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Students studying English today do so for a variety of reasons—to get a better
job, to study abroad, to travel, to make friends with other English-speakers, or
simply to learn something new. No matter what the reason is for learning Eng-
lish, most students want the same thing—materials with useful English. With this
book, 100 Topics for Daily English Situations, students will not only have access to
a wealth of vocabulary words organized by useful everyday topics, but they will
also learn how these words can be used in “real English” dialogues.

This book includes 100 chapters. Each chapter is based on a useful topic for
daily English and includes a list of important sentences, key words/phrases, and
two dialogues. As the English that is used in today$ world is becoming increasingly
mixed (ie. neither British English nor American English) , there is a mix of both
American English and British English phrases and words used throughout the
book. Also, the names used in the book include some of the most popular
names, so if students are looking for a new English name, this might be a useful
resource !

In order to make use of this book, it is recommended that instead of
working through the book in order, students find the topics that are of most
interest to them to study first. After choosing a topic, it is advised that students
first brainstorm what they know about the topic first by listing words, phrases,
and ideas that they are already familiar with. Then, students can read through the
key words and add the new words to a “vocabulary notebook” so that the words
can be reviewed in an orderly fashion in the future in order for them to be moved
from short-term memory to long-term memory. Students can then preview the
dialogues by reading through the key phrases and reading through the main
dialogues with a partner.

While students might find memorizing some of the key phrases useful, it
should be noted that the goal of communicating in another language is to be able
to deal with spontaneous speech and not to recite memorized pieces. Therefore,
students should focus more on understanding how to use the words in a sentence
than on memorizing the dialogues in full. In order to practice spontaneous

speech, students might find it useful to come up with their own dialogues, using



some of the key words and phrases from each chapter, by either writing new
dialogues down on paper or, ideally, by orally producing their own dialogues
with another English-speaking student or tutor.

Finally, this book can be used in a variety of ways. Independent learners
might choose to use this book for self-study purposes. Those who have access to
a “language exchange partner” or a private tutor might find it useful to practice
the dialogues in their English sessions. Teachers might also find this book to be a
useful core textBook, especially those teaching “ Conversational English”. What-
ever your goal in learning English, the more fun you have with the language, the
more likely it is that you will be successful! Hopefully, this book will allow you
to have fun—and at the same time, to achieve your English language learning
goals.

Good luck!

Carol Rueckert
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| spent my childhood in Paris.

| was brought up in Paris so it took a long time
to get used to living in London.

| had a very strict upbringing.

| graduated from Cambridge University.

My major is English literature.

The day | decided to change my career was
the big turning-point in my life.

I'll never forget the day | got married. It was
the best day of my life. '
Will you still love me when I'm old and grey?
My first marriage unfortunately only lasted a
couple of years. \

I'm self-employed.

The lowest point in my life was probably when
| lost my job at the BBC.

When Paul left university he applied for a job
in the accounts department of a local engi-
neering company.

His prospect looked good.

By the time he was 30, he decided he wanted
a fresh challenge.

He resigned from his company.

Now that I'm over 40, | can feel middle age
approaching.

| want to stop work when I'm 60 and have a
long and happy retirement.
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Emma: You know, Aiden, I don’t know much about you. Where were you born?
Aiden: I was born in London, but I spent most of my childhood in Hong Kong.

E: What was your childhood like?

A I had a pretty strict upbringing, and my parents and I were always fighting about it.

E: Do you get along with your parents now?

A Oh sure. Once they reached middle age, they became a lot less uptight.

E: Where did you go to university?

A: My parents wanted me to stay in Hong Kong, but I decided to go back to England. I
graduated from Oxford University with a degree in English Literature.

E: What is your current occupation?

A: I'm a freelance writer. I write magazine articles and fiction books.

E: Did you always know that you wanted to be a writer?

A: No, I didn’t. I was an English teacher for about five years, but by the time I was 30,
I decided I wanted a fresh challenge.

E: How did you start writing?

A I started writing magazine articles for fun and eventually was asked to write a book, so

I was pretty lucky.

E: Are you writing a book now?

A: Yes, it’s about a group of friends living in a foreign country and all the strange
experiences they have.

E: Sounds interesting.
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: What was the biggest turning point in your life?

. I guess I would say that would be moving out of my parents’ house for the first time.
: Really? Why is that?

. After I moved out of my parents’ home, I became a lot more independent.

: What would you say was the lowest point in your life?

: That would definitely be getting a divorce.

: What went wrong?

: We just weren'’t right for each other.

: How long were you married?

: That marriage only lasted about a year.

: Have you remarried since then?

: Yes, I got married to a man that I met shortly after I divorced my first husband.
: Do you think you’ll ever get a divorce again?

: I hope not. My first marriage was a mistake, but this one isn’t.

: How long have you been married?

: About 15 years now.

: Do you think you’ll still love him when he’s old and grey?

: I think so. Hopefully we’ll have a long and happy life together.

: 'm sure you will.
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2. First Impressions

FH—HR

e Height and build
SRR

tall and slim S#f &8k
medium height and build
BhrhsgE-

short and fat &
stout 4530/, M
skinny 8 B i)
plump 3

fat B (W2 CRALER)
overweight #HE

e Appearance 5MiR
beautiful ZEfF#)

nice R

elegant SCHEdR A9
gorgeous &)
handsome {2

good-looking %%
pretty AJZ#

ugly HPB#E

plain %3 ff)

e Hair L%

straight H X%

wavy KR

curly /Ng&R

brown #%Efa

dyed hair %:%

fair hair &%

blond (e) &KZERM
bald/balding 73k
parted in the middle 4>
pony tail R
long/short plaits /%5 %

e Noticeable features

AR R AF1E

freckles 43¢

pierced ear E-jfi

tattoo RIFLH

angular M4 -

scar JEJR

beard 4HE#HT
moustache/moustache |- J§
EH/NF

wearing glasses iR 8%
contact lenses a7 R4
birthmark J&ic

bad skin RS Bz ik

deep voice [KITHIE
lovely complexion 1 4 i) i
@

o
e
®
o
o
e
6
&
16
o

How old are you, if you don’t mind me asking?
You look much younger than that!

He’s a tall, good-looking man with short, fair
hair.

She’s got a lovely figure.

That girl looks very attractive.

What's your height?

The accident left a scar on his forehead.

I've just had a tattoo done.

He’s got a birthmark on his right cheek.

The man is of average height and medium build
in his mid-twenties.
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FBERRA - £7ERE

Madison: Jacob, are you interested in helping me out and going on a blind date with a

friend of mine?

Jacob: That depends. What does she look like?

Eo R B AT B R

STz

: Well, she’s got a beautiful face and long curly red hair.

How tall is she?

: She’s fairly tall, maybe 2 inches taller than me.

Is she chubby?

: Not at all. She’s actually very athletic.

It sounds like she’s pretty good-looking. Does she wear glasses?

: No, but she does wear contact lenses.

How’s her skin?

: She’s got a gorgeous complexion with a few freckles on her nose.

Does she have any piercings or tattoos?

: I think she has her ears pierced and she definitely has a few tattoos: one on her lower

back, one on her neck, and one on her left foot.
What’s the tattoo on her foot like?

: It’s a butterfly- everyone in her family has one.

Even her mom?

: Yes, even her mom.

‘What’s her personality like?

. She’s a lot like me.

So there is something wrong with her! It was beginning to sound like she was too
good to be true!
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