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THE ROUTLEDGE COMPANION TO MODERN
CHRISTIAN THOUGHT

This Companion provides an unrivalled view of the field of modern Christian
thought, from the Enlightenment to the twentieth century and beyond. Written
by an outstanding team of theologians and philosophers of religion, it covers the
following topics:

e Key figures and influencers

e Central events and movements

e Major theological issues and key approaches to Christian theology
e Recent topics and trends in Christian thought.

Each entry is clear and accessible, making the book the ideal resource for students of
Christian thought and the history and philosophy of religion. It is also a valuable
reference for professional theologians and philosophers.

Chad Meister is a professor in the School of Religion and Philosophy at Bethel
College, USA. His books for Routledge include Christian Thought: A Historical
Introduction (2010, with J. B. Stump), The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Religion
(2007, with Paul Copan), The Philosophy of Religion Reader (2007) and Introducing
Philosophy of Religion (2009).

James Beilby is a professor in the Department of Biblical and Theological Studies at
Bethel University, USA. His previous publications include Naturalism Defeated?
(Cornell University Press), Epistemology as Theology (Ashgate) and The Historical Jesus:
Five Views (InterVarsity Press).
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INTRODUCTION
Chad Meister and James Beilby

Christians comprise roughly 30 percent of the world’s population. The history
of Christianity is vast and variegated, and its global influence over the centuries
is incalculable, forming the fabric and structure of many medieval and modern
societies. One way to divide up the central ideas and intellectual influences of
Christianity is through the historical bifurcation of pre- and post-Enlightenment
eras. The Enlightenment is typically understood to be the historical period of
western thought and culture that began in the mid-seventeenth century and reflected
radical rethinking in the realms of philosophy, science, ethics, aesthetics, and religion.
This involved an evolution from medieval European Christian thought which was
characterized by the authority of tradition and myth, the unquestioning adherence
to historic doctrines and creeds, and a view that progress (perhaps most notably
theological progress) is bad, to Enlightenment thinking, which was characterized by
freedom of thought and expression, an appreciation of cultural and theological
change and development, and religious and political equality and freedom, all
grounded in human reason. While the historical reality is much more complex than
this simple bifurcation suggests, there was indeed a general shift in human con-
sciousness in Europe that challenged traditional religious and social thought that, by
and large, emerged in the Enlightenment era. That is where this volume begins.

As the title of this volume indicates, it is a companion — a survey, assessment, and
guide — to modern Christian thought. By “modern” in this context we are referring
to Christian thought at the apex of Enlightenment thinking. This Routledge Companion to
Modern Christian Thought is an authoritative collection of essays addressing over
seventy major issues relevant to Christian thought in the modern era. The team of
scholars we have selected is first rate, some well known and widely recognized,
others up-and-coming leaders in their particular areas of study.

The book is divided into five parts. Part I includes twenty-two chapters, each one
covering a central figure in the history of Christian thought. We obviously had to be
quite selective, and there were many thinkers whom we wanted to include but
simply could not, due to space constraints. We have attempted to include diverse
individuals from different streams of thought and tradition. Readers will likely think
of others who, in their minds, would have been better choices here or there.
Nevertheless, most scholars would consider those included to be relatively significant
thought leaders in fields relevant to modern Christian faith.



INTRODUCTION

Part II contains ten chapters on major movements and events of Enlightenment
and post-Enlightenment thought. Beginning with the Enlightenment itself, the chapters
move through the Scientific Revolution to fundamentalist and liberal movements to
the high peak of Catholic thought in the modern era: Vatican II.

In Part III there are twelve chapters on theological loci. These chapters are not
merely overviews or summaries of theological positions; they are fresh and insightful
perspectives on the development of key topics at the center of Christian theology
during the modern age.

Part IV consists of twelve chapters on theological approaches. The first three
comprise the major theological approaches of Anglican theology, Roman Catholic
theology, and Eastern Orthodox theology. The obvious missing chapter here is
Protestant theology. The reason for this is that Protestant theology has a number of
prominent approaches within it, and we thought it best to have individual essays
covering each of them. So the rest of the chapters in this section can be seen as
variations of Protestant thinking. Of course, some of these approaches could be
considered within the Roman Catholic rubric (perhaps most notably, liberation
theology), but again we thought it would be beneficial to address each of these
approaches in separate chapters.

The final part of the book, Part V, covers recent currents in modern Christian
thought. Through developments in the hard sciences, in sociology and psychology,
in religious and intercultural studies, to name a few areas, Christian thought has
been widely, and in some cases radically, influenced. The world is now a global
community, and much thought is now involved in how Christians might (should)
engage with their intellectual and intercultural neighbors. Several chapters are devoted
to this general theme. The various sciences have reflected explosive advances in
recent decades, and how these new ideas and insights relate to our understanding of
God, of creation, of social interaction, of environmental awareness, are at the cutting
edge of Christian thought. Several chapters are devoted to these themes as well.

Our hope is that this book will be a useful guide to careful thinking about many
of the ideas of Christianity over the last several centuries up through today, and
that it fosters a genuine interest and even excitement in understanding where
post-Enlightenment Christian thought has been and where it may be headed.



