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PREFACE

A
N

This eleventh edition of The American Pageant
introduces a new co-author, Professor Lizabeth
Cohen of Harvard University. Together, we have
undertaken one of the most thorough revisions of
the book since it was first published in 1956. Yet for
all the innovations in this edition, it also contains
much that is familiar. In particular, we have care-
fully preserved those elements that have long dis-
tinguished the Pageant from other American history
textbooks and made it both appealing and useful to
countless students: clarity, concreteness, a consis-
tent chronological narrative, strong emphasis on
major themes, avoidance of clutter, access to a vari-
ety of interpretive perspectives, and a colorful writ-
ing style leavened, as appropriate, with wit.

To a remarkable degree, our scholarly interests
as well as our professional careers mirror one
another’s. David Kennedy is primarily a political and
economic historian who was raised in the West,
trained in the East (at Yale), and returned to the West
to teach at Stanford. Lizabeth Cohen is primarily a
social and cultural historian who was raised in the
East, trained in the West (at the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley), and returned to the East to teach
first at Carnegie-Mellon University, then at New
York University, and now at Harvard. She has also
taught at the middle-school level and has had
extensive experience working in historical muse-
ums—a background that gives her a practiced
teacher’s sensitive touch and a keen eye for illustra-
tive material to enhance the teaching purposes of
the text. Her book, Making a New Deal: Industrial
Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939, a Bancroft Prize
winner and Pulitzer Prize finalist, combines the
approaches of both social and political history. In
undertaking the revisions for this edition, she has
been especially concerned with integrating the rich
recent scholarship in social history into the
Pageant’s core political narrative. The two of us
share a commitment to telling the story of the
American past as vividly and clearly as possible,
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without sacrificing a sense of the often sobering
seriousness of history, and of its sometimes chal-
lenging complexity.

Changes in the Eleventh Edition

To help students come to grips with the complexity
of the past, we have divided the book into six sec-
tions, organized around sets of major issues that
shaped successive stages of American history. Each
section begins with an essay that establishes the
basic thematic contours of the group of chapters
that follow. The essay on “Founding a New Society,”
for example, introduces the chapters dealing with
the settlement and colonial periods. It emphasizes
the themes of racial, ethnic, religious, and regional
diversity in Britain’s North American colonies, and
the slow emergence of an “American” national iden-
tity, culminating in the Revolution of 1776. To take
another example, the essay on “Making Modern
America” opens the discussion of the post-World
War II years. It highlights the role of that war both in
propelling the phenomenal wave of postwar pros-
perity at home and setting the stage for the Cold War
that dominated both the domestic and interna-
tional scenes for nearly half a century after World
War II's conclusion.

The six introductory essays, new in this edition,
provide frameworks within which students can bet-
ter understand the Pageant’s detailed examinations
of the major phases of American history. The essays
are intended to guide readers into unfamiliar mate-
rial, to serve as reference points with which to make
sense of the material as they work through it, and as
tools for reviewing their understanding of the larger
structures and deeper dynamics of history that are
often obscured by a preoccupation with discrete
facts. The essays reflect our conviction that histori-
cal study should strive for synthesis and informed
interpretation. Students should not merely seek to
memorize mountains of data, but to identify pat-
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terns in the often baffling welter of factual detail,
and to appreciate complex chains of cause and con-
sequence. Students will learn more effectively, we
believe, if they take from these introductory essays a
sense of the contexts in which particular historical
facts fit, and in which their relative historical signifi-
cance can be judged.

We have also substantially revised the “Varying
Viewpoints” essays. They offer overviews of the
scholarly debates that have surrounded major his-
torical issues, and they encourage students to think
critically about the ways in which historians dis-
agree. Rather than appearing briefly at the end of
each chapter, as in previous editions, the Varying
Viewpoints essays have been consolidated into
much more substantial discussions of twenty-two
major controversies in American history and are
found only at the conclusions of relevant chapters.

This edition also contains five new “Makers of
America” essays, on the Loyalists during the Revolu-
tion, the pioneers of the old Northwest, the Oneida
Community, the Knights of Labor, and the subur-
banites of the post-World War II era. Along with the
twenty-two existing “Makers” essays, these addi-
tions help constitute a comprehensive mosaic of the
diverse peoples and groups that have composed our
strikingly pluralistic society.

Readers will find other new features in this edi-
tion of the Pageant as well: enriched discussion at
many points of the contributions of women;
expanded treatment of working-class life; extensive
analysis of the concept of republicanism; a thor-
oughly updated account of Reconstruction; sub-
stantial attention to African-American and Native
American history; careful integration of social,
political, and cultural themes in the post-World War
Il period; and many fresh voices in the numerous
box-quotes. We have also compressed and reorgan-
ized the material concerning the period from 1800
to 1824, formerly Chapters 11, 12 and 13. That mate-
rial is now broken up into two chapters that cover
the Jefferson and Madison presidencies, 1800 to
1812 (Chapter 11) and the War of 1812 through the
Monroe Doctrine, 1812-1824 (Chapter 12). In
addition, the Eleventh Edition features an exciting
new design, many revised maps and charts, and
several entirely new maps and photographs. Com-
pletely updated bibliographies at the conclusion
of every chapter and a revised Appendix, with
abundant statistical data on many aspects of the

American historical experience, complete the text
package.

Goals of The American Pageant

Like its predecessors, this edition of The American
Pageant tries to cultivate in its readers the capacity
for balanced judgment and informed understand-
ing about American society by holding up to the
present the mirror and measuring rod that is the
past. The book’s goal is not to teach the art of
prophecy but the much subtler and more difficult
arts of seeing things in context, of understanding
the roots and direction and pace of change, and of
distinguishing what is truly new under the sun from
what is not. The study of history, it has been rightly
said, does not make one smart for the next time, but
wise forever.

We hope that the Pageant will help to develop
those intellectual assets in its readers, and that
those who use the book will take from it both a fresh
appreciation of what has gone before and a
seasoned perspective on what is to come. And we
hope, too, that readers will take as much pleasure in
reading The American Pageant as we have had in
writing it.

Supplements Available with The
American Pageant, Eleventh Edition

A complete supplementary program accompanies
the eleventh edition of The American Pageant. The
supplements comprise the following items.

FOR STUDENTS:

e The American Spirit, Ninth Edition, Volumes I
and II (primary-source readers)

e Complete Guidebook (study guide without
answers to exercises)

¢ Guidebook, Volumes I and II (study guides with
answers to exercises)

e Computerized Guidebook

* Getting the Most out of Your U.S. History
Course: The History Student’s Vade Mecum,
Second Edition

e Rand McNally Atlas of American History



¢ Regional Document Sets: For the South; Texas
and the Southwest; and California and the West

e Surveying the Land: Skills and Exercises in U.S.
Historical Geography, Volumes I and 11

e The American Pageant Interactive Edition (com-
prises the complete text of the book, illustrations
from the book and other sources, an extensive
collection of maps, some of which are animated
to show change over time, multimedia chapter
overviews, historical video and audio; tables of
numeric data, and an extensive array of docu-
ments, as well as self-tests, a glossary, chronolo-
gies, and a notebook)

FOR INSTRUCTORS:
¢ Instructor’s Resource Guide
¢ Quizbook (test item file)

¢ Computerized Testing for Macintosh, IBM, and
Apple computers

e The Houghton Mifflin U.S. History Transparency
Set, Volumes I and 11

e Videodisk (An American Portfolio, provides thou-
sands of still images of historic events, person-
ages, and artifacts with twenty-seven minutes of
full-motion historic video footage and numerous
animated maps showing change over time)

@history

The most exciting addition to our ancillary lineup is
@history: an interactive American history source.
This multimedia teaching/learning package com-
bines a variety of material—primary sources (text
and graphic), videos, audio, and links to Web sites—
with activities that can be used to analyze, interpret,
and discuss primary sources; to enhance collabora-
tive learning; and to create multimedia presen-
tations. @history provides instructors with an
interactive multimedia tool that can improve the
analytical skills of students and introduce them to
historical sources.
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Sail, sail thy best, ship of Democracy,
Of value is thy freight, 'tis not the Present only,
The Past is also stored in thee,
Thou holdest not the venture of thyself alone, not of
the Western continent alone,
Earth’s résumé entire floats on thy keel, O ship, is
steadied by thy spars,
With thee Time voyages in trust, the antecedent
nations sink or swim with thee,
With all their ancient struggles, martyrs, heroes, epics,
wars, thou bear'st the other continents,
Theirs, theirs as much as thine, the destination-port
triumphant. . ..
Walt Whitman
Thou Mother with Thy Equal Brood, 1872
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