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Introduction

a.k.a. Bowie Style

www.printpattern.blogspot.com
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// Print & Pattern

Mention to someone that you are a surface pattern designer
and you will probably receive a blank look of confusion.
Perhaps they will hear the word ‘pattern’ and think you
design patterns for clothing, or that by ‘surface’ you are
referring to the different types of finish used in building
and decorating trades. Either way, they won't realize you
are a graphic designer, illustrator, textile designer and
more, all rolled into one. Pretty much anything you see
in the marketplace that has a printed design on it will
have been through the hands of a surface designer.
The plates you eat from, the fabric of your tablecloth,
the design on your rug, your curtains, wallpaper, cushions,
handbags, wrapping paper, birthday card, and so much
more, any product with a surface print or pattern on it is
part of this often overlooked form of design.

When I first began to use the internet as a research tool
for my job as a designer, I could find no website or blog
dedicated solely to surface design, instead they seemed
always to include furniture, fashion and three-dimensional
design in between the bits that interested me. So I decided
to create my own site, called Print & Pattern, in my spare
time, and started to share my research with readers.

Not many at first, but gradually word got out and eventually
hits were counted in millions. Graduates and designers
asked to appear on the site to showcase themselves to the
many companies that were using it to recruit fresh talent,
while I scoured the shops with my trusty spy camera and
exposed the exciting design that could be found in London
Paris and New York. Designs are now placed up on the
site to be admired and celebrated, as well as to help keep
an eye on trends.
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When I signed up to the blog software I decided to use
a pseudonym, to remain anonymous, and glanced around
the room for an idea. I had a new book at the time,
about my hero David Bowie, called Bowie Style, and
thought that would do nicely. Little did T know several
years later that the name Bowie would stick.

Soon the love and enthusiasm I have for pattern design
was spotted by Laurence King Publishing, who asked if
I'would like to compile a book on the subject. As a collector
of design books, naturally I jumped at the chance to curate
my own. And so, here is a selection of works by fabulous
designers from all over the world, united by a love of the
printed pattern.



Absolute Zero
Degrees

www.absolutezerodegrees.com

www. minimoderns.com

keith@absolutezerodegrees.com

or// Absolute Zero Degrees is a
London-based design and branding
agency created by graphic designers
Keith Stephenson and Mark
Hampshire. They also have their
own collection of designer products,
and have produced wallpaper,
ceramics and fabrics. In 2006 they
launched the new brand ‘Mini
Moderns’, for their collection of
contemporary designs for children.

Top / Net and Ball

The Southbank Centre asked
Keith and Mark to redraw the
classic design by Peter Moro
and Leslie Martin, the
architects of the Royal Festival
Hall. They changed the
proportions to a much more
workable and commercial scale
for wallpaper, and introduced
a new collection of colours to
create a soft, modernist palette.

Below / Town Square

A fabric designed for a ‘Mini
Moderns’ floor cushion.
Architectural drawings of
buildings and trees populate
the pattern which uses

a grid layout.

8 / Print & Pattern
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Above / Tick-Tock

Tick-Tock is one of Absolute
Zero Degrees’ ‘Colour-Me’
wallpapers, designed to be
coloured in, once on the wall.
Twelve clocks of varying styles,
all set at different times, help
children to learn to tell the
time in a relaxed and fun way.



Above / Bees

This wallpaper, created for ‘Places and Spaces’, features a central
honeycomb structure that morphs into bees and butterflies.

The designers wanted the print to feel like a cameo brooch or

a rococo mirror, so used the oval shape as a negative space.

10 / Print & Pattern
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Alice Burrows

www.aliceapple.co.uk

aliceeburrows@yahoo.co.uk

o2 // Alice Burrows, also known

as Alice Apple, is based in the south
Devon coastal town of Teignmouth.
Alice’s main influences include fabrics
from the ’60s, vintage Scandinavian
textiles and retro fabrics from Japan.
Alice enjoys sewing and makes toys
and accessories with vintage and
retro fabrics, and her designs are
also featured on various homewares.

Top / Birds and Flowers

The flower and fruit shapes are
inspired by the strong imagery
of Scandinavian textiles of the
1960s. The birds add a sense

of playfulness.

Bottom / Coffee Pot
This motif was inspired by
Alice’s own collection of
vintage coffee pots.

Opposite / Swedish Flower Mix
Alice had stationery in mind
when she created this fun floral
image, influenced by Orla Kiely.
She has since applied the design
in her own shop to mugs,
coasters, posters and more.

12 // Print & Pattern

Alice Burrows



