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1. A White Heron'

10

Introduction

if we are to protect nature’s vulnerable treasures.

Sarah Orne Jewett

Here the story of a girl whose name means creature of the woods reminds all of us
that we must be willing to stand alone, to make efforts requiring personal sacrifice,

he woods were already filled with shadows one June eve-

ning just before eight o’clock. SvIvia” was driving her cow

home. They turned deep into the dark woods. Their feet
knew the way. The birds in the trees above her head seemed to sing
“good night” to each other quietly. The air was soft and sweet.
Sylvia felt a part of the gray shadows and the moving leaves. To Syl-
via, it seemed as if she hadn’t really been alive before she came to live
with her grandmother in this beautiful place.

Suddenly she heard a call. Not a bird’s call, which would have
had a friendly sound. It was a young man’s call, sudden and loud.
Sylvia left the cow alone and hid behind some leaves. But the young
man saw her.

“Halloa’, lietle girl. How far is it to the road?”

Sylvia was afraid. She answered in a soft voice, “A pood wavs' ..

“I'm hunting for some birds,” the young man said kindly. He
carried a gun over his shoulder. “I'm lost and need a friend very
much. Don’t be afraid. Speak up, and tell me what your name is. Do
you think I can spend the night at your house and go out hunting in

1. heron /'heran/ n. %
2. Sylvia /'silvia/ n. T/RAETE (% F
2)

3. halloa=hallo
4. a good ways( [ ) -{RIE H9BE

5. speak up AR, ABBHER



the morning?”
Sylvia was more afraid than ever. But she said her name, and
dropped her head like a broken flower.

Her grandmother was waiting at the door. The cow gave a “moo”
as the three arrived.

“Yes, you should speak for yourself, you old cow,” said her

6. Sylvy /‘stlvi/ . SyMafgIRFR grandmother. “Where was she hiding so long, “v1vy" 27
Sylvia didn’t speak. She thought her grandmother should be
afraid of the stranger.

But the young man stood his gun beside the door. He dropped
a heavy gun-bag beside it. He said good evening and told the old
woman his story.

7. Dear me BXIF “IDear me , yes,” she answered. “You might do better if you
went out to the road a mile away. But you're welcome to what we’ve
got. I'll milk the cow right away. Now, you make yourself at home.
Sylvy, step round, and set a plate for the gentleman!”

Sylvia stepped. She was glad to have something to do, and she *
was hungry.
The young man was surprised to find such a comfortable, clean

8. Maine fmem/ . EEM house in the deep woods of Muine . He thought this was the best
supper he had eaten in a month. After supper the new-made friends
sat in the shadowed doorway to watch the moon come up. The «
young man listened happily to the grandmother’s stories. The old
woman talked most about her children. About her daughter, Sylvia’s
mother, who had a hard life with so many children. About her son,
Dan, who left home for California many years ago.

“Sylvy is like Dan,” she said happily. “She knows every foot of +
the woods. She plays with the woods animals and feeds the birds.
Yes, she’d give her own meals to them, if I didn’t watch her!”

“So Sylvy knows all about birds, does she?” asked the young
man. “I'm trying to catch one of each kind.”

“Do you keep them alive?” asked the old woman.

9. Stuff /stafy vi. SFERIRA “No. I stuil them in order to save them,” he answered. “I have
almost a hundred of them. And I caught every one myself.”

10. toad /toud/ n. %k, MEAE Sylvia was watching a (o jump in the moonlight.

“I followed a bird here that T want to catch. A white heron.
You would know a heron if you saw it, Sylvy.” he said, hopefully. “A s
strange, tall white bird with long, thin legs.”

Sylvia’s heart stopped. She knew that strange white bird.

P UIT 1



“I want that bird more than anything,” the young man went on.
“I'would give ten dollars to know where its nest is.”

Sylvia couldn’t believe there was so much money in the world.
But she watched the toad and said nothing.

The next day Sylvia went with the young man into the woods.
He was kind and friendly, and told her many things about the birds.

She wasn’t afraid of him anymore. Perhaps in her heart a dream

i of love was born. But she couldn’t understand why he killed and

stuffed the birds he liked so much.

At the edge of the woods a great pinc '’ tree stood. Sylvia knew
it well. That night she thought of the tree. If she climbed it early in
the morning, she could see the whole world. Couldn’t she watch the

o heron fly, and find its hidden nest? What an adventure it would be!

And how happy her friend would be! The young man and the old
woman slept well that night, but Sylvia thought of her adventure.
She forgot to think of sleep. At last, when the night birds stopped
singing, she quietly left the house.

There was the tall pine tree, still asleep in the moonlight. First
she climbed a smaller tree next to it. Then she made the dangerous
step across to the old pine. The birds in the woods below her were
waking up. She must climb faster if she wanted to see the heron as
it left its nest. The tree seemed to grow taller as she went up. The

' pine tree must have been surprised to feel this small person climbing

up. It must have loved this new animal in its arms. Perhaps it moved
its branches a little, to help her climb. Sylvia’s face shone like a star
when she reached the top. She was tired, but very happy. She could

see ships out to sea. Woods and farms lay for miles and miles around

¢ her. The birds sang louder and louder. At last the sun came up.

Where was the heron’s nest? Look, look, Sylvia! A white spot rises up
from the green trees below. The spot grows larger. The heron flies
close. A wild, light bird, wide wings, and a long thin neck. He stops
in the tree beyond Sylvia. Wait, wait, Sylvia! Do not move a foot or
finger, to frighten it away!

A moment later, Sylvia sighs. A large cormpany of noisy birds
comes to the tree, and the heron goes away. It flies down to its home
in the green world below. Sylvia knows its secret now. She climbs

back down. Now she is almost crying. Her fingers hurt, and her feet

» slip'. She wonders what the young man will say to her. What will he

think when she tells him how to find the heron’s nest?

11. pine /pam/ n. ¥a4¢

12. company / ‘kampany/ 1. —&F

13. slip /ship/ vi. @3, B

| UNIT | ]



14. as a dog loves=faithfully

“Sylvy, Sylvy,” her grandmother called, but nobody answered.

The young man woke up and dressed. He wanted to begin
hunting again. He was sure Sylvia knew something about the white
heron. Here she comes now. Her small face is white, her old dress is
torn and dirty. The grandmother and the young man wait at the door
to question her. The time has come to tell about the heron’s nest.

But Sylvia does not speak. The young man looks into her eyes.
He will make them rich. She wants to make him happy. He waits to
hear the story she can tell.

No, she must keep silent! What is it that keeps her quiet? This
is the first time the world has put out a hand to her. Does she have to
push it away because of a bird? She hears again the wind blowing in
the pine tree. She remembers how the white heron flew through the
golden air. She remembers how they watched the sea and the mom-
ing together. Sylvia cannot speak. She cannot tell the heron’s secret
and give its life away.

Poor Sylvia!l She was sad when the young man went away. She
could have helped him. She would have followed him like a dog. She
would have loved him a5 4 dog loves | Many nights afterwards Sylvia
remembered his “Halloa” as she came home with the cow: She for-
got the sharp sound of his gun. She forgot the birds, wet with blood.
Were the birds better friends than the hunter? Who can tell?

Oh, Woods! Oh, Summertime! Remember what riches were
lost to her. Bring her your riches instead, your beauties and your
gifts. Tell all your secrets to this lonely country child!

1382 words
From Great American Stories

Comprehension Exercises

“ Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.

L LINIT |

s

What can we learn from the first paragraph?
A Sylvia prefers living in the woods.

B. Sylvia is fed up with her present life.
C. Sylvia lives in the woods with her parents.
D. Sylvia goes hunting in the woods every day.

100

1a

126



| Information Related to the Text

n Sarah Orne Jewett

T— Sarah Orne Jewett was born in 1849 in South Berwick, Maine. She lived there guietly near
the sea most of her life. She wrote stories about the simple lives of the country people around
her. Her stories show her love of nature, as well as human nature. The woods, fields and ani-
mals of Maine are almost like characters in her stories. Her best-known book is called Country
of the Pointed Firs. In 1909, Sarah Orne Jewett died in the same house in which she had been
born and raised.

5 Maine

A state in northern New England in the United States well known for its pine and fir trees.
It is bounded by the Canadian provinces of Québec on the northwest and New Brunswick on
the northeast. To the southwest lies New Hampshire, and to the southeast the Atlantic Ocean.
Maine entered the Union on March 15, 1820, when it was separated from Massachusetts to
form the 23rd state. The name Maine probably originated as the word used by English explor-
ers to refer to the mainland; it may also be derived from the province and region of Maine in
northwestern France. Augusta is Maine’s capital. Portland is the largest city.

Difficult Languagde Points in the Text

‘ Sylvia felt a part of the gray shadows and the moving leaves. (Line 6)
felt a part of: felt like part of

a But she said her name, and dropped her head like a broken flower. (Line 20)

dropped: lowered

“You might do better if you went out to the road a mile away ...“ (Line 31)

do better: be more successful

“_.. Sylwy, step round, and set a plate for the gentleman!” (Line 34)

step round: hurry up

If she climbed it early in the morning, she could see the whole world. (Line 68)

the whole world: for miles

Sylvia’s face shone like a star ... (Line 82)

like a star: happily
[ UNIT | [EEY
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2. Sylvia began to feel frightened ;
A. when it began to get dark B. when the young man called out

C. when she lost the cow D. when she heard the birds call

3. The young man wanted to find the white heron for the purpose of

A. doing scientific research B. keeping it as a pet
C. making it | i D. taking photos of it
4. Sylvia decided to find the heron’s nest so as to
A. help the young man catch it B. get money from the young man
C. keep it from being hurt D. please the voung man

5. We can learn from this passage that

A. Svlvia is a girl who loves and cares aboul nature

B. the young man is a person who loves animals
C. Sylvia felt happy when the young man left without knowing the heron’s nest
D. Sylvia did not tell the heron’s secret because she did not like the young man

w Give brief answers to the following questions.

1. Who was Sylvia living with?

Svivia was living in the woods with her grandmother.
2. What was the young man? What was he doing in the forest?

3. What was Sylvia’s new feeling towards the young man?

It was love,
4. Why did the young man offer ten dollars to Sylvia?
Be Ivia co w the man wher Eron w

5. Was it possible for Sylvia to help the young man? Why or why not?
6. Why didn’t Sylvia lell the young man what she had found?

its life away.
w_ Questions for discussion.

1. Do you think Sylvia should have helped the young man2 Why, or why not?

2. The story says that Sylvia “couldn’t understand why he killed and stuffed the birds he liked
so much.” Explain her feelings for the birds in comparison to the feelings of the young
man.

LUNIT |



