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PREFACE.

It must appear astounding to those who have carefully and
thoughtfully read the history of England in connexion with
the subject of the African race, when its greatest statesman,
so long ago as 1838, stated in Parliament the endeavours
his Government had been making to induce the various
continental and transatlantic ones to put down slavery, that
the abolition of that institution in the Southern States of
America should have produced so much bile amongst a
small section in England ; who, although they have had un-
deniable proofs of the fallacy of their arguments, and incon-
sistency of their statements with existing facts, have formed
themselves into an association (sic Anthropological Society)
to rake up old malice and encourage their agents abroad to
search out the worst possible characteristics of the African,
so to furnish material for venting their animus against him.
¢ Its object,” as has been stated, ‘is to prove him unim-
provable, therefore unimproved since the beginning, and,
consequently, fitted only to remain a hewer of wood and
drawer of water for the members of that select society.” It
would have been sufficient to treat this with the contempt
it deserves, were it not that leading statesmen of the present
day have shown themselves easily carried away by the
malicious views of these negrophobists, to the great pre-
judice of that race.
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It is without doubt an uphill work for those who have
always combated that vile crusade of prejudice, especially
when considering themselves at the point of putting 2
crowning stroke to the superstructure which had taken
them years to erect, to find the foundation undermined by
rats of a somewhat formidable size, and therefore requiring
a renewed and a more unassailable structure. One of the
anthropological myths is to prove that, up to the age of
puberty, the negro can combat successfully, and even show
a precocity superior to that of the more enlightened race of
a temperate climate, but that after this period, which corre-
sponds to the closing of the sutures, he is doomed—a limit
is set upon his further progress. But to prove more con-
vincingly that this malign statement is fallacious, let those
who are interested in the subject refer to the Principals of
the Church Missionary College, Islington ; King’s College,
London; and Fourah Bay College, Sierra Leone; where full-
blooded Africans, who have had the complete development
of their sutures, have been under tuition, and they will then
be able to form an opinion from unbiassed testimony. Ido
not for a moment attempt here to prove that, as a whole, a
race whose past generations have been in utter darkness,
the mental faculty of whose ancestors has never received any
culture for nearly a thousand years, could attempt to com-
pete successfully in their present state with one whose
ancestors have successively been under mental training and
moulding for centuries. To think so would be to expect an
ordinary-bred horse to have equal chances in a grand race
with a thorough-bred one. But I say that the African race,
as exemplified by the results of enterprises in Western
Africa, if put in comparison with any race on the face of the
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globe, whether Caucasian, Mongolian, Teutonic, Celtic, or
any other just emerging from a state of barbarism, as they
are, will never be found a whit behind. But to draw deduc-
tions by comparing their present state with the civilization
of the nineteenth century is mot only absurd, but most
unphilosophical.

Even Captain Burton, the noli me tangere of the African
race, the greatest authority in the present school of English
anthropologists (their vice-president), who, from his writ-
ings, has led everyone to believe that he has a fiendish
hatred against the negro, whilst animadverting in all his
works on Western Africa, in the most unmistakably mali-
cious language, on the impossibilty of improving that race
he so hates, forgot himself in one place, and exclaimed,
as to their intellectual superiority, ¢ There are about 100
Europeans in the land; amongst these there are many
excellent fellows, buf it vs an unpleasant confession to malke,
the others appear to be inferior to the Africans, native as
well as mulatto. The possibility of such a thing had never
yet reached my brain. At last, in colloquy with an old
friend upon the Coast, the idea started up, and, after due
discussion, we adopted it. I speak of morale. In intellect
the black race is palpably superior, and it is fast advancing
in the path of civilization.” The first and last ifalics are
ours.

But these anthropologists have still worse designs for
Africa, since we find them seriously arguing in their meetings
and proclaiming in the public press that the Mohammedan
religion, in all cases where Western Africa is concerned,
should supplant that of Christianity; that the belief in the
False Prophet is substantially better than the belief in Christ
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for the African. And when we see the chief of them suiting
his actions to his words, kneeling in the presence of the
native population every morning with his face towards the
rising sun, bowing and making signs, in the attitude and
after the fashion of a true believer in Mohammedanism ;
when, I say, we see such men seriously arguing that
polygamy is the natural and more genial institution, and
monogamy not, and laying aside and totally ignoring the
biblical revelation, what else can the negro expect but a com-
plete falsification of every circumstance relating to his race ?

I believe and firmly hold, that it is not by Mohammedan-
izing the inhabitants of Western Africa according to the
present school of anthropologists, that they can or will be
civilized ; and I maintain that no civilization would take root
and bear fruit except that based on the principles of the
Christian religion ; and that the people had far better re-
main as they are, than to have any other religious belief ex-
cept the Christian introduced and propagated amongst them.
I, amongst a great many others, appreciate every European
element that enters Western Africa, whether in the capacity
of merchants or pioneers of civilization, or in that of mission-
aries ; and whilst I hail their efforts, respect their talents,
and revere the civilization they are capable cf imparting, I
will never permit any unjust abuse, any unfounded diatribe
against the African race, to be ruthlessly lavished on them
without repelling or exposing the calumny. I am aware
that such explicit and independent statements as are con-
tained in this work, do not tend to advance a man’s worldly
interest ; but if they tend to expose the weak and one-sided
opinions of those who take every opportunity to advance
theories about Africa and the Africans contrary to the truth,



