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The proper emotion is wonder.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

To my parents,

Lillian Sklaire Stephens and
Bernard Stephens



Although this book spends most of its time in the past, its purpose has always been
to shed light on the present—on the nature, the effects and the limitations of the
news we receive today.

The original edition, published by Viking and then Penguin, was the first book to
view contemporary American journalism from an extended historical perspective.
The book’s references to issues and developments in journalism today have been
updated for this edition, but that perspective remains.

I have also made four significant additions to the book—in deference to the
many students who have been using it:

B Boxes have been added to all the chapters. Many, particularly early in the book,
make further connections between older news systems and issues in modern
American journalism; others provide opportunities to discuss additional themes,
individuals or writings: from Mark Twain to public journalism.

B A new chapter on mass circulation has been added. It features expanded discus-
sions of American journalism history and a new section on the role of women
and minorities.

B A detailed chronology is now included. It is designed to summarize the history
of news, to make chronological connections clearer, and to present some addi-
tional information and mention some additional events.

B And questions, one for each section of the book, have been added at the end of
each chapter. Their purpose is to provoke thought—particularly on the connec-
tions between these historical discussions and journalism today.
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A CHRONOLOGY

¢a. 100,000 B.C. ca. 40,000 B.C. ca. 8,000 B.C. ca. 3,500 B.C. ¢a. 3100 B.C.
Language arrives with homo sapiens. Settling of Americas. Agriculture and more sfable sociefies.  Chinese domesfication of the horse,  The oldest known wrifing systems —
News spreads by word of mouth. ~ Meefing places, fravel, messengers, ~ increases speed of news. tablets in Uruk in Mesopotamia
aiers, smoke signals and drums and Egyptian hieroglyphics.
aid the flow of news. : Symbols represent words.
ca. 2500 B.C. ca. 1500 B.C. ca. 1400 B.C. ca. 1200 B.C. ca. 750 B.C.
Tablets written in cuneiform in The first alphabet developed ~ Charges against the mayor of Nuzuin  An account of Greek battle with Troy Greeks ‘add voweks to the clphabet
Mesopotamia and what s now Syria by the Canaanites. Mesopotamia recorded in cuneiform  survives in the Homeric epics, The lliad  created by Canaanifes. Versions of
contain liss of possessions, agriculfural script on clay tablets. and The Odyssey. this Greek alphabet will be used
records, school texts, lterary works, , thrwghwt EJmpe
~ state freaties.

490 B.C. 443 B.C. 430 B.C. 404 B.C. 351B.C.

Athenians tum back first Persion  Greek writer Herodotus works on his ~ When the Greek philosopher Socrates,  Athens defeated in Peloponnesian War. ~ In the First Philippic, the Greek orator
invasion of Greece. Legend says that  history of the wars hetween Greece  according to Plato’s Charmides, refurns  Thucydides, great historion of this war, ~ Demosthenes notes the extent fo
an Athenian messenger named  and Persia — generally considered the - from the battle fo take Pofidaea (one of  dies without mmpleﬁnghis Iusmry which Athenians are preoccupied with

Pheidippides runs from Marathon fo first Western history. the inifial battles of the Peloponnesian  theexchange of news by word of
Athens with first word of the vidiory — War), he goes fo a gymnasium in . mouth: “Thus we all go about
then dies of exhaustion. Athens where he tells the news and framing our several ales.”
obtains some news of his own. ‘
334 B.C. 323 B.C. ca. 145 B.C. 59 B.C. 51B.C.

Ater defeating the Persians ot e~ Alexander the Great dies. Within ~ Civicife in the Roman Republic centers  Julius Caesar orders public posting of ~ The efforts of Citem«the Roman
Grankos River, Alexander the Great  thirteen years Alexander’s empire will ~ around the Forum, wih ifs open-cir  the acto, daily records of goings onin  orator, philosopher and politidan —
allows newly ‘maried Macedorian ~ beiin pieces. The absence of a news  meeting space, speakers’ plutformand  the Senate and elsewhere in the provn‘le our hest look ot forms of

soldiers fo return home for the winter  system capable of spanning this empire  government buildings. Each day Roman Republic. witten news available fo upper-class
and sends three hundred captured  may have contributed fo ts demise.  Romans go to the Forum to hear Romans, induding personal letters,
Persian shields fo Athens. Both the Jatest news. copies of the acta and pmfessiomllyi
gestures may have been infended produced news packets.
1o spread news of his vidory. '
44 B.C. 47 105 m 222

Julius Caesar assassinated in Rome. ~ Roman acta include human-inferest  Paper invented in China, according fo  The Han dynasty creates the Chinese Lost year for a confemporary
icero's letters record dramatic polifical - stories and sensationalism. The writer ~ legend, by Ts'ai Lun. Takes more than  Empire which lasts until AD. 221 and reference o the Roman acta.
struggles following this event, also  Pliny the Elder says the acta for the 1000 years to reach Europe. employs a robust system of writlen

well reported in the acta. year A.D. 47 report that a phoenix news.
is being displayed in Rome. |
455 618 960 986 1041

The Vandals, o Germanic fribe,  The Chinese Empire rebuilt under the  The Sung dynasty in China begins—  The Vikings, under the command ﬂelween 1041 and 1048, a Chinese
sack Rome. Demise of the Roman  T'ang dynasty, which lasts unil 906.  features a wide variety of news of Leif Ericson, sight Greenland, artisan, Pi Sheng, uses moveable
Empire leads fo frade and literacy  The fipao — official newsletters —are  organs, now read by the literatias  which they will briefly settle fifteen fype fo print. Invention is not

decline in Europe. Flow of news  important sources of news for elite well as by govemment officils. years later. News of their discovery  big success. Chinese has foo many

from afar dries up. groups within the Empire. Block However, before the demise of of “Vinland” is recorded in different characters to make
prinfing, invented in China during  their dynasty in 1279, Sung emperors handwritten “sagas.” such a system practicoble.
this period, is used fo reproduce begin 1o censor and suppress .
copies of the tipao. nongovernmental newssheets.

xiii




Xiv A Chronology
1160 1241 . 1250 1275 1352
Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela begins his  Printing arrived in Korea from China  Spoken news remains the dominant  Marco Polo, of Venice, reaches court Laurence Minot, a court poef,
~ travels, which will take him from Spain by 950. In 1241, the Koreans make  form of news in medieval Europe. of Kublia Khan, ruler of China. accompanies the English armies as
1160  through ltaly, Greece, Constantinople,  the first successful moveable type According to a thirteenth-century Polo finds himself in joil with a they capture the French fown of
to  Syrio, Jerusolem, Domascus, Bagdad,  from metal — bronze. Soon the French poem, news of deaths, royal writer, to whom he dictates Guines during the Hundred Years War
1352  Egypt, Assyrio, Persio, and to the fron-  country foces a shortoge of bronze.  decrees and the arival of new wine the story of his travels. and produces an eyewitness account of
tiers of China. Benjamin writes an are all being “cried” through Paris. the battle — handwritien, in verse.
account of his frip in Hebrew, perhaps
an early form of travel news.
1431 1432 01450 1455 1467
Joan of Arc, who inspired and led o Detailed account of young Henry VIS~ The letter press i first used by The War of the Roses begins (losts ~ Privileges — official permission fo
French resurgence in the Hundred ~ entry info London composed and Johann Gutenberg. unil 1485). Word of mouth is so engage in prinfing — are first
Years War, is captured and bumed ot written down by the poet important as a news medium during  distributed in Beme. Bestowing and
the stake. News before the prinfing John Lydgate. this war that the English guard the  denying printers privileges becomes a
press is so unreliable that it s difficult roads out of Calais in an attempt to  major form of govenment control of
1o be sure anyone is really dead. At keep news of their froubles from the press, pracficed with particular skill
least one false Joan of Arc wanders spreading. by England's Queen Elizabeth.
about affer she is executed.
1470 1471 1471 1481 1493
The oldest known news publicafion ~ One Londoner, John Paston, wrifes of A handwritien newsletier with detailed  Sulfan Mohammed Il, who playsa ~ Columbus refurns from his journey,
printed on a letter press, an Halian hmm'ﬂyngtdes that can be  account of King Edward IV's vidtory in - major role in founding the Otfoman or  and news of his discoveries circulates
1470  repori on o founament, appears —  obiained simply by walking in London.  the battle of Tewkesbury, during the  Turkish empire, dies. Edword, the in many printed editions of
1o an early form of sporfs news. ~ Those “tales,” like most spoken news,  War of the Roses, is prepared, in both prince of Wales, obtains a copy of a his own letter.
93 urelimifed,lmmver-forulmosisix English and French, by one of the  handwritten letier, originally produced
days after one crucial batile in the War king's servants. by an Halian in Constantinople,
of the Roses, Paston writes, London containing news of the sultan’s
had “non cerfynges” s fo ifs outcome. death two years lafer.
1494 1502 1509 1517 1521
French king Charles VIII's invasion of  Ferdinand and Isabella, of Spain, A printed newshook reporfs on the  Martin Luther, leader of the Protestant ~ In Germany, the Edict of Worms,
taly. Forty-one different printed news- require all prinfed works fo be licensed,  proxy wedding of twelve-year-old  Reformation, posts his controversial 95  which formally dedares Martin Luther
1494  books reporfing on it have been found. which means approved in advance, by  Mary, daughter of the English King  Theses. Word of these Theses spreads an outlaw, also includes o
to government or church authorifies.  Henry VII, and eight-year-old Prince  through Europe in o month, thanks  requirement that printers submit
1521 Another form of press control was ~ Charles of Austria, heir fo the the lorgely to the printing press. 1o prior censorship.
pradiiced in Spain even before throne of the Holy Roman Empire.
Columbus departed on his first voyage: An example of published
burning offensive books by the Inquisiion. gossip or celebrity news.
1529 1536 1538 1538 1541
The Otioman empire, under Sultan  Continued development of European A French printed newsbook includes Al printed works in England must be ~ Oldest surviving example of printed
Suleiman, lays seige fo Vienno. postal systems, with handwritten letters an eyewitness report on an licensed after this date. The Stafioners  news in the Americas, an eight-page
Thirty-three printed works reporfing with more for news. eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Company — an organization of ~ newsbook, printed in Mexico Gity and
on this seige have heen located. A German lowyer, Christoph Scheurl, printers — helps enforce this system.  writen by a notary public named Juan
is paid by the court of Mainz for his Rodriquez, reports on a sform in
handwritten newsletters. Guatemala.
1561 1566 1568 1571 1577
In France, flogging becomes the  Handwritten newssheets —known as  The House of Fugger, the fop group  Pamphlet printed in Englond, jusfifying  Sighting of a comet discussed in at
first-time penalty for those who  qazzettes or ovisi — appear weekly  of finanders in Europe, hos agents  Queen Elizabeth's arrest of the duke of ~least 111 European books or
1561 drculate defomatory or sedifious  in Venice. Probably the oldest known around the world sending it Norfolk. Now believed o have been printed pomphlefs.
. tobroadsides or pamphlets. Rm direct ancestors of the modem handwritten letters filled with news. ~ secretly written by Elizabeth's chief
offenders are subject fo the newspaper. These are not, however, available minister, Lord Burghley.
penalty. Press remains tightly 1o the public.
mdednﬁmuﬂilln

French Revolution in 1789.




A Chronology

Xv

1588 1 588

1605

1609

1609

Michael von Aitzing in Cologne begins ~ English tonfmrmﬁonwﬂh and defeat
prinfing a bi-annual summary of polifi- ofﬁnSpmvsh armada is the subject

The Bloudy booke, or the Tragjcall
and desperate end of Sir John Fites

Oldest surviving European prinfed
newspapers first published weekly in

A newsbook mentioning, in Galileo's
words, “a glass by means of which

cal and military events event —an ul least 23 printed news ballads (alins) Fitz printed in Englond. ~ German in 1609. One, probably printed ~ distant objects could be seen” inspires
ancestor of the prinfed newspaper bg:'mmdudlm 3by Newsbook with a mix of in Strasbourg, s printed by Johann him fo work on his telescope.
Deloney. sensationalism and moralizing that  Carolus and entitled Relation: Aller
is typical of this period. Furnemmen. The other in Wolfenbuttel
is published by Lucas Schulte and
called, Aviso Relation ober Zeitung.
1613 1614 1615 1616 1618
Overbury poisoned fo A report on “a strange and Newssheefs printed from engraved, William Shakespeare dies. No  Amsterdam, a center for business and
dealh in hls collinthe Tower of monstrous Serpent (or Dragon)”  inked files — called “kawarcban,”  mention of Shakespeare’s deathin ~ trade, gefs it first newspaper, the
London. 15 different news ballads  found living in o a forest in Sussex ~ which means “fle sheets” — beginfo  any surviving newsbook or news  Courante uyt Halien, Duytsland, &c.
and newshooks have survived about  is printed in England. Typifies appear in Jopan, filled with gossip, ~ ballod. Printed news in England in
his murder or the frials and attention given fo the superatural scandal and sensationalism. 1616 repors, instead, on such topics
punishments that followed. in newshooks and news ballads, as as the confession and execution of
well os their credibility problems. a witch and the drowning of four
drunks in the Thames.
1618 1620 1621 1622 1622

Thirty Years War begins in Europe.  First newspaper in English printed in

Oldest surviving issue of the first

An edifor — perhaps the first in the

In a printed pamphlet justifing his

News of these battles between ~ Amsterdam by Pieter van de Keere,  English newspaper actually prinfedin ~ history of newspapers — begins  decision fo dissolve Parliament, English
Catholics and Protestants fills early dated December 2, 1620, begins with  England, Corante, or weekely newes  organizing the material in Englands  King James | complains that this effort
printed newspapers. the wards, “The new tydings out of from ltaly, Germany, Hunqary, only newspaper info o coherent 1o obiain public support requires him
: Italie are not yet com.” The first Poland, Bohemia, France and the  narrative. Probably Thomas Gainsford. o “descend many degrees beneath
newspaper printed in French, Courant  Low countreys, dafed September 24, Our Selfe.”
dlalie & d'olmaiqne, &c, was printed 1621, Publisher listed as “N.8."
in Amsterdam earlier that year.
1624 1624 1624 1626 1630
A pummlurly sensafional newsbook,  Count Emst Mansfeld, a German One of the series of early EW: The Continuafion of Our weekly  Nave of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London
The crying Muriher: Contayning the  mercenary fighting for the Protestants  newspapers, The confinuation of the newes... in England prints o becomes the place to go for people
cruell and most horrible Butcher of  in the Thirty Years War, is made info  weekly newes, contains an odverfisement ~ correciion — a significant step foward  who want the latest news. One early
Mr. Trat, printed in England. o “media star” by the early English  for o map it two publishers, Nathaniel increasing the credibility of newspaper, published in 1630,
Newshooks and news ballads ~ newspapers. When he visits London  Butter and Nicholas Bourne, have prmd printed news. describes “the Pauls walkers” as
reporfing on violent crimes are in 1624, cheering crowds follow Nay be the first English newspaper “the qreatest talkers of Newes.”
common in Europe in the sixteenth him in the streets. ummhhwbynsmhnd
and early seventeenth centuries. for a book in two Dutch corantos.
1631 1634 1641 1644 1644
Nouvelles Ordinaires de Divers The Gazefte de France publishes an As the authority of the king John Milton publishes Areopagiica—  Manchus conquer China. This news
Endroits the first newspaper published  account of the frial of Galifeo for deteriorates, newspapers begin o pamphlet defending press freedom  does ot find its way into a Dutch
in France, appears. Followed afew  holding that “the sun s the center  appearing in England that report on during the English Givil War. newspaper unil 1650.
months later by Théophraste  of the universe.” However, the writer's  nafional news. First is The Heads of
Renaudot's Gazette de France, which  symphathies are with the Inquisifion,  Severall Proceedings In This Present
lasts until the French Revolution. nof with Galileo’s “absurd and Parliament. Five such weeklies are
fakse” ideas. soon being printed in London.
1645 1645 1645 1649 1650
Oldest surviving example of news  Friar Marin Mersenne, from a convent At least 8 different weekly o biweekly ~ King Charles | behéaded in England, ~ The firs coffeehouse in England
printed in Britoin's American colonies in Paris, irculates news of science  newspapers — “corantos” —on'sale  and newly freed Enlish newspapers  opened in Oxford. By the 18th century
entitled: A declaration of former through handwritten letters. in Amsterdam. report the story. in London, there are hundreds,
passaaes and proceedings betwixt the perhaps thousands of these centers for
english and the narrowgansets — exchange of news. French cafés begin
a government sponsored account of at about the some fime, serve the
wars with Native Americans same purpose, and last much longer:




xvi A Chronology

1650 1655 1663 1663 1665
World's oldest surviving printed daily ~~ Oliver Cromwell restores press Charles I1 s restored to the throne of Roger L'Estrange arranges for First scientific periodical, Joumal des
newspaper — Einkommende Zeitung controls in England. Only two England and has cleared the field for  correspondents to forward news for  savants, published weekly in France.
(Incoming News) published by newspapers are now being prinfed  newspapers written by his parfisans:  use in his Intelligencer in London.  Followed later that year by, the Royal
Timotheus Ritzsch in Leipzig. in English, both by Marchamont  Roger LEstrange’s Intelliqencer and, in Society's Philosophical Transactions,
Nedham, who had switched sides 1665, Henry Muddiman’s long-ived published monthly in England.
twice during and after the Civil War. Oxford, then London Gazette.
UEstrange also serves o censor.
1670 1679 1687 1688 1688
The ferm “newes paper” is used for  The Licensing At restricting the press  Isaac Newton's Principia mathematica ~ William of Orange lands in England  Despite the spread of printing and
~ the first time (we know of)ina  lapses in England, and a flury of new  published. Becomes the subjectof a o lead the “Glorious Revolution,”  development of newspapers, iteracy
letter in England. newspapers arrives fo take advantage  number of reviews in Europe’s new bringing his own printing press  remains the excepfion rather than the
, of new-found freedom with expanded  scientific periodicals, one of which is with him. rule in Europe. According fo one esfimate,
Jocal news. Among them is Benjamin said to inspire the German philosopher only 40 percent of adult moles in
Harris's sensationalistic Domestick ~ and mathematician Leibniz o write England can read. Literacy levels, of
Intelligence Or News both from three papers and cause Newton course, are much lower for women,
QY and Country. himself to revise his fext. who are denied access to education.
ca. 1688 1690 1695 1700 1702
Nouvellistes, specialists in telling the ~ Benjamin Harris publishes America’s  The Licensing Ad, which lapsedin  Greater London now has o populafion  First successful daily newspaper
news, stand a their regular spots on  first newspaper, Publick Occurrences  England in 1679, ends permanentlyin ~ of 670,000, oo large for spoken  printed in English, the Daily Courant.
the comers and in the gardens of Paris.  Both FORREIGN and DOMESTICK, in 1695, after the “Glorious Revolufion.” news o easily fraverse.
Crowds gather around them. Boston on September 25, 1690. The Without the requirement that
Nouvellistes will be found in Paris  governor and council of the colony of  newspapers be licensed, it becomes
through the eighteenth cenfury. ~ Massachusetfs close the paper down more difficult for authorities fo
after its first issue. control their content,
1702 1704 1704 1711 1712
King William 11, who fook the throne  Daniel Defoe enters political fray in ~ America's second newspaper —ifs first  The Spectator, published and written A stamp tax imposed on newspapers
of England with Mary in the “Glorious  London with i disfinguished Review,  successful newspaper — the Boston by Joseph Addison and Richard Steele, in England. Rises the cost of every
Revolution,” dies on March 8, 1702 a journal of opinion which he News-Letter, published by fowns first appears in London on March 1, copy of a newspaper. Clearly designed
This news is proclaimed in London publishes until 1713. postmaster, John Campbell. filled with observations and wit of o keep news out of the hands of
~ within 8 hours. Word of the king’s remarkably high quality. Published the lower dlasses.
 death doesn't reach his American daily until December 6, 1712.
subjects unfil May 17.
1719 1721 1725 1729 1729
William Brooker's Boston Gazetfe, James Franklin’s New England New York's first newspaper, the Benjomin Franklin, after escaping ~~ Pamphlet printed by the proprietors
America’s third newspaper, published  Courant, becomes the third newspaper ~ New-York Gazefte, published by ~ apprenticeship to his brother Jumes,  of coffeehouses in London accuses
on December 21. Andrew Bradfords  available in Boston and features prinfer William Bradford. fakes over the Pennsylvania Gazetie  newspaper publishers of hiring people
American Weekly Mercury in America's first newspaper crusode: and fransforms it info the best looking, o snoop, eavesdrop and loiter in
Philadelphia, first newspaper an attack on smallpox inoculation. best written, liveliest and most search of an interview — it accuses
published outside of Boston, profitable newspaper in the colonies. them, in other words, of
debuts the next day. . hiring reporters.
1732 1735 . 1735 1738 1739
The first foreign-language paper inthe A jury finds John Peter Zenger, In France, salons serve fo fusciltate  Elizabeth Timothy becomes the first First successful foreigndanguage
Brifish colonies is the German-language  publisher of the New-York Weekly  exchange of news. Madame Doublets  woman to publish a newspaperin ~ newspaper in Britain’s colonies, the
Philadelphia Zeifung, starfed by Journal, innocent of sedifious libel —a  salon probably aftracts the richest  America — the South Carolina Gazette Germantown Zeitung, begins
Benjamin Franklin. Losts only o riumph for press freedom. supply of news. in Charleston — when her husband, publication near Philadelphia.
few issues. Lewis, dies on February 4.




A Chronology

1739 1756 ca. 1760 1765 1767

The coffeehouse vogue at ifs peak More than 800 authors, printers ~ Early newspapers in America, fike the  American press rises in profest against  Brifish Parlioment insfitutes a series of

in England with 559 coffeehouses and booksellers in France are early European newspapers, indude  the Stamp Ad, which would place a faxes — the Townshend Acis — on goods
in London. imprisoned in the Basfille between fitle local news, because they tax on each sheet of paper used fo imported info America, induding,

1600 and 1756. cannot compete with word of mouth. print o newspaper. The British  significantly, paper. With John Dickinson's
Parlioment eventually backs down  “Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania
and repeals the Ad. 1o the Inhabitants of the Brifish Colonies”
providing the rationale, the newspapers

mount a full attack on import duties.

1768 1770 1770 1773 1774

Hlegal pomphlets — “libelles” — filled  Newspapers in London begin fesfing “Nonimportation agresments,” The Boston Tea Party plannedin ~ Britain responds to the desfrucion of
with wild aftacks upon the monarchy  the prohibition against reporting on  policed in large part through the press, ~ the house of an editor of the  tea in Boston Horbor with the Infolerable
and other elements of established ~ Parliament. In 1771, an effort by the ~ force Parliament to remove all Boston Gazette. Ads. First Confinental Congress meets in
society, appear frequently in France House of Commons fo crack downon ~ the Townshend Act faxes except Philadelphia from September 5 to
under the Old Regime. According to these violations of s privacy fails. By that on feq. October 26, and approves o boycott
one confemporary, more than 100 1774, at least 7 London newspapers of Briish goods and, in the event of
‘persons are imprisoned for circulating ~ are covering Parlioment — though no violations, directs “the fruth of the cose
such pamphles in 1768. notetaking is allowed. o be published in the gazette.”

1775 1776 1776 1777 1783

Revolutionary War begins with the “shot - One of the great “opinion pieces” of  The Second Continental Congress in First daily newspaper in France Reporters finally permitted to take
heard round the world” and the battles ~ ll fime, Thomas Paine’s Common  Philadelphia adopts the Declaration of appears on Jonuary 1,: notes in British Parfiament. Shorthand
of Lexington and Concord in Sense is published as o pamphlet  Independence on July 4. Text s first the Journal de Paris. replaces a formidable memory
Massachusetts on April 19. News of on January 9, helping fum printed in Philadelphia on July 6, us a job qualification.
these two batiles does not reach New ~ America foward independence.  but does not appear in South Carolina
York for four days. It does not appear unfil August 2.
in the pages of the Georgia Gazefte
in Savannah unfil May 31.

1783 1786 1788 1789 1789
America’sfirst daily newspaper (81 years  First newspaper in America printed wes!  Because of sirict press confrols, Paris ~ French Revolution begins with storming ~ Declaration of the Rights of Man
after the first successful English daily, 133 of the mountains: the Pitsburgh Gazette. has only four newspapers. of Bastile on July 14, —inspired in part in France labels “the freedom fo

years after the first prinfed daily  John Scull and Joseph Hall lug their small ' by a false report. July 17, issue of the communicate thoughts and
newspaper, in Germany, 1,842 years  prinfing press across the Alleghenies by Gazetfe de France in Paris ignores event.  opinions. .. ane of the most
after the Roman o were first posted  wagon. Securing supplies i a constant The people of France tum fo unreliable precious” of those rights.
daiy in the Forum} is Benjomin Townes  struggle: At one point they have fo print word of mouth. Rumors help fan the
Pennsylvania Evening Post. Townes  their newspaper on cartridge paper “Great Fear” that sweeps through the
indicted for freason o few months loter. ~ borrowed from a miltary post. countryside in the summer of 1789.
1789 1790 1790 1791 1792
The first United States Congress  Toppling of the Old Regime leads o~ Benjamin Russell of the Massachusets ~ James Perry, perhaps the most ~ French revolutionaries begin cracking
approves the Bill of Rights. The first of  an explosion of joumalisfic activity.  Centinel and Republican Journal goes  innovative editor in London in the late  down on the country’s newly free and
these ten amendments fo thenew ~ Readers con choose among 335 out fo the docks of Boston fo obtain  18ih century, dispatches himself to wildly parfisan press. The Paris
U. S. Constituion states that “Congress ~  different newspapers in Paris. early copies of newspapers and ~ Paris fo observe firs-hand the French ~ Commune orders the editors of
shall make no law...abridging the gather news from travelers—a  Revolution. His reports help his paper, Royalist journals arrested.
freedom of speech, or of the press.” step fowards reporting. the Mornin Chronicle, achieve an
“amazing circulafion.”
1793 1794 1797 1798 1799
Jean-Poul Marat, publisher of one of  John Bell, proprietor of the Oracle and  George Washington leaves office after  President John Adams signs Alenand ~ No Dedlaration of Rights in Napoleon's
the angriest of the newspapers that  Public Advertiser, becomes one of the  wo terms. Benjamin Franklin Bache’s  Sediion Ads. The Sedifon Ad makesita  new consfifution in France. Soon Paris
appear during the French Revolution, first war correspondents by sending ~ Aurora, one of the loudest of the  aime fo “write,prnt, uter o publsh” atacks  will once again have only four srictly
is assassinated. himself to Flanders, where Brifish partisan newspapers dominafing  ogainsi govemment of e Uniied States. The monifored, newspapers.
soldiers are battling French troops. Americon journalism, greets the Federalists use i, or the old common-w
occasion with o bitter atfack prohibifion ogainst sedifious libe,fo indict the
upon Washington. leading Republicon (anii-Federalis) editors in

New York, New Englnd o Phidelpic
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1800 1800 1806 1807 1808

Thomas Jefferson becomes president, Thomes Jefferson persuades Meriwether Lewis and William Clark The Times of London assigns The Times of London now has, in

in part in protest against the Sedition a Philadelphia publisher return from explorations as far as ~ Henry Crabb Robinson fo cover the  addition to Henry Crabb Robinson,
Samuel Harrison Smith, fo move o the Pacific Ocean on September 23, ongoing Napoleanic Wars. Robinson at least five full-ime, though
Washington, where Smith staris the but the news does not find goes first to Altona, Germany, then somefimes seasonal, reporters.
National Intelligencer — first significant its way into newspapers in o Corunna, Spain, and stays with ~ Reporfing is developing much more

Washington newspaper, o fri-weekly Boston uniil November 6. story unil 1809, slowly in the United States.
established October 31.
1808 1814 1814 1815 1815
The first Spanish-longuage newspaper  France’s armies, under Napoleon, Steam engine first used fo printa  The Treaty of Ghent, ending the War of  Aaron Smith Willington of the
in the United States, near defeat in Europe, but newsto  newspaper, the Times of London. 1812 is signed in Ghent, Belgium, on  Courier in Charleston, South Caroling,
ummnn«m America is typicolly late, incomplete, Before ifs use, the Times prints December 24, 1814. The Battle of rowed out fo the harbor on o
and sometimes inaccurate. 250 sheets an hour; with the New Orleans fought between British “news boat” fo get early word
steam press, 1,100. and American troops on January 8, of the Treaty of Ghent.
1815, kiling about 2000,
1818 1819 1820 1822 1825

The first “packet” ships, make A reporter for the Times of London  Expensive “mercantile papers” prinfed ~ Nathaniel Carter is sent fo Washington  The United States is said fo have more
regularly scheduled frips ocross the  produces a controversial eyewiiness on large “blanket sheets” come fo by the New York Statesmanand  newspapers irculating fo more people
Atlantic. Set departures and set  report on the massacre of profesters in dominate journalism in the Evening Adverfiser, becoming probably than any nation on earth
destinations significantly quicken ~ Manchester known as “Peterloo.” United States, and emphasize  the first full-fime Washingfon reporter.

and smooth flow of news to the news of inferest fo merchants. His first report indudes, fitfingly, an
United States from Europe. unidentified source.
1827 1827 1828 1828 1830

First urban mass-fronsit systemin ~ First African-American newspaper in  Elias Boudinot publishes the firstissue ~ In one of the first examples of Thurlow Weed, o major force in
the United States arrives, in the form  the United States, Freedom's Jounal,  of the Cherokee Phoenix — parilyin  cooperaiive news gathering, most of the ~ Whig polifics in New York Stafe and
of a 12 possenger cooch on Broadway  appears on March 16, edited English, portly in Cherokee —in New  major New York newspapers have been the nation, founds the
in New York — a sign that American by John B. Russwurm and Echota, Georgia. First Nafive American  sharing the expense of sending “news Evening Journal in Albany.

cities are beginning fo grow foo lorge Samuel Conish, newspaper. The Phoenix is suspended  boats” into the harbor to gain early
for spoken news fo easily fraverse. after presses are seized by the word of news from Europe. However,
Georgio Guard in 1835. the cooperation ends in 1828, and the
papers begin to compete.
1830 1830 1830 1831 1831

James Gordon Bennett sent fo cover ~ Godey's Lody’s Book, the most Girculations of legal newspapersin ~ French writer and polifician Alexisde ~~ Williom Lloyd Garrison publishes
murder frial in Salem, Massachusetts,  imporfant of the early women's  England confinue fo be held down by ~ Tocqueville visits the United States—  the firstissue of the Liberator, the
for New York's Courier and Enquirer.  magazines, debuts in Philodelphia.  the stamp tax on each copy. The Times writes of the importance of impassioned abolifionist weekly, in

g0 The states are passing laws limifing the of London is selling 10,000 copiesa ~ newspapers in ifs political system. Boston. Garrison is denounced,
1831 power of judges fo hold reporfers in day in a city of 2 million. threatened and assaulted. The
s contempt of court. The federal Mississippi Legislature will offer o
government passes such 55,000 reward for information on
alawin 1831. anyone frying fo dirculote the Liberator.
1832 1833 1834 1835 1835

Agence Havas, the first significant Benjamin Day lounches the first New Brifish government negofiates James Gordon Bennett founds  Benjamin Day’s New York Sun reports

private news agency, opens in Paris.  successful “penny paper” inthe  with Thomas Bames, the reform-minded  the remarkably innovative but often  the discovery of life — in the form of

1832 Chorles Hovos sels tronslafions of ~ Urited States, the New York Sun. edifor of the Times, unfl i can in his reviled New York Herald. talking man-bats — on the moon.
to  foreign news o the dity's newspapers.  Cheap price immediately begins approval of ifs policies.

o attradt a large, working-dass

audience.
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1836 1836 1836 1836 1836
Penny papers in England, unstamped TmsmssfulAmermpmy When the body of o prosfitute, Elen  Among the colleciion of new penny ~ France’s frst “cheap” newspaper
and therefore illegal, are amassing papers, the Public  Jewett, is found in her bed in New York,  papers in New York are two infended Emnledeﬁtmfmslnl’tm
large drculations — and crusading for  Ledger in 1836 and the Balfimore Sun James Gordon Bennet lounches one of particularly for women: Women, which
Britain's disenfranchised poor. However, ~ the next year, storted by Williom M. the first journalisi invesfigations. He ~hod a very short life in 1834, and the
nlB%memmﬁrdlyﬁstemto Swain, Arunch S. Abell and conduds one of the first newspaper  Ladies Morning Star, which lasts just o
the liberals and reduces the stamp fax Azariah H. Simmons. interviews — with the madame of the lttle longer in 1836,

o only one penny. The unstamped house of prostitution where Ellen Jewett
papers disappear. worked. Girculation skyrockes.

1837 1838 1840 1841 1842
Hlijoh Lovejoy, an abolifionist editor,  First steamships — the Sirius, on April A “moral war” is lounched against Jomes  On April 10, Horace Greeley begins Showman Phineas T. Barum
klledbynmobnAhmlliusm 22, and then, a few days later, the ~ Gordon Bennetfs New York Herald by publication of another new penny  manages o coax or trick newspapers

November 7. Great Western — cross Atlantic Ocean,  newspapers in New York and os for away s~ paper, the New York Tribune. The  info pr extensive coverage of
moking the fripin s litle s~ England. Al“respeciable people” are called - Tribune — a Whig and then Republican  adis like Tom Thumb — the young
thirfeen days. upon fo boycott e Herald. Graulefion fals ~ paper, with solid news coverage and idget whom Bamum
by cne-third. But by 1850 Bennetfs Herad  strong, abolifioist polifical views — first exhibis in 1842.
is selling 30,000 copies o doy—more than ~ becomes perhaps the most respected
any ofher newspoper in the United Sicles. ~ newspaper in the United States.

1844 1844 1846 1846 1846
Margeret Fuller, perhaps the most On May 1, Samuel Morse Battles of the Mexicon War covered primarly  The first newspaper on the Pacific The London Daily News begins
distinguished of the few women who  demonsirates the power of his new by reporters for New Oeans newspapers—  Coust is the Oreqon Speciator. publication, with Charles Dickens

are able to establish careersin ~ telegraph by announcing fo a cowd 9 daifes there in 1847. The New Orearns ~ California’s first newspaper, the as founding editor.
journalism in the first half of the 19th  gathered at a railroad stafion in Piryune, frying fo beat the competifon,  Californian, in Monterey, appears
century, fakes o job as a staff writer ington the ficket nominated  sends fust boats carying composing rooms later that year.
for Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune. by the Whig party. out o meet steamers from Mexico camying
news. The news wes set in fype on board,
ready fo be prinfed as soor the boat dods.

1347 1848 1848 1848 1848
lhhnslimmﬂrm%nm The New York Herald boasts Most of New York's major nesspapers, @t~ Women's rights convenfion meetsin  Revolufionary newspapers spring up
newspaper, started in New York by Wills  prinfing “ten columns of highly  fmes using the nome “Assoduted Press,"join  Seneca Falls, New York, from July 19 on the Confinent, indluding one
A Hodges, with Frederick Douglassas  imporfant news received by electric 1o share the expense of chartering asleamer  to 20, — the begining, of the struggle  published by Karl Marx, called the
the nominal editor. Later that year, telegraph” in one issue. from Boston fo meet ships from Ewopeat~ for equal rights for women. Amelia Neue Rheinische Zeitung. Its last
Douglass, a former slave, publishes the Halifux, Nova Scofi, and of telegraphing the  Bloomer's eight-page monthly the Lily, issue will be printed in red.
firs ssue of the North Star, his own news from Baston. Soon “New York edited with the help of Elizabeth
widely read and respected weekly Assodated Press” cormespondents begin seling Cady Stanton, appears
newspaper in Rochester, New York. news fo out-of-own newspapers. the next year.

1850 1851 1854 1854 1854

On April 17, reporter Jane Grey  Henry J. Raymond, with two partners,  William Howard Russell esfablishes role The days of the one-person Henry David Thoreau’s crifique of
Swisshelm sits in the Senate gallery — founds the New York Times as a penny  of the dashing war correspondent while  newspaper are passing, the New Yok contemporary American society,
becoming the first woman fo cover ~ paper. It quickly establishes itself  covering the Crimean War for Times of ~ Tribune now employs fourteen Walden, is published. Thoreau is

Congress. Swisshelm made an as one of the most thorough, ~ London. His inspirational accounts inspire reporters and fen editors. scomful of the obsession with “news.”
arrangement with Horace Greeley responsible and respectable the poet Tennyson fo write “The Charge
of the New York Tribune to send newspapers in the country. of the Light Brigade.” His rifiques of
him reports from Washington for Brifish military policy eventually lead to

five dollars o week. the government’s resignafion.

1855 1857 1858 1858 1859
The British stamp fax on newspapers  Jane Grey Swisshelm begins publishing  First transatlantic cable, built by Cyrus I London, Paul Julius Reuter starts  John Stuart Mill publishes, On Liberty,
eliminated. London newspapers enjoy the St. Cloud Democrat in Minnesota W, Field, completed in the summer of  the wire service that will bear his name  which indudes a powerful argument
confinved circulation growth. The Times  fighting against slavery and for 1858, sefting off huge celebrafions. by distribufing telegraphic news fo for the freedom fo express
sells 60,000 copies a day by 1855.  women’s rights. A mob wrecks her  Although the cable breaks, a new one  London newspapers. In Berlin in 1855, unpopular views.

press and throws her type info the is complefed by 1866. Bernard Wolff began a similar service.
river, but Swisshelm carries on. Both men had worked for

Agence Havos.

1836
8%

1855

fo
1859
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XX A Chronology
1860 1860 1861 1864 1865
Pony Express begins fo carry mail Givil War does more for the First telegraph line completed fo Union government briefly Reporters, rushing to fransmit newsworthy
from Missouri fo California in 1860.  development of American joumalism ~ Son Francisco October 24, 1861, suspends or denies postal privileges fo - informafion over often unrefible telegraph
In 1841, news of President Harrison’s  than any other event. Details of making the much heralded Pony o number of pro-Southern newspapers  fines, get in the habit of compressing most
death took three months and twenty  big battle could enable o Northern Express insfantly obsolete. in the Norih, induding the Chicago - audal fods info parogroph-ong
days fo reach Los Angeles. Overland ~ newspaper to sell five fimes ifs normal Times, the New Orleans Picayune, the  dispaiches, such s the report in the
transport could make the trip from St.  circulafion. Bennett's Herald sends Journal of Commerce, the New York  New York Tribune on the assassination of
Louis in 22 days by 1860. The Pony  sixty-three reporters fo cover the war. Daily News and the Day-Book. President Abrohom Lincoln. This & a step
Express cuts this time in haff. foward the “inverted pyramid” wrifing sfyle.
1867 1868 1868 1869 1870
Paper mode from wood pulp instead  Elizabeth Cady Stanton founds the  The invention of the typewriter begins Transcontinental railrood Thanks to the telegraph and
of rags first begins o be used. It is women's rights newspaper the 1o relieve those who edit copy and set is completed. transatlanfic cable, news that o
and makes futore  Revolution with Susan B. Anthony.  type on newspapers from the burden republic has been proclaimed in Paris
price culs. of decifering handwrifing. on Sepiember 4, folovmg the defeat
of Napolean I, appears in the New
York Trbone on September .
1870 1870 1872 1872 1873
New York Times begins an Workd's most powerful wire services — New York Tribune Editor Horace James Gordon Bennett, Jr, assigns  Scottish physicist James Clerk Maxwell
investigation that will lead to the  Reuters, Havos and Wolff — agree to divide ~ Greeley, one of the founders of the  infrepid reporter Henry Morton Stanley  publishes his theory of eleciricity and
arrest and conviction of “Boss” William up news gathering and transmission around - Republican Party, runs for president of 1o locate Dr. David Livingstone’s  magnefism, concluding that they both
Marcy Tweed, leader of the workd The “Ring Combinaiion” lusts ~ the United States as o Democrats. Dies ~ whereabouts in Africa for the ~ travel in electromagnetic waves. Radio
Tommany Hall organization that  unfil 1934, with the Assodated Pressinthe ~~ shortly ofter losing the election. New York Herald. The famous line,  will be transmitted on those waves by
controks city government in New York.  United States, which forms an agreement “Dr. Livingstone, | presume?” is from the end of the century.
with these three other wire services in the Stanley’s story.
18905, playing an incecsingly orge oke.
; 1875 1876 1878 1883 1884
Yee Lenn publishes what is probably  The telephone, a crucial tool for Joseph Pulitzer buys two S1. Louis ~ Joseph Pulitzer purchases the New ~ The Germm inventor Paul Nipkow
the first Chinese language newspaper  reporters, is invented by Alexander  dailies and combines them into the ~ York World on May 11, and brings his ~ uses a rotating disk with spiral
in the United States, Wah Kee in Graham Bell St. Louis Post-DisPatch. “new journalism” fo New York. perforations fo produce elecironic
San Frandsto. Girculation immediately signals — a very primifive ancestor
begins to dimb. of television.
1885 1886 1886 1886 1887
Pulitzer's World mounts a dassic Linotype, invented by President Grover Cleveland is perhaps  Heinrich Rudolf Heriz, the German  Infrepid reporter Nellie Bly (Elizabeth
attenfion-getting campaign fo raise Ottmar ; casts the the first president fo make use of an ~ physicist, begins o series of experi-  Cochrane) feigns insanity fo expose
money fo build a pedestal so the first line of newspaper fype of the ~ expert in public relafions. GeorgeF men!sthalmflrmhmﬂetk conditions in the Blackwells Island
Statue of Liberty can be erected. New York Tribune. Parker, a former newsman, is hired by~ Maxwell's theory of Asylum — her first assignment for the
Cleveland and the Democratic National ~ waves and succeed in produung New York World.
Committee as a “press agent.” radio waves.
1887 1889 1889 1890 1892
William Randolph Hearst takes over his ~ In a dassic example of “stunt Westinghouse Electric Company Journalist Jacob Riis, o reporter for A mob wrecks the press Ida B. Wells
father's failing San Francisco Examiner - journalism” the New York World sends ~ becomes one of the first private: the New York Sun, publishes his uses o publish her newspaper, the
and fransforms it info a sensationalistc, Nellie Bly around the world, with the  companies to hire o full-ime press ~ explorations of New York's slumsina ~ Memphis Free Speech, after she
ausading, self-promofingand ol of complefing the jouney inless  agent, frying fo defendits new ook, How the Other Half Lives, which  invesfigates the lynching of three
progressive newspaper. By 1890, itis  than 80 days. Riding ships, frains, alternating current system ogainst is designed fo awaken the befter African-American businessmen.
ako 0 successful newspoper horses and sampons, Nellie Bly makes charges that it is dangerous. off to the abomidable conditions
0 $350,000 1o $500,000 her way, triumphantly, back fo under which people are living
profit each year. New York after only 72 days. eksewhere in their cifies.




A Chronology xxi

1892 1893 1895

1895 1896

The use of the “who, what, how, when Lincoln Steffens covers the panic of 1893 for
and where" lead paragraph for news  the New York Evening Post, then a very
stories becomes more widespread in ~ serious and sober newspaper —and i

William Randolph Hearst buys the

an intensely compefitive period in the

New York Journal, setting the stage for the fields of Haly, develops “wireless

Guglielmo Marconi, experimentingin ~ Alfred C. Harmsworth borrows the
techniques of Ameri

journalism" in his new Daily Mail in

telegraphy” — radio. He patents his

newspapers. Theodore Dreiser is  forced fo leave out the fuct that he hod e~ popular press marked by frequent system in England in 1896. London, with instant success. “We've
introduced to it with his first jobin o finander weep. Later whie workingasa~ recourse to sensationalism — known struck a gold mine,” Harmsworth
journalism, at the Chicaqo Globe.  police reporter for the Evening Pos, Siffens as “yellow iournalism.” confides. Soon Harmswarth, now Lord
mainfains he “mode o ime wave,” by Northcliffe, also owns the Times and
reporfing previously ignored burglaries. three other London newspapers.
1896 1898 1900 1901 1902
Adolph S. Ochs purchases the New York  Willam Randolph Hearst and Joseph ~ The number of daily newspapers ~ On January 1, Alfred Harmsworth ~ McClure's Magazine begins printing
Times, whose dirculation had sunk to  Pulitzer, in the midst of a drculation war  in the United States has quadrupled transforms Joseph Pulitzer’s Lincoln Steffens’s investigations of
9000 copies a day, and sefsiton  in New York, compete with each otherto ~~ between 1870 and 1900 — 1o New York World for one polifical corruption, “the Shame of
course fo become the most sensationalize reported Spanish aftrocifies 1,967 English-language, day info a small, breezy, the Gifies,” and Ida M. Tarbell's
respected and influential in Cuba and the sinking of the United general-rculation dailies. well-lustrated paper — the investigation of John D. Rockefeller’s
newspaper in the United States.  Staes battleship Maine in Havana harbor prototype of the “fabloid.” Standard Oil frust, two clossic
. — helping lead the country info the  examples of “muckraking.”
Spanish-American War.
1903 1905 1906 1908 1910
—
Alfred Harmsworth introduces the  George . Parker, together with Ivy L.~ On Christmas Eve, instead of dotsand ~~ The University of Missouri establishes ~ Number of U.S. daily newspapers
Dailv Mirror in London, the first widely  Lee, form one of the nation’s first dashes,ship wireless operators hear  the first separate school of journalism.  peaks at 2,600. W.E.B. Du Bois begins
drculated modern “tabloid” — or independent public relations firms,  Reginald A. Fessenden reading St. Luke’s the Crisis — o magazine for
small-sized — newspaper. with dlients including the Pennsylvania  Gospel. Fessenden has invented a way fo African Americans filled with news,
Railroad and John D. Rockefeller, Jr. ~ camy full sound on the wireless. This opinion and literature.
achievement i followed dosely by Lee
De Foresf' upgrade of the vacuum fube,
significantly improving radio recepfion.
1913 1914 1914 1915 1916
There are riow 323 sodialist  The number of daily foreign-language  Edward Wylis Scripps, who organized ~ More than 2,200 English-language  Frank A. Munsey, who owns the New
newspapers in the United States newspapers in the United States  the first modem newspaper groupin  daily newspapers in the United States.  York Press, buys the storied New York Sun
 with a fotal circulation of peaks at 160. the United States in 1895, owns o and merges the two newspapers. The first
two million copies. “chain” of 33 newspapers. of Munsey’s series of “ ons”
establishes o disturbing frend in the
newspaper husiness, one that will coninue
uniil the present day — o steady dedine
in the number of newspapers.
1917 1917 1919 1920 1922
One week after President Woodrow ~ After the United States enters the The first successful “tabloid” KDKA in Pitishurgh, the first Number of US. rdio staions skyrodeets fo
Witson leads the United States into the  First World War, Congress passes the  newspaper in the United States, the commercial radio station, begins 576, as does the number of rodios purcsed
First World War, he hires a press agent  Espionage Adt. Under the Espionage ~ New York lllustrated Daily News, operations under Wesfinghouse —cbout 100,000 sokdin 1922 The 19]
to organize support for the effort — A, the U.S. govemment revokes debuts on June, 26 1919, soon  executive Harry P. Davis, broadcasfing - American Telephone and Telegraph Company h k
George Creel, whose fifle is chairman ~ the mailing privileges of many  shortening ifs name to the Daily News.  results of the 1920 Harding-Cox ~ beginsto set up a pimive network of i~ 7999
of the Committee on Public nonmainstream — parficularly presidential election on stations. A “tol” i charged for use of irfime
Information. Creel also serves on the socialist — newsapers. November 2, 1920. on these stafions — a method of finanding
censorship board. thatlea fo frue commerdal rodio.
1923 1923 1923 1923 1925

Henry R. Luce and o partner lounch  American Soiety of Newspaper Editors  Yiddish-language newspaper known in

Time, the weekly news mogazine. s formed. Drafts the “Canons of  English as the Jewish Daily Forward is  Mencken founds the American Mercury  which he intends to present a liht,
Newsweek follows in 1933, Luce ako  Journalism” — a code of ethics, which ~ being published in eleven different  Magazine, to which he will bring his~~ safiical perspective on the news. It
infroduces Life, Sports Illustrated is adopted by 107 newspapers. American cifies. It has o total broad vocabulary, sharp humor, and ~ does more than that, becoming —
and Forfune. drculation of 250,000. often cynical observations. thanks to the quality and depth of its
reporfing, analysis, crificism and

Balfimore newspaperman, H. L. Harold Ross starts the New Yorker in

fiction — one of the most respected
magazines in American history.
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1927 1927

1926 1926

1927

Half of oll the radio sefs in use inthe ~ ATRT agress to sell its network of ~ The radio nefwork that will soon be  There are now 733 radio stafions in

The New York Times in s coverage of
world are in the United States — five  commerdial radio stations to RCA—the ~ known as the Columbia Broadcasting  the United States ond their signaks are the controversial execufion of Nicola

1926 and a half million of them. Young  Radio Corporafion of Americo. This  System is founded. Williom S. Paley  beginning o inferfere with each other.  Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetf uses the
4o inventor Philo T Fansworth condudts  becomes the “red network” of the  and his family buy (BS o year later.  Congress enadts the Radio Ad, establishing  clssic inverted pyramid form for o
99 first successful experiments with National Broadcasfing Company, a a Federal Radio Commission o assign news story.

electronic television. newly formed RCA subsidiary. RCA's rodio frequencies and grant icenses.
own smaller network is dubbed the Tt wil be reploced by the Federal
“blue network.” Communications Commission in 1934.
1928 1930 1931 1933 1937
. Most of what we know about the  William . Poley hires Ed Klauber, who was ﬂwUniledSMsStmm(wn President Franklin Roosevelt takes  The Hindenburg — ﬂ\elnmsingtd
exchange of news in preferate  righ iy edior of the New Yok Times, o establishes the bedrock docirine of  office. He s the first president to make m::«iﬁiem
sociefies comes from organize a news feam for (BS. Klober ~ freedom of the press in Near vs. use of the new elecironic media fo axylndaswlielryrghhﬂn
reports — produced in the 19ih or 20th  brings in Poul White, who worked for  Minnesota, ruling that prior resiraint  communicate regularly with a large  Lakehurst, New Jersey. Herb Morrison
centures. LH. Somuelson's observations  United Press. Meanwhile, KMPC, aradio  of the press is allowed under only the ~portion of the citizenry. His radio talks  of WLS, Chicago, is making a sound
of the Zuks's “human ireles telegraphy” - siafion in Beverly Hils, sends 10 reporfers  most unusual of circumstances. are known as “fireside chats.”  recording of the Hindenburg's landing.
for example, date back fo the 18705 outinto the sireets of Los Angeles — the His dramatic account is broodcast on
and were published in 1928. largest news gathering effort yet for radio. NBC hours later.
1940 1941 1941 1943 1945
Edward R. Murrow’s vivid radio reports  Television broadcasting begins in the US..  The Muiual racko network s broadaesing o The Federal Communications A newspaper strike in New York
from London for (BS, during the Battle The Federal Communicafions Commission ookl game ot 222 pm. BT whenthewire  Commission forces NBC to sell one of s - provides an opportunity for sociologist
of Bicin, which begin “Tis’s _pemils 18 blviionsiors obegin s st “Whie Houseyskysclak two nevurks. NBCS “bue netvork®” i Bernard Bereleson o tudy the efecs

London...,” make the torments that  fransmifing on July 1. Two of themare ~ Pearl Harbor” An amouncerilemups the.~ renamed the American Broadcasting o their absence: “Ifs like being in
ity ond couniry are experiencing  ready fo.go that day —the New York  game. At 2:31, John Daly of (BS goes an he Company in 1945. jail not to have a paper,” one
particularly real fo American listeners.  stafions of NBC and (BS. That year (BS  airwith news of the attock. December 7, 1941, New Yorker tells him.
broadkasts twol 5-minute felevision newstass s Sunday, and there cre no Sundy afiemoon
aday fo o finy udience in New York. ~ newspapers. Peart Harbor s a rodio sory,
1946 1947 1949 1951 1954
A. J. Liebling begins wrifing his poinfed, A commission chaired by University of  Affer the wex, ielevison grows repidy wilh  Edward R. Murrow and his producer,  Senator Joseph McCarthy's “red” scare
informed and witty column, “The  Chicogo President Robert M. Huichins, and  more than 100 TV sidfiorsinthe US. T~ Fred Friendly, debut their See It Now  costs many their jobs and cows others
Wayward Press,” in the New Yorker.  supported finandially by Henry Luce, issues - regulor newscosts ore being broodast: (BSTV  documentary series on (BS television  info silence. Edward R. Murrow and
The era of the professional press areporton “A Free ond Responsble ~~ News, with Douglos Edwerds, and NBCs. by showing, simultaneously, a live  producer Fred Friendly are among the
rific begins. Press.” The Huichins Commission, Camel News (aroveny with John Cameron.~~ scene from New York Harboranda ~~ only figures in broadcosfing secure
composed of a group of disinguished ~~ Swayz. In Fronce a newstxst, “Le Joumal live scene from San Francisco. enough and courageous enough fo
thinkers, suggests that the press must be  Televise,” begins broadkasing three fimes o take McCarthy on — on See It Now,
more than just free; it must be responsble.  weel; and by the end of e year wie o day. March 9.
1952 1956 1960 1961 1963
The word “anchor” is used, probably  The ftalian liner Andrea Doria sinks off  For the first fime, two major candiates  Gordon McLendon starts the first  The early television newscasts are only
for the first time, o describe the role ~ the coast of Naniucket, and Don  for president — Richard M. Nixon ond ~ successful all-news radio stafion, 15 minutes long. On Labor Day, (BS
of Walter Cronkite during (BS's Hewitt, the aggressive director of  John F. Kennedy — debate each other ~ XETRA. If broadcasts fo Los Angeles—  begins the first half-hour network
felevision coverage of 1952 (BS's evening newscast, tokes on nafional felevision. from Tijuana, Mexico. newscast. Walter Cronkite, who fook
presidential conventions. anchorman Douglas Edwards and over the (BS Evening News in 1962,
gefs film of the sinking ship. ' is the anchor.
1963 1964 1965 1968 1971
November 22, 1963, assassination of I Sullivan v. New York Times, a  (BS, with considerable reluctance, airs  The Kemer Commission, appointed by A copy of a secret Defense Depariment histry
President John F: Kennedy in Dallus.  landmark decision, the U.S. Supreme  correspondent Morley Safer’s report on  President Lyndon Johnson o study the o the Vetnam Wer i given fo the New York
'vgu A«ording 1o one esfimate, 68 percent  Court rules unanimously that a public  the “wasfing” of a Vietmamese village,  causes of the riots that have broken  Times. When the Times s prevered, fora
1o of the American people, leam the news official may win a ibel lawsuit only by~ Cam Ne, by U.S. Marines. President  out in many American cifis, criticizes fime, from prinfing the “Pentogon Popers”
1971 vithin half an hour. Nonstop television ~proving that the sfory is folse and  Lyndon Johnson calls (BS President  the media for failing to communicate the Weshingjon Postseps i then the Bosion
b coverage indudes the shoofing of the  published with “actual malice” — Frank Stanton fo protest. the problems of blacks in Globe. Supreme Court finally ruks thot
‘ man accused of the assassination, which is defined as “reckless American society. govermments argument for prio restraind of
Lee Harvey Oswald. disregard for the truth.” the press s nof suffidently srong in this aze.
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1973 1974 1980 1981 1982
President Ronald Reagan is shot and USA Today, a national newspaper

Washingfon Post reporters Bob Barbara Wakters, one of the first R. E. (Ted) Turner lounches his
Woodward and Carl Bemstein ~ women fo achieve stardom in television  24-hour-o-day Cable News Network —  seriously wounded. Videotapes of the  featuring shorl, breezy stories and lofs
of color, begins publication. Satellite

investigate a break-in at the news, s hired by ABC fo co-hostits  the first all-news television network.  affempted assasination are shown on ABC,
headquarters of the Democratic  evening newscast — for a then unheard (BS and NBC within half an hour of the  transmission enables the paper fo be
National Committee in the Watergate ~ of salary of one million dollars. shoofing. Both Dan Ratheron (BSand printed simultaneously at 32 different
apariment complex in Washington. Frank Reynolds on ABC deliver obituaries prinfing locations around the
for White House Press Secretary James United States.
Brady, who s seriously wounded but dlive.
1983 1986 1991 1993 1994

Reporters are blocked from covering the  When the world's worst nudear-power  The worldwide news sysfem confinues  Cable television lines can carry felephone - News audiences i the US. become obsessed
inifiol stoges of the U.S. invasion of the  accident occurs f Chemobylinwhat  fo strengthen. People in countries  calk. Telephone fines can carry felevision  with yef another sensafional news story: the
around the world, for example, are  signals. Computers seem copable of  accusation that former foaiball stor 0. .

aribbean sond of Grenada The mlry s then the Sovie Union, people in
does no g cong representaivesof - the orea e fold by offcils hat there  abe o watch the bormbs drop down  invovig themseives inal thse forms of Syson hasmurdered s vileand er

the media, and a group of joumalists that  is nothing to fear, while news audiences ~ upon Iraq — live — during the Persian  communication over all these different  friend. Many Americans now have dozens

manage 1o land on e island is prevented in the rest of the world must make do Gulf Warin 1991. lines. “Covergence” the media moguls  of cable elevision channes fo choase from.

by U. S. miltary officoks from reporfing with rumors and speculation. al if, and they race fo form business A few of those channeks lose themselves

what is happening for two days. . dlliances fo exploit the potentiol. in coverage of Simpson’s yeardong frial.
1995 1995 1996

News organizations and technology com-  Disney purchases ABC. Time Warner Coverage of U.S. presedential
panies roce fo ploce news on the Infemef, purchases CNN. Westinghouse purchases  campaign appears on numerous
which seems fo hold the promise of making - (BS. Huge global media corporations  television networks and spills over
vast quaniifies of information almost  seem fo grow larger and larger —with 1o talk shows, the World Wide Web,

instantly available o plugged-in computer  worldwide television networks, their and even MTV.
users around the world. Time Wamers  own movie studios and their own
Pathfinder “home page” on the World news operations.

Wide Web proves parficuarly popular

1973

1983
1994




