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PREFACE

Although this book is primarily designed to serve as a guide
for attorneys—civilian or military—whose practice includes mili-
tary criminal justice, those studying the system or its components
will find it a useful reference tool. Its contents and format are
intended to lead the reader, in hornbook fashion, through the
maze of procedural and substantive rules, military acronyms and
related disciplinary practices unique to military criminal law.
I have attempted in the textual discussions to condense and
compile key cases, statutes, and regulations which should
provide the reader with the basics. The footnotes and bibli-
ography will in turn direct the reader to further resources; I
have specifically included a section on researching military crimi-
nal law questions. An in-depth analysis of military justice
is beyond the scope of this book and I have left that to the grow-
ing number of commentators of the system and their fine
articles.

This book is not intended to serve as a substitute for careful
examination of the pertinent case law, statutes, and regulations.
Rather, it should complement those resources and assist the
reader in understanding military criminal justice practices and
procedures.

I owe much to the many friends, collegues, and family members
whose support meant a great deal as the book was taking shape.
A number of them deserve special acknowledgment here. First,
Professor Kenneth Redden of the University of Virginia Law
School offered an endless stream of insightful suggestions on
format and contents. His enthusiastic support of this proj-
ect from the outset proved invaluable. Colonels David Min-
ton and Rob Nutt provided endorsements of this endeavor in
its early stages and kept it on track. Helena Daidone did a mas-
terful job in typing the manuscript and Linda Furey and Peg
Reichenberg spent long hours checking case citations. Finally,
I cannot say enough for the love, patience, and encourage-
ment offered by my wife, Linda, who amidst the demands of
her own professional and personal work provided many help-
ful suggestions and invaluable assistance in preparation
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of the manuscript. To all I say thank you; I have been truly
blessed.

David A. Schlueter

Springfield, Virginia
March 1982
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