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PREFACE

This book is now fifteen years old and in its fifth edition. I am grateful for the
continued support of law teachers, students, practitioners and other readers to
whom the law relating to cross border commercial transactions from the lenses
of English private law holds some interest. This edition has retained the same
breadth and scope of coverage as the last edition. As a textbook for both
undergraduate and postgraduate courses on private international trade law, it tries
to reflect as closely as possible the conventional syllabi of my law teaching
colleagues. A word of thanks is due to those who responded to my request for
their course syllabus.

The purpose of this textbook, like previous editions, is to provide the reader
with a reasonably comprehensive package of the law into which he or she might
dip. There is no requirement for the reader to start with Chapter 1 and conclude
with Chapter 15. The chapters are written to be fairly self-contained. although
ample cross-referencing is provided to enable the reader to make the relevant
connections. Footnote references have been updated to reflect the growing
literature on the subject.

[ am grateful to my readers, especially colleagues, who tell me that the chapter
on the Vienna Convention on the Contracts for the International Sale of Goods
(CISG) which was new in the fourth edition is particularly useful to their
postgraduate students. The chapter on alternative dispute resolution has been
expanded, again on the basis of comments from my esteemed colleagues who
teach the law of international trade in UK universities. I have tried to ensure that
the larger coverage remains closely focused on dispute resolution in the area of
international commerce.

The text has incorporated numerous recent cases both in the UK and
elsewhere, and, legal and commercial developments. A few of the notable legal
and commercial developments discussed include:

® INCOTERMS 2010;

® [ate payment interest;

® The ESS CargoDocs;

® BIMCO Piracy Clause for Time Charter Parties 2009;
Reform of Insurance law in the UK;

ICC Uniform Rules for Demand Guarantees 2010 (No.758);
ICC Uniform Rules on Forfaiting 2013 (No.800);

Recast of the Brussels I Regulation; and

ICC Arbitration Rules 2012.

As with previous editions, I would like to acknowledge my gratitude to
scholarship of many others. Also, I could not have written this book without
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drawing from my experience working with the chambers of commerce, export-
ers, freight professionals, bankers, insurers, lawyers and civil servants. I am
indebted to all of them. Many of them, if they read this book, will recognise
immediately their own contributions. I should like to ask them to treat this
discovery as a heartfelt thank-you from me to them.

I am especially grateful to my research student, Petya Ilieva, for her help with
Chapters 5 and 15. I would like to thank the team at Sweet & Maxwell for their
help in bringing to fruition this new edition. Special thanks, as always, must go
to Mark Herrett.

Jason C.T. Chuah
April 2013
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