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PREFACE

To the Instructor

Anthropology is the pivotal discipline for understanding contemporary mul-
ticultural perspectives and ethnic and racial conflict. | have tried to develop
these issues in an even-handed manner in this fourth edition of Cultural
Anthropology by taking pains to expose the errors and dangers of racism
whether espoused by whites or African-Americans, and by acknowledging
both the positive and the negative features of ethnic cultural politics. I have
made several major changes to this end in this edition. Chapter 14,
“Ethnicity, Race, and Racism” is new, as is Chapter 6, “Human Sexuality.”
The topics covered in Chapter 6 were previously scattered in the “Gender
and Culture” and “Personality and Culture” chapters. Now they have been
brought together and spotlighted as one of the most important interfaces
between biological drives and cultural constructions.

[ have also added a new feature called America Now Update. Where
appropriate, materials that show the relevance of anthropology to the study
of contemporary social issues appear in a special format between chapters.
There are eleven such Updates:

Mode of Production

Fertility and the World’s Most Expensive Children
New Gender Roles and Forms of Sexuality
Emergent Varieties of Capitalism

Matrifocal Families

Future Family

Law and Disorder

[s There a Ruling Class in the United States?
Race, Poverty, Crime, Drugs, and Welfare

A Theory of Gender Hierarchy Change

The Electronic Church

Many chapters contain their own internal references to relevant aspects of
the industrial world that supplement the America Now Updates. This is
especially true of the new Chapter 14, “Ethnicity, Race, and Racism.”

In previous editions the last chapter, “The Anthropology of an Industrial
Society” attempted to apply the basic concepts of the preceding chapters to
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an analysis of the United States, thereby making it clear that
anthropology is relevant to contemporary issues found in
postindustrial (or hypeindustrial) societies. Unfortunately,
this chapter was not only last but it was also the longest.
Instructors who used the text reported that they were oblig-
ed to hurry through or leave out the chapter in question.
The America Now Update feature solves this problem.

Another major focus of changes in this edition is new
boxes. There are 21 of them. Like all boxed material, they
are intended to illustrate and explain aspects of the main
text. And as you can see from the titles they bear, many are
also intended to be provocative and a cause for thought and
discussion:

A Great Moment in Science (The Original Darwin
Wallace Paper)

Kanzi’s Accomplishments

Refuting Creationism

Common Features of Black English

Changing Sexist Language in Catholic Prayer
Hero of Alexandria’s Steam Engine

The Problems of Measuring Sustainable Yield
Infanticide in Nineteenth-Century Japan

How Many Biological Sexes Are There?

I[s Homosexuality Genetic?

The Origin of Destructive Potlatches
Zumbagua Domestic Behavior

Future Family?

How to Choose a Witch

The Invention of Tradition

Why Africa Lags

Taking Care of Baby Among Hunter-Gatherers
No Rites Hurt Too

The Evidence for Aztec Cannibalism

Other Favorable Consequences of the Taboo on the

Consumption of Beef

Emics and Etics in a Hospital Bureaucracy

One of my major objectives in writing the fourth edition has
been to produce a livelier, more user-friendly volume.
Chapter previews have been expanded and restyled to perk
up the reader’s curiosity. An expanded visual program
should also help. There are cartoons and anthropological
jokes. And in addition to the numerous illustrations found
within each chapter, this edition contains two full-color
photo essays that celebrate the visual dimensions of cultural
diversity. One essay depicts the limitless imagination that
humans everywhere display in adorning their faces and bod-
ies with cloth, feathers, jewelry, paints, and other adorn-
ments; the second shows the various aspects of everyday life
in a remote Amazonian Indian village.

Finally, as in previous editions, [ have endeavored to make
this text second to none in reflecting the latest and most
authoritative work on the subjects covered. The instructor or
student interested in further reading and research will bene-
fit from 140 new citations added to the bibliography.

[ would like at this time to express my appreciation to the
people at HarperCollins for their assistance in fulfilling my
plans for this edition. I thank especially editors Alan
McClare and Susan Messer, as well as editorial assistant
Margaret Loftus, photo editor Carol Pardon, and editorial
assistant Michael Kimball. I also want to thank the anthro-
pologists who reviewed the manuscript: Walter Adams,
Kansas State University; Peter Aschoff, University of
Mississippi; Bradley A. Blake, New Mexico State University;
Anita Cowan, Texas Woman’s University; John Fritz, Salt
Lake Community College; Richard Furlow, College of
DuPage; Geraldine Gambard, University of Massachusetts-
Dartmouth; George L. Hicks, Brown University; Joan D.
Laxson, Pine Manor College; Barry P. Michrina, Mesa State
College; Edward ]. Jay, California State University-
Hayward; Richard Scaglion, University of Pittsburgh; Gary
Shaffer, Scottsdale Community College; Jim Wanner,
University of Northern Colorado. These reviews were
deeply appreciated, both for their encouragement and their
critical insights. Thanks to Bryan Byrne and Christopher
Furlow for their help in matters bibliographical. Thanks
also, as always, to Madeline Harris.

Marvin Harris



PREFACE

To the Student

Cultural Anthropology provides us with a global and comparative perspective
for understanding the origin and prospects of the modern world. In the pages
that follow you will learn mostly about the customs and beliefs of people who
are alive today or who lived in the recent past—people who inhabit great
cities and are citizens of superpowers, as well as people who live in tiny desert
bands and remote jungle villages.

You are about to encounter an amazing variety of customs and beliefs.
Some may amuse you; others may shock you. But I have not written this book
to compete with Ripley’s Believe-It-Or-Not. My aim is to explain—to the
limits of currently known facts and the latest scientific theories—why cus-
toms and beliefs differ from one society to another, and why, despite such dif-
ferences, remarkable similarities exist in the way human beings live in even
the most distant parts of the globe.

I have done everything I could think of to make this book as easy to read
as possible. Yet the subject matter of cultural anthropology is vast and com-
plex. If we are to have serious explanations of scholarly merit, mental con-
centration cannot be eliminated. I won’t apologize. I think you will get a lot
out of reading this book. It will tell you not only what cultural anthropology
is all about, but also something more important. It will tell you about your
own customs and beliefs—how they originated, why they are maintained,
and why they are changing. In other words, it will tell you a good deal about
who you are and why you and your relatives, friends, and fellow citizens think
and act in certain ways and not in others.

Marvin Harris
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T 1 n bha o
Chapter 1 [he Branches of Anthropology

Anthropology is the study of humankind—of ancient and modern people and their ways of living. Different branches of
anthropology focus on different aspects of the human experience. Some branches focus on how our species evolved from earlier
species. Others focus on how we came to possess the facility for language, how languages evolved and diversified, and how mod-
ern languages serve the needs of human communication. Still other branches focus on the learned traditions of human thought
and behavior, how ancient cultures evolved and diversified, and how and why modern cultures change or stay the same.

People from different continents who speak different languages and who possess different values and religions find themselves
living closer and closer together in a new global village. To all members of this new community, anthropology offers a unique
invitation to examine, explain, and celebrate human diversity. At the same time, anthropology reminds us that, despite our dif-
ferent languages and cultures, we are all members of the same species, and we share a common nature and a common destiny.

Departments of anthropology in the United States offer mal origins and the biologically determined nature of Homo
courses in five major fields of knowledge about humankind: sapiens. Physical anthropologists seek to reconstruct the
cultural anthropology (sometimes called ethnology or social course of human evolution by studying the fossil remains of
anthropology), archaeology, anthropological linguistics, ancient humanlike species. Physical anthropologists also seek
physical (or biological) anthropology, and applied anthropol- to describe the distribution of hereditary variations among
ogy (American Anthropological Association 1993; Givens contemporary populations and to sort out and measure the
and Skomal 1993).! relative contributions to human life made by heredity, envi-
Cultural anthropology, the focus of this text, deals with the ronment, and culture (Fig. 1.1d).

description and analysis of cultures—the socially learned tra- Applied anthropology utilizes the findings of cultural, archae-
ditions of past and present ages. It has a subdiscipline, ethnog- ological, linguistic, and biological studies to solve practical
raphy, that describes and interprets present-day cultures. problems affecting the health, education, security, and pros-
Comparison of these interpretations and descriptions can perity of human beings in many different cultural settings.

lead to the formation of hypotheses and theories about the

causes of past and present cultural similarities and differences e -

(Fig. 1.1a). Why Anthropology:

Archaeology and cultural anthropology possess similar goals
but differ in the methods they use and the cultures they study.
Archaeology examines the material remains of past cultures.

)

This book is mainly about cultural anthropology. (See the
author’s Culture, People, Nature: An Introduction to General

Without the findings of archaeology, we would not be able to Anthroj? 0108? ) éth e.dltlon,‘ for 2 fnete comprehensive view of
understand the humsn past, especially where peaple have not the major findings in all five fields.) We will however, touch
lefi any Biooks of ethes written tecards: (Fig.L 1b). briefly on certain key concepts and findings of the other
fields that underlie the study of culture.

The distinction of anthropology is that it is global and
comparative. Other disciplines are concerned with only a
particular segment of human experience or a particular time
or phase of our cultural or biological development. But

Anthropological linguistics is the study of the great variety of
languages spoken by human beings. Anthropological lin-
guists attempts to trace the history of all known families of
languages. They are concerned with the way language influ-
ences and is influenced by other aspects of human life, and

with the relationship between the evolution of language and anthropologists never base their general theoretical findings
the evolution of our species, Homo sapiens. They are also on the study of a single population, race, tribe, class, nation,
concerned with the relationship between the evolution of time, or place. Anthropologists insist first and foremost that
languages and the evolution of different cultures (Fig. 1.1c). conclusions based on the study of one particular human

Physical anthropology (also called biological anthropology) group or civilization be checked against the evidence of other
connects the other anthropological fields to the study of ani- groups or civilizations. In this way, anthropologists hope to

control the biases of their own sex, class, race, nation, reli-
gion, ethnic group, or culture. In anthropological perspec-
ISee the first page of the bibliography for an explanation of the system of citations tive, all peoples and cultures are equally worthy of study.
used in this book. Thus, anthropology is incompatible with the view that a par-



(a) Ethnographer Margaret Mead among the Manus Islanders. (b) Jerald T. Milanich, archaeologist,
Florida Museum of Natural History, with prehistoric (A.D. 200-900) Native-American bird vessel.
(c) Linguist Francesca Merlin with the speakers of a previously unknown language near Mt. Hagen,
New Guinea. (d) Physical anthropologist Donald Johanson fossil hunting at Olduvai Gorge.

ticular group and no one else represents humanity, stands at
the pinnacle of progress, or has been chosen by God or his-
tory to fashion the world in its own image.

Anthropologists believe that a sound knowledge of

humankind can be achieved only by studying distant as well
as near lands and ancient as well as modern times. By adopt-
ing this broad view of the totality of human experience, per-
haps we humans can tear off the blinders put on us by our
local lifestyles and see ourselves as we really are.

Because of its biological, archaeological, linguistic, cultur-
al, comparative, and global perspective, anthropology can
answer many fundamental questions. In its exploration of our
species’ animal heritage, it can help us define what is dis-
tinctly human about human nature. Furthermore, it is strate-
gically equipped to study the interaction between biological

and cultural differences and holds the key to the origins of
social inequality in the form of racism, sexism, exploitation,
poverty, and international underdevelopment. Thus anthro-
pology has much to contribute to the understanding of the
major issues that divide contemporary society and endanger
world peace.

Most anthropologists make their living by teaching in uni-
versities, colleges, and community colleges, and by carrying
out university-based research. But a substantial and increas-
ing proportion of anthropologists find employment in
nonacademic settings. Museums, for example

especially
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AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SCORECARD

Anthropologists frequently identify themselves
with one or more specialized branches of the five
major fields. The following is only a partial listing.

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Ethnography—Describe contemporary cultures.

Medical anthropology—Study biological and
cultural factors in health, disease, and the
treatment of the sick.”

Urban anthropology—Study city life, gangs,
drug abuse.”

Development anthropology—Study the causes
of underdevelopment and development
among the less-developed nations.”

ARCHAEOLOGY

Historic archaeology—Study cultures of the
recent past by means of a combination of
written records and archaeological excava-
tions.

Industrial archaeology—Historic archaeology
that focuses on industrial factories and facili-
ties.

Contract archaeology—Conduct archaeologi-
cal surveys for environmental impact state-
ments and protection of historic and prehis-
toric sites.”

PHYSICAL (BIOLOGICAL) ANTHROPOLOGY

Primatology—Study social life and biology of
monkeys, great apes, and other primates.

Human paleontology—Search for and study
fossil remains of early human species.

Forensic anthropology—Identify victims of
murders and accidents.

Establish paternity through genetic analysis.”

Population genetics—Study hereditary differ-
ences in human populations.

ANTHROPOLOGICAL LINGUISTICS

Historical linguistics—Reconstruct the origins
of specific languages and families of lan-
guages.

Descriptive linguistics—Study the grammar and
syntax of languages.

Sociolinguistics—Study the actual use of lan-
guage in the communication behavior of

daily life.

APPLIED ANTHROPOLOGY

“Starred items have strong applied focus.

museums of natural history, archaeology, and art and folk-
lore—have long relied on the expertise of anthropologists. In
recent years, anthropologists have been welcome in a greater
variety of public and private positions: in government agen-
cies concerned with welfare, drug abuse, mental health, envi-
ronmental impact, housing, education, foreign aid, and agri-
cultural development; in the private sector as personnel and
ethnic relations consultants and as management consultants
for multinational firms; and as staff members of hospitals and
foundations (see Box 1.1).

In recognition of the growing importance of these nonaca-
demic roles as a source of employment for anthropologists,
many university departments of anthropology have started or
expanded programs in applied anthropology. These programs
supplement traditional anthropological studies with training
in statistics, computer literacy, and other skills suitable for

solving practical problems in human relationships under a
variety of natural and cultural conditions.

Despite the expanding opportunities in applied fields, the
study of anthropology remains valuable not so much for the
opportunities it presents for employment but for its contribu-
tion to the basic understanding of human variations and rela-
tionships. Just as the majority of students who study mathe-
matics do not become mathematicians, so too the majority of
students who study anthropology do not become anthropolo-
gists. For human relations fields, such as law, medicine, nurs-
ing, education, government, psychology, economics, business
administration, and communication media, anthropology has
a role to play that is as basic as mathematics. Only by becom-
ing sensitive to the cultural dimensions of human existence
and learning to cope with them can one hope to become
optimally effective in any of these fields.
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“Anthropologisisi Anthropologistsi®

Anthropology has much to contribute to the educational
philosophy known as multiculturalism, which stresses the
importance of viewing the world from the perspectives of all
the different cultures, races, and ethnic groups present in
modern nations. As part of their attempt to broaden the cul-
tural horizons of their students and combat ethnocentrism,
many colleges have developed required cultural “diversity”
courses. Cultural anthropology is the original multicultural
approach to human social life. And it remains by far the most
systematic and comprehensive alternative to traditional cur-
riculums that view the world primarily in terms of “dead,
white, European males.”

Chapter Summary

Anthropology is the study of humankind. Its five major
branches are cultural or social anthropology, anthropological
linguistics, physical (or biological) anthropology, archaeolo-
gy, and applied anthropology. Its distinctive approach lies in
its global, comparative, and multidimensional perspective.
The combined approach of all five fields is known as general
anthropology.



