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Democratic Politics and Party
Competition

This new book addresses central issues in the comparative study of demo-
cracy, principally those issues that can be illuminated through the work of
the Comparative Manifestos Project (CMP).

Applying the Comparative Manifestos’ approach, the contributors to
this volume outline the intellectual challenges that it faces and indicate
some of the ways that the comparative study of democracy may be carried
forward. Addressing a wide range of issues within the broader area of
political science, the volume:

e Provides an up-to-date account of the achievements of the CMP.
[lustrates some of the ways that the comparative study of democracy
may be carried forward into the future, focusing on potential exten-
sions of the CMP research programme.

e Presents a wide range of opinions and uses of the CMP’s methodology
and discusses a number of challenges to this particular approach.

Honouring the lifetime achievement of Professor Ian Budge, who has pro-
vided distinguished intellectual leadership for the Comparative Manifestos
Project over the last 25 years, this innovative study will appeal to
researchers of comparative politics, government and democratic theory.

Judith Bara is a Lecturer in Politics, at Queen Mary, University of London
and a Research Fellow in Government at the University of Essex, UK.
Albert Weale is Professor of Government at the University of Essex, UK.
He is also co-editor of the British Journal of Political Science and Fellow of
the British Academy.



Routledge /ECPR studies in European political science

Edited by Thomas Poguntke

University of Birmingham, UK, on behalf of the European Consortium for Political
Research

The Routledge/ECPR studies in European political science series is pub-
lished in association with the European Consortium for Political Research
— the leading organisation concerned with the growth and development of
political science in Europe. The series presents high-quality edited
volumes on topics at the leading edge of current interest in political
science and related fields, with contributions from European scholars and
others who have presented work at ECPR workshops or research groups.

1 Regionalist Parties in Western Europe
Edited by Lieven de Winter and Huri Tiirsan

2 Comparing Party System Change
Edited by Jan-Erik Lane and Paul Pennings

3 Political Theory and European Union
Edited by Albert Weale and Michael Nentwich

4 Politics of Sexuality
Edited by Terrell Carver and Veronique Mottier

5 Autonomous Policy Making by International Organizations
Edited by Bob Reinalda and Bertjan Verbeek

6 Social Capital and European Democracy
Edited by Jan van Deth, Marco Maraffi, Ken Newton and Paul Whiteley

7 Party Elites in Divided Societies
Edited by Kurt Richard Luther and Kris Deschouwer

8 Citizenship and Welfare State Reform in Europe
Edited by Jet Bussemaker

9 Democratic Governance and New Technology
Technologically mediated innovations in political practice in Western
Europe
Edited by Ivan Horrocks, Jens Hoff and Pieter Tops

10 Democracy without Borders
Transnationalisation and conditionality in new democracies
Edited by Jean Grugel



To Ian Budge

Political scientist, colleague, friend




Contributors

Judith Bara is Lecturer in Politics at Queen Mary, University of London
and Research Fellow in Government at the University of Essex.

John Bartle is Senior Lecturer in Government at the University of Essex.

Pamela Johnston Conover is Professor of Political Science at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina.

Ivor Crewe is Professor of Government and Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Essex.

Hans Keman is Professor of Comparative Political Science at the Free Uni-
versity of Amsterdam.

Michael Laver is Professor in the Department of Politics, New York Uni-
versity.

Michael D. McDonald is Professor of Political Science at Binghamton Uni-
versity.

Iain McLean is Official Fellow in Politics and Professor of Politics at
Nuffield College, Oxford.

Ken Newton is Professor of Comparative Politics at the University of
Southampton.

Jack H. Nagel is Professor of Political Science at the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

David Robertson is Professor of Politics and Tutor in Politics at St Hugh's
College, Oxford.

Donald D. Searing is Burton Craige Professor of Political Science at the
University of North Carolina.

Andrea Volkens is Research Fellow at the Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin.
Hugh Ward is Professor of Government at the University of Essex.
Albert Weale is Professor of Government at the University of Essex.

Paul Whiteley is Professor of Government at the University of Essex.



Preface

The academic world is a ‘small world’ as David Lodge entitled one of his
sharp and witty novels. It is therefore not exceptionally surprising that a
former PhD student of Ian Budge should happen to be the Series Editor
of the Routledge/ECPR Studies in European Political Science where this
volume in honour of his work is published. Having read Ken Newton’s
excellent and highly entertaining account of the Budgean modus
operandi I cannot resist the temptation to add a few details from the
perspective of someone who wrote his PhD thesis under Ian’s supervision
at the EUL

What comes to mind when thinking back to the Florentine years? Ken
mentions the illegible handwriting, and I clearly remember that the first
serious challenge on my way to completing a PhD thesis was the task of
deciphering Ian’s comments on the margins of my outlines and first
chapter drafts. Our first meeting, however, made a far more lasting
impression on me. Roaming the corridors of the medieval Badia Fiesolana
in search for the appropriate supervisor who was to guide one’s work over
the next three (or so) years, I met lan Budge and presented some very
preliminary ideas about how one might be able to explain the phenome-
non of the emerging of Green parties in many Western European coun-
tries. He listened patiently and then told me that he was not really
convinced by the approach I wanted to follow. ‘But if you argue your case
well, it will be alright with me’, he continued, and I think this simple sen-
tence should be the basic law of PhD supervision. We proceeded on that
basis without any problems towards the completion of my thesis and one
of the great mysteries of our times is how he could read entire chapter
drafts in sometimes little more than half an hour and always spot the weak
points that I had tried to carefully hide from his attention.

It is fitting that a volume in honour of Ian Budge’s work should be pub-
lished in the ECPR book series since he has played such an influential role
in building up the ECPR. Furthermore, Ian Budge’s work has always
embodied one of the central missions of the Consortium, that is, the
commitment to systematic comparative research. Bringing junior and
senior researchers together in Joint Sessions and Research Sessions has



Preface xix

provided the launch pad for many large comparative projects; and the
Comparative Manifestos Project, in which Ian Budge has played such a
central role, is certainly one of the most important endeavours in empiri-
cal political science. It starts from the simple assumption that analysts
should, in the first instance, take the programmatic statements of political
parties seriously and see whether or not they keep faith to their ideo-
logical roots and, eventually, carry out their election promises.

Anyone who wants to answer these questions for more than very few
parties over a relatively short period of time needs to convert manifesto
prose into quantitative data, and this was the initial mission of the Com-
parative Manifestos Project. By now, the data set includes more than 50
countries and the data on some parties covers more than five decades — a
unique data base for answering the questions sketched out above and
many more. What is more, some of the findings from the Manifesto
Project can be read as an antidote to political cynicism: parties tend to
keep faith to their basic ideological commitments when writing their elec-
tion manifestos and, within the given political and economic constraints,
parties do make a difference to policy outputs.

This volume revisits some of these themes and pushes them further. As
the editors point out in their introduction, the contributions centre
around three broad themes, including the ‘empirical validity of the gener-
alisations that emerge from Ian Budge’s account of democracy’, related
methodological problems, and wider theoretical and methodological
implications. It assembles contributions from leading experts in the field,
among them many long-standing collaborators of Ian Budge. As such, it is
far more than an acknowledgement to his work. It pushes back the bound-
aries of our understanding of how party competition and democratic
government function — and it is precisely this forward-looking nature
which makes it such a appropriate tribute to Ian Budge’s achievements.

Thomas Poguntke, Series Editor
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