,
and a stick-to-the-basics approach. It provides the
core of sociology—the basic foundations of the
discipline.

The coverage of many key topics in Sociol-
ogy: The Core—theory, culture, socialization,
groups, formal organizations, deviance, social
stratification, race, gender, power, the family, reli-
gion, and social change—is equal to, and in many
cases exceeds, that found in most other introduc-
tory textbooks. The functionalist, conflict, and
interactionist perspectives are introduced in the
first chapter and applied throughout the book.
This helps students to develop a solid understand-
ing of these major sociological perspectives and
their contributions to the topics covered here, and
it provides something for everyone in depart-
ments where all faculty members are required to
use the same introductory textbook.

It would be presumptuous for any sociolo-
gist to program another sociologist’s course.
Instead, we hope that Sociology: The Core pro-
vides a solid resource—a common intellectual
platform—that each instructor can use as a sound
foundation in developing an introductory course.
As a coherent presentation of sociological mate-
rials, a core text is an aid to pedagogy. Instructors
can supplement the text with papers, readers, or
monographs that meet their unique teaching
needs. Likewise, students can use Sociology: The
Core as a succinct source of information.

Bringing Students In

In Sociology: The Core, we seek to make sociology
come alive as a vital and exciting field, to relate prin-
ciples to real-world circumstances, and to attune
students to the dynamic processes of our rapidly
changing contemporary society. The study of a
science can captivate student interest and excite
their imagination. In this edition, we add a new
chapter-end feature that stimulates students to
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begin thinking about what being a sociology major
would entail and about what sorts of careers sociol-
ogy majors select. We capitalize on students’ desires
to read about issues of interest to them with feature
boxes on reality TV, blogs, becoming an adult,
binge drinking, high school identities, campus
rape, and affirmative action in college admis-
sions. Because students live and will work in an
increasingly diverse and global world, we empha-
size global issues with boxes on exporting toxic
trash, family values around the world, and cultural
variation in marking time as well as integrating
cross-cultural comparisons in various chapters.
Our box series “Social Inequalities” enhances our
emphasis on issues of race, ethnicity, class, and
gender as a regular part of most topics in sociology.

Pedagogical Aids

In selecting pedagogical aids for the text, we
decided to use those that provide the most guid-
ance with the least clutter and to focus on those
that students are most likely to actually use.

Chapter Outline

Each chapter opens with an outline of its major
“headings; this allows students to preview at a
glance the material to be covered.

Cross Reference Icons

Referrals to material in other chapters are high-
lighted with “cross reference” icons that provide
specific page references, making it easy for stu-
dents and instructors to find such material.

Questions for Discussion

Each feature box includes two or three questions
geared toward linking the hox material to core
concepts and toward getting students thinking
about the issues raised.

Key Terms

The terms most essential to the core of sociol-
ogy are set in boldface type and are defined as

20

they are presented in the text. These key terms
appear in the chapter summaries, again in bold-
face type to emphasize their importance and to
reinforce the student’s memory. At the end of
each chapter, a Glossary lists the key terms
included in the chapter and provides their defi-
nitions. All key terms appear in the index, along
with an indication of where they are first
defined.

Careers Feature

Each chapter includes a new feature titled
“What Can Sociology Do for You?” focused on
helping students think about whether they want
to major in sociology and, if so, about what sorts
of work they might find themselves engaged in
when they finish college. In addition, this fea-
ture points them toward other courses in which
to enroll if they were interested in the subject
matter of the chapter.

Chapter Summary

Chapters conclude with a Chapter in Brief sum-
mary that uses the same outline of major headings
used in the chapter outline. The summary recapit-
ulates the central points, allowing students to
review in a systematic manner what they already
have read. The use of major headings allows stu-
dents to return to the appropriate section in the
chapter for more information. The Chapter in
Brief includes all of the glossary terms, boldfaced
to remind students that they are key terms.

Review Questions
Each chapter concludes with a list of review

questions on the central ideas presented in the
chapter.

Internet Exercises

The end-of-chapter feature Internet Connec-
tion provides students with an opportunity to
explore sociological data and information on
the Internet and hone their critical thinking
abilities.



Boxes

The ninth edition includes four types of boxes,
all of which add to the concepts and theories dis-
cussed in the chapter in which they appear, and
many of which add insights to other chapters
as well.

Social Inequalities boxes explore inequali-
ties of race, ethnicity, class, or gender from a
sociological perspective. Topics include race,
crime, and punishment; geographical variation
in gender inequality; same-sex marriage; affir-
mative action; disenfranchisement; and unequal
childhoods.

Doing Social Research boxes focus on how
social scientists approach various research prob-
lems; topics discussed have been chosen to illus-
trate or enhance the topics discussed in the
chapter.

Sociology Around the World boxes focus on
sociological research that extends beyond the
United States, on research done with subjects from
outside the United States, on cross-cultural socio-
logical research, and on illustrations of sociologi-
cal concepts in a variety of cultural settings.

Students Doing Sociology boxes summa-
rize the experiences of students who were asked
to think like sociologists: to interpret certain
events with sociological concepts and principles
or to perform sociological research.

Additional student exercises and projects
are available in the Instructor’s Manual. Instruc-
tors may wish to use them to create their own
classroom exercises or assignments.

Figures and Tables

The data presented in the figures and tables
throughout Sociology: The Core are as up to date
as possible—and as user-friendly and accessible
as we could make them. Whenever possible, we
have created figures from published data instead
of simply presenting percentages and numbers
from statistical sources. In many cases, we have
generated original analyses from publicly avail-
able data sets. Sources for figures and tables

include the U.S. Census Bureau, the National
Center for Health Statistics, the General Social
Survey, the Statistical Abstract of the United
States, and the Federal Reserve Survey of Con-
sumer Finances.

Photographs and Cartoons

Photographs and cartoons serve both to draw the
students in and to illustrate important concepts
and principles. The ninth edition includes both
new photos and new cartoons. Photo captions tie
the photographs to the text, and cartoons, in
addition to adding a light touch to the text and
reinforcing important ideas, make points that
can’t be made any other way.

References

The ninth edition of Sociology: The Core presents
new data and references throughout, including
major updates in family, religion, education, race
and ethnicity, gender inequality, welfare reform
and poverty, crimes, city growth, global warm-
ing, and wealth and income. It includes more than
150 new references, including articles from the
major sociological journals, books, government
documents and data sets, and popular media,
most published in 2005-2008. Full citations
appear at the end of the text.

Changes in the Ninth Edition

While the ninth edition retains all the core ele-
ments of the eighth edition, there are a number
of significant additions and enhancements. The
ninth edition:

* Adds a new chapter-end feature, “What
Can Sociology Do for You?” This feature
links students to the American Sociological
Association and other websites, gets them
thinking about job possibilities in a variety
of sociology-related fields, and lets them
know what sorts of classes they will take if
they decide to major in sociology.
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Completely updates data and figures
throughout the book wherever possible.

Incorporates new examples relevant to stu-
dents, including AIDS, drug use, skateboard-
ing, video culture, and “Made in China.”

Presents data from the 2008 U.S. Religious
Landscape Survey, and discusses the new
“nonreligious movement” in religion.

Uses a new chapter opener for the power
chapter on the major shift in global eco-
NOmMicC power.

Incorporates findings from a new study,
Alone Together: How Marriage in America
Is Changing (Amato et al., 2007), and new
information on both child and elder care in
revisions to the family chapter.

Adds a new section on stratification among
societies to the social stratification chapter.

Updates gender and family with informa-
tion from the Changing Rhythms of Ameri-
can Family Life time diaries study.

Adds information from the Human Genome
Project and immigration statistics, as well
as on how whites underestimate the costs
of being black, to the race and ethnicity
chapter.

Presents new information in the juvenile
crime, capital punishment, and white-collar
crime portions of the deviance and crime
chapter.

Incorporates end-of-life issues and the sig-
nificance of an aging U.S. population in the
socialization and social structure chapters.

Reorganizes the education material with
the “What Americans Think About Their
Schools™ survey, information about the No
Child Left Behind Act, and a new look at
school effectiveness.

Enhances the discussion of the current
health care crisis in the United States with
a comparison of infant mortality and life
expectancy in other industrialized nations.

* Includes a major emphasis on global warm-
ing in discussion of the environment, adds
contemporary models of city growth, and
provides the newest population data.

*  Adds a discussion of social integration and
the Internet to the social change chapter.

Sociology: The Core was originally con-
ceived and written by James W. Vander Zanden,
and some of his work is retained in this ninth
edition. However, he did not participate in this
revision and is not responsible for any new mate-
rial, changes, or additions in the ninth edition.
Michael Hughes and Carolyn J. Kroehler are
responsible for all of the revisions and changes
in the fifth through the ninth editions.

Ancillary Materials

The ninth edition of Sociology: The Core is
accompanied by a number of supplementary
learning and teaching aids.

For the Student

Student’s Online Learning
Center (OLC)

The Online Learning Center website that accom-
panies this text offers a variety of resources for
the student. In addition to various study tools,
students will find chapter objectives, chapter out-
lines and overviews, interactive chapter quizzes,
annotated lists of web links, Internet exercises,
census updates, and flashcards of key terms.
Please visit the Sociology: The Core OLC at
www.mhhe.com/Hughes9.

Reel Society Interactive Movie CD-ROM
Available as a separate package option, this pro-
fessionally produced movie on CD-ROM demon-
strates the sociological imagination using actors
in campus life scenarios. Each viewer influ-
ences key plot turns by making choices for
them. Through it all, a wide variety of issues



and perspectives are addressed relating major
sociological concepts and theories to students’
lives. Please go to www.mhhe.com/reelsoc for
further details.

For the Instructor

Instructor’s Manual

The Instructor’s Manual provides chapter sum-
maries, chapter outlines, learning objectives,
teaching suggestions and discussion questions,
student exercises and projects, and suggested
films/videos. The Instructor’s Manual can also
be downloaded from the Instructor’s Online
Learning Center.

Test Bank

The Test Bank offers 75 multiple-choice, 25 true-
false, and 10 essay questions for each chapter in
the text. The Test Bank can be downloaded as a
Word file from the Instructor’s Online Learning
Center. It is also available as a computerized
test bank.

PowerPoint Slides. A collection of tables and
figures from the text, augmented by additional
graphics, allows instructors to add visual con-
tent to their lectures. The PowerPoint files can
be downloaded from the Instructor’s Online
Learning Center.

Instructor’s Online Learning
Center (OLC)

Password-protected, the Instructor’s side of the
OLC contains a variety of resources, activities,
and classroom tips. The Instructor’s Manual,
PowerPoint slides, and Test Bank can be accessed
electronically on this site, www.mhhe.com/
hughes9.

The Classroom Performance

System (CPS)

This revolutionary wireless response system
gives the, instructor immediate feedback from

every student in the class. CPS units include
easy-to-use software for creating and delivering
questions and assessments to your class. Each
student simply responds with their individual
wireless response pad. providing instant results.
Suggested CPS questions specific to Sociology:
The Core, 9/e, are available on the Instructor’s
Online Learning Center. CPS is the perfect tool
for engaging students while gathering impor-
tant assessment data. Go to www.mhhe.com/
einstruction for further details.

PageOut: The Course Website
Development Center

Online content for Sociology: The Core is sup-
ported by WebCT, eCollege.com, Blackboard,
and other course management systems. Addi-
tionally, McGraw-Hill’s PageOut service is avail-
able to help instructors get their course up and
running online in a matter of hours, at no cost.
(No programming knowledge is required.) When
you use PageOut, your students have instant,
24-hour access to your course syllabus, lecture
notes, assignments, and other original material.
Students can even check their grades on-line.
Material from the Online Learning Center can be
pulled into your website. PageOut also provides
a discussion board where you and your students
can exchange questions and post announcements.
To find out more about PageOut, ask your
McGraw-Hill representative for details, or fill out
the form at www.mhhe.com/pageout.

Videos

Please contact your McGraw-Hill sales repre-
sentative to learn about videos that are available
to adopters of McGraw-Hill introductory sociol-
ogy textbooks.
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Visual Preview

Sociology encourages us to examine aspects of our social environment that we might otherwise ignore,
neglect, or take for granted and allows us to look beneath the surface of everyday life. The introductory
course in sociology gives students the opportunity to use the sociological imagination in understanding and
mastering their social world, and Socielogy: The Core provides the information they need to do so.

The ninth edition continues to adhere to the core concept, offering a compact, accessible, and afford-
able text that presents the essentials. It provides the core of sociology—the basic foundations of the

discipline—for the student.

Chapter Opener and Outline

Each chapter opens with an outline of its major
headings, allowing students to preview at a
glance the material to be covered.

CHAPTER 1 o e———

The Sociological Perspective
N Levels of Resty
The Socitlogecal Imadination
MICTGTIOkgY BN MACTRouiody

Developing a Sociological
Consciousness

The Development of Sociology

Auguate Combie: Thi Founder of Sociology

Harnet Martineau Feminies and Methodelogist
it Spencer. Sool Frorwrie

Karl Man: The Role of Class Conflict

Erruey Qurkriin; Social InTagraton 800 Social Fact
Mix Wabsr: Bubifectivity Bnd Soctal Ogantzaton
Aivegizan Soclowgy

Cuntamponry Sooiolagy

Thaeoretical Perspectives

The Functiondiist Parspeciive
The Canfht Perspentve

The Intevactionmt Perspective
Ligmy Ihe Tivee Perspeciives

Conducting Research
The Lisgic of Sciance
Mathars of D Collegtion
Siepe In the Sclortific Methoa A Close-Up Looh
Research Ethics

BoX 1.1 Socisl Inequalities: Tally's Camer m the
1wt Century

BOX 12 Daing Social Research: Child Care
Fatalities Discovering the Critical Role
of Soctul Factors

ach of us is o sociul being. We are bom

Into a social eovironment; we (ully

develop 1nto hurman bengs in a social
etivirontient; and we typieally five out our lives
w1 & socind eavironinent. What we thiok, ow we
feel, and what we say And do all are shaped by
our interactons with other people. The scientific
study of these social interactiond and of soctil
organization is called socology.

Why are some people wealthy and others
poor” What causes war? Why do people violate
social nules? How do revolutions oceur? Wit
canses mass hysteria? We know from ancient
folklore, myths, and archaeological remains that
humans have long had an imerest in understund-
ing themsclves and theit social srrangements,
Yet it Has been only in the past two centuries o
$0 that human beings have soughl angwers 1o
these and related questions through science.
Ths seience—soeiology—pursues the siady of
soctal interaction and group beluvior throngh
research governed by ‘the rigorous and disci-
plined collection of data and analysis of fucts.

Many of us are not only interested in under-
sumding society und human behavior. We also
would like 10 improve the human condition so
that we might lead fuller, richer, and more fruit-
ful fives. To do this we need knowledge about
the bugic structures and processes underlying
our social lives. Through its emphasts on obser
vation and measurerment, saciology allows us 10
bring nigorous wnd systematic sclentific thinking
and information to bear on difficull yuestions
associated with social policies and choices,
including those related 10 poverty, bealth, immi-
gratiof, crime, and education. Many people
miterested in these 1ssues do not realize that more
than concern |8 needed to solve probilenis, Action
must be informed by knowledge

Sociologicnl resemch often is applied to
practical marrers. For exumple, the LS. Sopreme:
Court relied heavily upon social science findings
the effects of on children
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Cross-Reference System

References in the text to concepts discussed
elsewhere are highlighted with cross-reference
icons with page numbers, making it easy for
students and instructors to find the material.

Thematic Boxes

The ninth edition includes four box categories,
all of which add to the concepts and theories dis-
cussed in the chapter in which they appear, and
many of which add insights to other chapters as
well: Doing Social Research, Sociology Around
the World, Students Doing Sociology, and Social
Inequalities. Each box concludes with questions
for discussion.

buﬁxumdmmmdmllmthmml.wdw
priveipal structures whereby these
eritical msks for social living—functions—are
organized, directed, and exocuted, Each fnstitu-
Hion, such ss edication, the economy, and the fam-
Ity, i bultt around o standardized sohition 10 a set
of problems. Funcnons are the observed cotse-
uences of the existence of fnatitutions, groups,
and other system parts that pernut the adapeation
o adjustment of a system (Mertan, 1968),
Robert . Merton (1968) pounted out that
Just as institutions and the other parts of society
ca contnbute 1o the maintenance of the social

and moral, and what is undestrable, worthless,
and evil. Through a social learning process, they
come 10 share a conseasus regarding their core
values and beliefs. For cxample, most Americans
accept the values and behicfs iabereal in domoc-
rucy, the doctrine of equal opportunity, and the
notiom of personal schisvement. Functionalists
say that this high degree of consensus on basic
values provides the foundation for social integra-
ton and stability in LS. socicty.

Evaluation of the Functionali
Perpective

that lessen the

E‘?T’)llhﬁnﬂmnlbw.muenmmlun
wation's “dirty work™ is done—chose jobs that are
physicalty dirty. dangerous, emporary, dead-end,
poa-iy p-d. and menisl, Howgver, poverty i
| hecause st fies 3 variety of
social problems. including those associated with
bealth, sdiscation, crime, and drug sddichion

Manifest and Latent Functions
Mesion (1968) also dumpmhod !uwm M
fzq ﬁuum and latent

The functionalwt perspective i » useful iool for
describing society end wentifying its structural
party and the Functions of these pans at a partic-
uler potnt in time It provides 3 “big picnae" of
the whole of social life, particularly as it finds
expressiog ia patiered, recurrent behavior and
institutiond. For some purposcs, it is clearly
helpful to have & clear description of what perts
miuke up society snd how they fit together.
However, such an spproach does not pro-
vide us with the entire mocy of soonl life. The
functionalist approach has difficulty desling
with history and processes of social change. In
the real woeld, societics are constantly chang-
ing, but functionalism has dome & poor job of

that wre intender)

g for the ding fiow of fnernc-
tion among people. Moreoves, the functionalist

2.2 Sociology Around the World
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What Can Sociology Do for You?

At the end of each chapter, a new feature
links students to the American Sociological
Association and other websites, gets them
thinking about job possibilities in a variety of
sociology-related fields, and lets them know
what sorts of classes they will take if they
decide to major in sociology.

v

everyone is aliowed 10 express his or her genu-
inc emotions and 10 have these feclings be
respected. Althoegh there are different styles fr
dying, KiblesRoge (1969) found that dying
peopie typically pass through five stages: denial,
anger, bargaining with God ar fate, depression
or “proparmtory grief.” and acceptance.

In & crods-national study of end-of - life deci-
sion making, Robert Blank and Janna Mermick
(2005) point out that end-of-ife issuves will con-
tinue to grow and to involve more than just those
who are dying u|d their funllbe: all over the
world, Dx

s
of the wsry old and in

{_ﬁi What Can Sociology Do for You?
At the end of the first two chapters, we consid-
ered jobs sociciogy graduates might get and
courses scciology majors might take. Now let's
0 2 step further—4o graduste schoel, More and
more college sudents are going of 10 et man-
ter's degrees ot PhD.s in their chosen fields of
study. What advanced-degree work might
soctology major pursue? Let's turn ance egain
o the American Sociological Association
[ASA). Open the web page for the ASA. httpa//
wiewasanet.ong. Find the “Careers and Jobs™

[ G Sl tiemoaision = | Chaptel” in Brief

Group Relationships
Groups—iwo or more people who share a fecl-
ing of ynity nnd who are bound together in rela-
tively stable patterns of social interaction—ane
products of social definitions—aets of shared
idens. Ay such they constituie constrocted
realities.

= Primary Groups snd Secondary
Groupe Primary groups involve two or
maore peaple who enjoy divect, intimnte, cohe-
sive relationships and are fundamental 10 both
us und society, Expressive ties predominate in
prmary groups. Secondary groups entail two
or moxe people who ace involved in impersonal,

and feelings tead 10 atsume 2 larger role in
dyads than in lager groups. The addition of a
third member (0 & group-—{orming a trind—
fundamentally sliess & social situation. fn this
armngement one person may be placed m the
ol of an cutsider.

w Leadership In group settings some
members usually exert moee influcnce than
others, We call these individuals leaders, Two
types of leadership roles wad o evolve 1 small
froups: an lender and an expres-
sive lesdec, Leaders may follow an suthoritar-
ian stylke, 3 democratic style. or a laissez-faire
wyle.

Glossary

Each chapter includes a Glossary of the key
terms. In addition, to reinforce the importance of
these terms, the Chapter in Brief includes all of
the Glossary terms in boldface.

| How do primary groupe diffes from secandary 7. Joining 8 sorority or framemity is voluntary
groups? List three of each from your own life Do such organizations hase sy characteris-
2 Whai ne in-groups and out-groups? tics of w coertive orgasimtion?
1 Define referesice group, mnd give o least wo & Deflae i st the
exampies from yoer own life. of Webor's ideal burraucmacy,
4 What are two major styles of leadership? 9 W,“Wdhm#m-
5 Describe & social dilemuna from your own lifie. ey

& What i ink? Have 'you ever . 10 demﬂdﬂmm-hwwuym
grovpehinle ape. buresacracy? How does i differ from the view
enced this phonomenon a5 & member of & of symbolic ey
douisioo-making group? D

Internet Connection

Each chapter concludes with a summary that uses
the same outline of major headings used in the
chapter opener, recapitulating the central points
and allowing students to review in a systematic
manner what they have read.

group  Two or more people who
share a foeling of anity and who

by expressive ader A leader who  Ar® bound wgether in relatively
explicit rules and procedures i (ocuseq on overcoming Interper- AP pasterne of social nter-

sonal problems in o goup, defuy.  Ati0n.

bureancracy A social structure  intelligible (o themselves and
others.

- Y Ing tension, and pe 3 A deoisi i
Aformal  solidarity. pmhmdtnlu[h.lym
organtzation that people become  expresgive tes  Social links groups lu which the members
of against their will, formed whan we emoticnally become 50 precccupied with
dyad A two-member group. invest ourselves in and sommit malntaining group consensns
cthnomethodalogy ourselves to other people. That thelr critica) (aruldes i

Review Questions

-+

At the end of each chapter, there is a list of
review questions that focus on the central ideas
presented in the chapter.

‘%, Intermet Connection

An exercise at the end of each chapter encour-
ages students to go online to analyze topics and
issues relevant to the chapter content.

Open thix Web page. huthrmioc.pu{lrvl

htmi. This siwe. d by the
Library of Cungress, provides a set of links to the
execulive branch of the U.S. government. Explore

these sltes looking for evidence thal the execulive
branch of the U.S. g to

on the evidence you have found, Which aspects of
Weber's model are revealed here? Which aspects
are not? Thinking about the information b these
sites and information from other sources, including
news reports over the past several years, does the

‘Weber’s model of bureaucracy. Write a short report

branch conform to Weber's ideal type of
bureancracy? Why or why aot™




