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PREFACE

Federal tax practice and procedure is a bur-
geoning and ever more important area of the tax
law. Many tax cases are won or lost on procedural
grounds alone, and an increasing number of law
schools are incorporating tax procedure courses into
their curricula. This book is intended as a supple-
ment to the various casebooks and treatises on
federal tax practice and procedure, especially
Federal Tax Practice and Procedure by Watson and
Billman. This book summarizes the legal rules and
provides a broad overview of the federal tax practice
and procedure area in both the civil context and the
criminal context. It also occasionally inquires into
the policy behind the law and points out conflicts
among the circuits and gaps in the law. However,
this book is not intended to provide an exhaustive
analysis of the law or its historical development.

Federal tax practice and procedure is divided
into two general categories: civil and criminal. The
majority of the book (the first fifteen chapters) is
devoted to the civil aspect of tax practice. The
general organization of this new edition follows that
of the Third Edition. In the interim between the
two editions, however, there were three tax acts
that made changes to the tax practice and proce-
dure area and there were several important U.S.
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PREFACE

Supreme Court cases that provided clarification on
issues, some of which had been longstanding.

The last four chapters of this book are devoted
to the criminal aspect of tax practice and procedure.
These chapters cover the investigation of tax
crimes, the substantive offenses (under Titles 11, 18
and 26 of the U.S.C.), likely defenses, and impor-
tant procedural aspects of criminal tax practice,
focusing on Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Amendment
rights. In this Fourth Edition, the material under
the Federal Sentencing Guidelines is more fully
developed because the law had begun to change at
the time of the Third Edition and there were nu-
merous questions about how it would be interpreted
by the courts. Decisions between then and now have
shed some light on these questions.

Athens, Georgia
October 2011
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