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To Edward Raven

Roger Ascham
(January 20, 1551)

13 Octob. We took a fair barge, with goodly glass windows, with
seats of fir, as close as any house, we knew not whether it went or stood.
Rhene is such a river that now | do not marvel that the poets make rivers
gods. Rhene at Spires having a farther course to run into the ocean sea
than is the space betwixt Dover and Barwick is broader over a great deal
than is Thames at Greenwich when it is calm weather. The Rhene runs fast
and yet as smooth as the sea water stands in a vessel.

From Colen this day we went to Bonna, the bishop’s town, the country
about Rhene here is plain and lonely. We were drawn up Rhene by horses.
Little villages stand by Rhene side, and as the barge came by, six or seven
children, some still naked, some in their shirts, of the bigness of Peter
Ailand, would run by usual on the sands, singing psalms, and would ring
and sing with us half a mile, whilst they had some money.

We came late to Bonn at eight of the clock; our men came afore with
our horse; we could not be let into the town, no more than they do at
Calise, after an hour. We stood cold at the gate a whole hour. At last we
were fain, lord and lady, to lie in our barge all night, where | sat in my
lady’s side-saddle, leaning my head to a malle, better lodged than a dozen
of my fellows.

14 Octob. We sailed to Brousik; 15 miles afore we come to Bonn
begin the vines and hills keeping in Rhene on both sides for the space of
five or six days’ journey as we made them almost to Mayence, like the hills
that compass Halifax about, but far branter up, as though the rocks did
cover you like a pentice (pent-house); on the Rhene side all this journey
be pathways where horse and man go commonly a yard broad, so fair that
no weather can make it foul; if you look upwards ye are afraid the rocks
will fall on your head; if you look downwards ye are afraid to tumble into
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Rhene, and if your horse founder it is not seven to six that ye shall miss
falling into Rhene, there be many times stairs down into Rhene that men
may come from their boats and walk on his bank, as we did every day four
or five miles at once, plucking grapes not with our hands but with our
mouths if we list.

The grapes grow on the brant rocks so wonderfully that ye will marvel
how men dare climb up to them, and yet so plentifully, that it is not only a
marvel where men be found to labour it, but also almost where men dwell
that drink it. Seven or eight days’ journey ye cannot cast your sight over
the compass of vines. And surely this wine of Rhene is so good, so natural,
so temperate, so ever like itself, as can be wished for man’s use. | was
afraid when | came out of England to miss beer; but | am more afraid when
| shall come into England, that | cannot lack this wine.

It is wonder to see how many castles stand on the tops of these rocks
unwinable. The three bishops electors, Colen, Trevers and Mayence; be
the princes almost of whole Rhene. The landgrave hath goodly castles upon
Rhene which the emperor cannot get. The palatine of Rhene is also a great
lord on this river, and hath his name of a castle standing in the midst of
Rhene on a rock. There be also goodly isles in Rhene, so full of walnut
trees that they cannot be spent with eating, but they make vile of them. In
some of these isles stand fair abbeys and nunneries wonderfully pleasant.
The stones that hang so high over Rhene be very much of that stone that you
use to write on in tables; every poor man’s house there is covered with
them.



list
[list] v.
BE, EX%

brant
[breent] adj.
BEWE A, BEE &

bishop
['bifop] n.
(BEEHMN) &

palatine
[ 'palstain] n.

EfNTHS

vile

[vail] adj.
TREH, M
i=g:q)

ﬁ%%%,ﬂm—wxﬁ,ﬁAﬁﬁﬁioﬁ%EH%
B, TXARTERERET, ZH— LB T Y
m$,wﬁ%ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁi,¥k%§,E%Am
TRATREDNRKE, EERBEE, LEHFE, o=
SRR 1T o
AEKEREHEE L, EWHU, KELHERT
%W,AMEZ%%M%%,EEET@ﬂgﬁﬁ%o
tAﬁW%$R%%ﬁAMEﬁ$ﬁ$%%%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ
Eﬁi%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁotA%%ﬁﬁﬁ$E%
ﬁﬂ@%ﬁ&ﬁﬁ%%%ﬁoﬂgﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ
E,%%@E,E%ﬁﬁ,mM%%ﬂ,ﬁﬁ%Amg
ﬁuiﬁiﬁoﬁﬁw,—ﬁﬁﬁ%%é,ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ
@E;ﬁ?ﬁ@%%,~5iﬁ%¥§,ﬁ%$%ﬁﬁ
EREEE,
Amﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ,§¢%ﬁ$M§%WEﬁ%%@
ﬂ%ﬁﬂ,ﬁﬁﬂzfiﬁﬁﬁz—~ﬂ@\%ﬁ%ﬁ
%Eﬁ,ﬁ%ﬂ$¥¢%iﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂio%§ﬂ%
G%%Iﬁﬁ?%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬁﬁimthoﬁ
HTNENTHBRE XS AR  EBENEE®
ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ¢%%—R%Eto%§
ﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁ%%$%,@%@%ﬁﬁﬁ§%,
ﬂ$ﬂ§%,ﬂﬂ$ﬂﬁﬁoﬁﬁgmﬁi,ﬁﬁﬁ§
%ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ,%AMEﬁmo%¥E%$
%%ﬂﬁzi%E%,ﬁMﬁﬁitﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁE
%,%E%%%AiﬁﬁﬁﬁE%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁo



To William Temple
Dorothy Osborne

Sir,

You say | abuse you; and Jane says you abuse me when you say you
are not melancholy . which is to be believed? Neither, | think; for | could
not have said so positively (as it seems she did) that | should not be in
town till my brother came back: he was not gone when she writ, nor is not
yet; and if my brother Peyton had come before his going, | had spoiled her
prediction. But now it cannot be; he goes on Monday or Tuesday at
farthest. | hope you did truly with me, too, in saying that you are not
melancholy (though she does not believe it). | am thought so, many times,
when | am not at all guilty on’t. How often do | sit in company a whole day,
and when they are gone am not able to give an account of six words that
was said, and many times could be so much better pleased with the
entertainment my own thoughts give me, that ’tis all | can do to be so civil
as not to let them see they trouble me. This may be your disease.
However, remember you have promised me to be careful of yourself, and
that if | secure what you have entrusted me with, you will answer for the
rest. Be this our bargain then; and look that you give me as good an
account of one as | shall give you of t'other. In earnest | was strangely
vexed to see myself forced to disappoint you so, and felt your trouble and
my own too. How often | have wished myself with you, though but for a
day, for an hour: | would have given all the time | am to spend here for it
with all my heart.

You could not but have laughed if you had seen me last night. My
brother and Mr. Gibson were talking by the fire; and | sat by, but as no
part of the company. Amongst other things (which | did not at all mind) ,
they fell into a discourse of flying; and both agreed it was very possible to
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find out a way that people might fly like birds, and despatch their
journeys: so |, that had not said a word all night, started up at that, and
desired they would say a little more on't, for | had not marked the
beginning; but instead of that, they both fell into so violent a laughing, that
| should appear so much concerned in such an art; but they little knew of
what use it might have been to me. Yet | saw you last night, but 'twas in a
dream; and before | could say a word to you, or you to me, the disorder
my joy to see you had put me into awakened me. Just now | was
interrupted, too, and called away to entertain two dumb gentlemen; —you
may imagine whether | was pleased to leave my writing to you for their
company; —they have made such a tedious visit, too; and | am so tired
with making of signs and tokens for everything | had to say. Good God!
How do those that live with them always” They are brothers; and the eldest
is a baronet, has a good estate, a wife and three or four children. He was
my servant heretofore, and comes to see me still for old love's sake; but
if he could have made me mistress of the world | could not have had him;
and yet I'll swear he has nothing to be disliked in him but his want of
tongue, which in a woman might have been a virtue.

| sent you a part of Cyrus last week, where you will meet with one
Doralise in the story of Abradate and Panthée. The whole story is very
good; but the humour makes the best part of it. | am of her opinion in most
things that she says in her character of “L’honnest homme" that she is in
search of, and her resolution of receiving no heart that had been offered to
anybody else. Pray, tell me how you like her, and what fault you find in my
Lady Carlisle's letter? Methinks the hand and the style both show her a
great person, and ’tis writ in the way that’s now affected by all that pretend
to wit and good breeding; only, | am a little scandalized to confess that
she uses that word faithful, —she that never knew how to be so in her life.

| have sent you my picture because you wished for it; but, pray, let it
not presume to disturb my Lady Sunderland’s. Put it in some corner where
no eyes may find it out but yours, to whom it is only intended. 'Tis not a
very good one, but the best | shall ever have drawn of me; for, as my Lady
says, my time for pictures is past, and therefore | have always refused to



