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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to my sister, and to her courage and humour, whose life would have been
devastated had it not been for the devotion of our parents and the great skill of Sir Alexander
Fleming



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

This casebook is an updated edition of the one that I published in 2006 with LawMatters. The
purpose of this book is to provide a relatively solid introduction to the main areas of
undergraduate tort law through the words of a range of those who are responsible for the modern
development of the subject. Such an introductory sourcebook should be valuable when used
alongside tort lectures, but it ought not to replace the library (or Internet) research which, of
course, remains the essential foundation for success in the subject. It will, then, hopefully act as a
stimulating passerelle between classroom and library source material. If any specific characteristics
are to be associated with this sourcebook, perhaps (as with my Contract Law: Cases and Materials,
Sweet & Maxwell, 2007), the European orientation and the emphasis on method might be the
ones to gain attention. They have been my guides.

In the Preface of my contract casebook I record my thanks to a number of friends and
colleagues and to my wife. I would like to extend that paragraph to the present casebook. In
addition I would like to thank Bernard Rudden who has provided me with stimulating comments
and criticisms with regard both to the first edition of this book and to my contract casebook
(which hopefully will complement and interrelate with this new edition). Finally I must sincerely
thank not just Sweet & Maxwell for agreeing to take on and publish this second edition but
equally the firm’s editorial team. They have been most supportive and helpful.

The book is dedicated to my sister and, through her, to the late Sir Alexander Fleming and to
the artist Ethel Gabain. In 1944 Sir Alexander Fleming took on Gillian as a test patient for a new
drug that he was developing; penicillin saved her leg and the lives and limbs of millions of others.
While undergoing treatment my sister was the subject of a painting by Ethel Gabain, then working
as a government war artist, and the picture is entitled A Child Bomb-Victim Receiving Penicillin
Treatment (1944). What makes the painting relevant for this present book is that Gillian was not
in fact the victim of a bomb but of a traffic accident. The painting, which was rediscovered by us
only a few years ago, can be seen at the Imperial War Museum (London).

Geoffrey Samuel

Kent Law School
May 2008
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