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Put the following words into the proper places in the picture above.

North Pacific Ocecan North Atlantic Ocecan

South Atlantic Occan
Southern Occan Europce
Africa North Arctic Ocecan

Antarctic America

South Pacific Ocean
Indian Occan
Australia

South America

Asia
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Part | Theme-related Reading

Text A The Oceans

Questions for brainstorming.
1. How many oceans are there? What are they?

2. Can you list some seas? What are the largest ones?

Text

Oceans cover about 70% of the Earth’s surface. The oceans
contain roughly 97% of the Earth’s water supply.

The oceans of Earth are unique in our Solar System. No other
planet in our Solar System has liquid water (although recent finds on
Mars indicate that Mars may have had some liquid water in the
recent past). Life on Earth originated in the seas, and the oceans
continue to be home to an incredibly diverse web of life.

The oceans of Earth serve many functions, especially affecting the
weather and temperature. They moderate the Earth’s temperature by
absorbing incoming solar radiation (stored as heat energy). The
always-moving ocean currents distribute this heat energy around the
globe. This heats the land and air during winter and cools them
during summer,

The Earth’s oceans are all connected to one another. Until the
year 2000, there were four recognized oceans: the Pacific, Atlantic,
Indian, and Arctic. In the Spring of 2000, the International

Hydrographic Organization delimited a new ocean, the Southern

Ocean (it surrounds Antarctica and extends to 60 degrees latitude).

roughly ad.
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There are also many seas (smaller branches of an ocean). Seas are

often partly enclosed by land. The largest seas are the South China

Sea, the Caribbean Sea, and the Mediterranean Sea.

| N
v/ Exercises

. Answer the following questions in full.

. How much of the Earth’s surface do oceans cover? How much of the Earth’s water
supply do the oceans contain? (and)

. Why are the oceans of Ea.rth unique in the Solar System?

. Did the life on Earth originate in the seas or not? Are the oceans home to all kinds of
life or not? (and)

. What functions do the oceans have? (such as)

. Are the Earth’s oceans all connected to one another or not?

. How many oceans were there before the year 20007 What are they? (which)

Was a new ocean called the Southern Ocean delimited in the Spring of 2000 or not?

. Are scas often partly enclosed by land or totally enclosed by land?

. Which are the largest seas?

II. Write down the full answers to the above questions using the link words

given in brackets.
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Text B The Earth’s Major Plates

Questions for brainstorming:
1. How many Earth’s plates are there?

2. Can you namc somc major oncs?

Text

The Earth’s rocky outer crust solidified billions of years ago,
soon after the Earth formed. This crust is not a solid shell; it is
broken up into huge, thick plates that drift atep the soft, underlying
mantle.

The plates are made of rock and drift all over the globe; they move
both horizontally (sideways) and vertically (up and down). Over long
periods of time, the plates also change in size as their margins are added
to, crushed together, or pushed back into the Earth’s mantle. These
plates are from 50 to 250 miles (80 to 400 km) thick.

The map of the Earth is always changing; not only are the
underlying plates moving, but the plates change in size. Also, the
sea level changes over time (as the temperature on Earth varies and
the poles melt or freeze to varied extents), covering or exposing
different amounts of crust.

The current continental and oceanic plates include: the Eurasian
plate, Australian-Indian plate, Philippine plate, Pacific plate, Juan
de Fuca plate, Nazca plate, Cocos plate, North American plate,
Caribbean plate, South American plate, African plate, Arabian
plate, the Antarctic plate, and the Scotia plate. These plates consist

of smaller sub-plates.

outer crust #h5t
solidify v. {dikE
[
be broken up into
WorER
atop prep. -+
Tt s AE o
mantle n. i
horizontally ad.
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vertically ad.
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change over time

Wi P ] T i A

vary v. 254k

consist of f%



Unit 1

BE—

When two plates move sideways against cach other (at a
transform plate boundary), there is a tremendous amount of friction | boundary n. 4%
which makes the movement jerky. The plates slip, then stick as the | tremendous a. Ek#)
friction and pressure build up to incredible levels. When the | jerky a. Zz1Z{#E#)
pressure is released suddenly, and the plates suddenly jerk apart,

this is an earthquake.

| N
w/ Exercises

I. Answer the following questions in full.

1. Arc the Earth’s plates made of rock or not?

Do they move horizontally or not? Do they move vertically or not? ( both. .. and)
Do the plates change in size or not?

How thick are the plates?

Why is the map of Earth changing? (not only. .. but also)

What are the current continental and occanic plates?

N

When will a tremendous amount of friction happen? Does the friction make the
movement jerky or not? (which)
8. When does an carthquake happen?
II. Write down the full answers to the above questions using the link words

given in brackets.
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Part I Reading Skill Learning

Section A Reading Skills

Using Context Clues for Word Meanings
A T3 HERE X

When you read a comprechension text, you will inevitably find some words you
don’t know. Sometimes you take time out to look up a new word in the dictionary,
but doing that too many times slows down your reading. In fact, you can often figure
out meanings for new words or expressions without using the dictionary. Look at the
context of each word or expression—the sentence that the word or expression is in and
the sentences that come before and after. It is usually possible to find hints or clues
about its definite from the context.

HPRBE B — i SRR S 2B B — LR AR B Rl A IR 2 AR (] & — T 1A
i, (B R A R SR BOR 2 28 R B . S 52 b, AR Z2 IR /R A £ 1] i RE S
—EARRNER . B FXAKNE TP R E, AT 8815 5F 8 5
REA B — LR AR .

1. Context Clue 1: Definition FFXHE—: EX

Sometimes a writer knows that a word is unfamiliar or strange to many readers.
To make the word easier to understand, the writer may include a definition of the
word in a sentence. This context clue is the casiest one to spot.

A IHEAEE B RN R X R 5 8 R A B BFA A, O T iR 5 T PR A
Fom EXANARE L. B CERRERS K.

e.g.

1) A satellite is a machine which orbits the Earth to relay communication signals

over long distance.
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2) Telecommunications means, simply, communication from a distance. It may
be cable or radio or by the use of electrical or electronic signals.

3) Elephants have very long noses which we call “trunk”.

2. Context Clue 2: Restatement FFX&RE . EiA

More often, you may find a restatement, which tells you almost as much as a

definition.
HEIEHT RS R —EEH#AN A, HEEMELERE,
c.g.

1) Japan is now in recession. Its economic growth is slowing down, business
profits are declining, and more and more people are out of work.

2) I am a resolute man. Once I set up a goal, I won’t give up casily.

3) His car is a piece of junk. It is always breaking down.

3. Context Clue 3: General knowledge | F &R = #i

More often than not, the meaning of many words can be readily guessed if you
use your own experience or general knowledge of the subject.

TRZAE B R AR B 250 8RR AT LR 5 0 AR £ 38 i B

& g

1) The door was so low that I hit my head on the lintel.

2) An apple falls down instead of up because of gravity.

4. Context Clue 4: Related information | F CZRER M . HHX(E R

Sometimes you can make an intelligent guess of the meaning of some new words
or expressions if you put together related information from the surrounding text.
When you come across a new word or expression in a comprehension passage, you are
well advised to notice how the word or expression is repeated later in the text.
Generally the more often it is used, the easier it is to understand.

A g R AT LA B R SCHIAR G AR B 4k A R R i BB Il ) — SE AR TR s IR I
B MR B — LA R aUE T I, E IR T X e A TR s R AE T P R EE
o 38R AR A ) PR

& g

1) If you choose a window seat, you’ll be able to enjoy the scenery. In contrast, if

you choose an aisle seat, you’ll be able to leave quickly.
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2) Just before the exam, Bill’s heart beat fast and his hands shook so much that he

could not hold a pen. He really had a phobia about taking tests.

5. Context Cluc 5: Examples | F XK FL: 244

Examples can also give you some clues or hints to the meanings of unfamiliar words.

245 AT LAZE PR —SERUR

c.g.

1) They have lacked the obvious provisions, such as central heating, constant hot

water supply, clectrically operated lifts from top to bottom, and so on.

2) Doctors recommend that everyone exercises every day, particularly those who

spend many hours doing sedentary activities like reading, typing, or scwing.

6. Context Clue 6: Comparison | F XCZRE/N:

When we compare things, we see how they are like each other. So comparison in
writing can give you clucs to the meanings of unfamiliar words. Look at the following
examples to sce if you can get an idea of the meaning of each italicized word.

FATH Eemay st A B K BUAH B Z R AR L Z Ak . BT LAE 4 Hh A i AT LA 5 AR — L
KA EERLRR . BLUTOIT AREEES 8 RHAT IR/ AR R .

c.g.

1) The argument was heated. He was very obstinate like a mule.

2) Part of explanation for his indirect refusal was that he was as cunning as a fox.

7. Context Clue 7: Contrast | FXERER L XL

The use of a contrast can give you a hint to the meaning of an unfamiliar word.
Somectimes a sentence tells you the opposite of what a new word means. Look at the
following examples to scc if you can get an idea of the meanings of the italicized
words.

X AR BEAA IR — L8R . ARMESA — AR SRR — DM AR RIE A SR . B
D ARBET A HHARHA T IR i SR R

e.g.

1) Mary was jubilant, but Janc was sorrowful.

2) Danny was hesitant whercas Jecan learned forward cagerly.

3) Unlike her gregarious sister, Jane is a shy, unsociable girl who does not like to

go to parties or to make new friends.
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Section B Reading Practice

I. Read the following passage and see if you can apply the skills you have just
learned.

In 1915, the German geologist (1 fifi 2% 5Z) and meteorologist (‘LR 2 FK) Alfred
Wegener (1880—1930) first proposed the theory of continental drift, which states that
parts of the Earth’s crust slowly drift atop a liquid core. The fossil (k1) record
supports and gives credence (FEE) to the theories of continental drift and plate tectonics
R

Wegener hypothesized (ff2i%) that there was an original, gigantic supercontinent (i
KBt 200 million years ago, which he named Pangaca, meaning “All-carth”. Pangaca
was a supercontinent consisting of all of Earth’s land masses. It existed from the Permian
through Jurassic periods. It began bfcaking up during the Jurassic period, forming continents
Gondwanaland and Laurasia, scparated by the Tethys Sea.

Pangaca started to break up into two smaller supercontinents, called Laurasia and
Gondwanaland, during the Jurassic period. By the end of the Cretaccous period, the
continents were separating into land masses that look like our modern-day continents.

Wegener published this theory in his 1915 book, On the Origin of Continents and
Oceans . In it he also proposed the existence of the supercontinent Pangaca, and named it
(Pangaca means “all the land” in Greek) .

Eduard Suess was an Austrian geologist who first realized that there had once been
a land bridge between South America, Africa, India, Australia, and Antarctica. He
named this large land mass Gondwanaland (named after a district in India where the
fossil plant Glossopteris was found). This was the southern supercontinent formed
after Pangaca broke up during the Jurassic period. He based his deductions (#J1]) on the
plant Glossopteris, which is found throughout India, South America, Southern
Africa, Australia, and Antarctica.

Fossils of Mesosaurus (H1Jg)—onc of the first marine reptiles, cven older than the
dinosaurs (B4 Jg)—were found in both South America and South Africa. These finds,
plus the study of sedimentation (JL3E) and the fossil plant Glossopteris in these southern

9
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continents led Alexander duToit, a South African scientist, to bolster (% 3)the idea of
the past existence of a supercontinent in the southern hemisphere, Eduard Suess’s

Gondwanaland. This lent further support to A. Wegener’s Continental Drift Theory.

II. Read the following passages and complete the exercises.

Passage 1

The Antarctica is actually a desert. It is the only continent on the Earth without a
river or a lake.

The Antarctica is all ice all year round. The warmest temperature ever recorded
there is zero, at the South Pole. Explorers (#£F5%%) used to think that a place so cold
would have a heavy snowfall. But less than ten inches of snow falls ecach year. That is
less than half an inch of water. Ten times that much moisture (7K43) falls in parts of
the Sahara.

The little snow that falls in Antarctica never melts (gfifk). It continues to pile up
deeper and deeper year after year and century after century. When the snow gets to be

about eighty feet deep it is turned to ice by the weight of snow above it.

Choose the best answer according to the passage.
1. Antarctica is called a desert because it
A. is sandy B. has the same temperature as a desert
C. has little moisture and no lakes or rivers ~ D. there are no people there
2. Antarctica has
A. ten times as much moisture as the Sahara
B. the same amount of moisture as the Sahara
C. about one-tenth of the moisture of the Sahara
D. ten times more moisture than the Sahara
3. The snow in Antarctica is very deep because it
A. never stops falling B. piles up year after year
C. never melts D. both B and C
4. The snow turns to ice when
A. it gets wet B. the next snowfall comes

10



