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Preface

Criminal Justice: An Introduction, 2/e is designed to meet the needs of profes-
sors and students who are looking for a complete, yet affordable paperback
text for the typical one-semester course. This text is written for both the young
men and women at the beginning of their academic careers and those who
are working in the field of criminal justice and want to broaden their knowl-
edge and to advance professionally. The approach is lively and straightfor-
ward, with a focus on contemporary issues and events and an engaging style
that is as non-technical as the subject matter permits. In contrast to the many
encyclopedic texts on the market, our book is both more readable and man-
ageable for students, and thus more likely to be read by them. In addition,
it allows instructors to assign additional material or projects, if desired.

As with the first edition, the new edition was written to provide a broad
view of the discipline—its component parts, its inner workings, its exciting
developments, and the challenges it faces in the twenty-first century. We
view criminal justice as a practical science, a modern vehicle for humane,
effective and efficient crime control. We hope you will find our approach
both stimulating and enlightening. In an effort to engage students, the sec-
ond edition, like its predecessor, takes readers behind the scenes and intro-
duces them to the most important aspects of crime and criminals, the po-
lice, the courts, and corrections. It uses exciting headlined events familiar to
the general public, but goes beyond the headlines to illustrate their signifi-
cance to the field of criminal justice. Incidents such as the murder of gay
student Matthew Shepard in Wyoming, the Littleton and Jonesboro school
massacres, the crimes committed by Unabomber Ted Kaczynski, and the
Versace murder case, among others, are presented and put in perspective.

Organization

The text contains fifteen chapters, arranged within five parts. Part 1 intro-
duces students to the universe of crime and justice, with chapters focusing
on the origins and evolution of the science and profession of criminal jus-
tice (Chapter 1), the measurement and explanation of criminal behavior
(Chapter 2), and a discussion of the legal definitions of crime and the com-
ponent parts that make up the criminal justice system (Chapter 3). Chap-
ters 4 through 14 focus on the individual parts of the criminal justice sys-
tem. Chapters 4 through 7 examine the police (Part 2); Chapters 8 through
11 examine the courts (Part 3); and Chapters 12 through 14 cover correc-
tions (Part 4). Chapter 15 (Part 5) describes the principal challenges to crim-
inal justice in the twenty-first century: juvenile crime, victims of crime, and
globalized crime.

Up-to-Date Coverage:

Critical issues confronting criminal justice today are examined, keeping stu-
dents current on such topics as the rapid changes in policing strategies (police

xx1i1
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mapping, expanded community policing, evidence-based policing, and
policing in the age of high-tech crime), new strategies in court processing (drug
courts, homicide courts, restorative justice programs, innovative sentencing,
and the role of independent counsel), and new evaluations of existing correc-
tional practices (the impact of electronic monitoring, house arrest, boot camp
programs, drug treatment programs, and dealing with AIDS in prison).

Two New Chapters:

Chapter 3, “The Criminal Justice System,” provides a complete, easy-to-
understand explanation of how the component parts of the system (police,
courts, corrections) fit together and the problems that have to be overcome
in running it. Chapter 15, “Justice for Juveniles, Victims, and the Global Vil-
lage,” explores issues pertaining to juvenile justice, victims and restorative
justice, and the globalization of crime.

The Influence of the Media on Crime
and Criminal Proceedings

The new edition examines the impeachment proceedings of President Clin-
ton, the impact of gangsta rap, and the portrayal of violence on prime-time
TV. Four photo-essays entitled Crime and Entertainment highlight the preva-
lence of violence and crime as subjects in film and television.

New Boxes

21st Century Challenge focuses on major changes in the criminal justice
system and give students a window into the forces that will have the most
significant influence on tomorrow’s system. Cyberpolicing, law enforce-
ment and information systems, overcrowding in prisons, and changes in
criminal behavior are just a few of the issues explored in these boxes.

In Their Own Words offers compelling first-person accounts by practi-
tioners in the field, enabling students to experience part of a typical day in
the life of a professional. Examples include an account by an inner-city po-
lice captain, who tells why, in 25 years on the force, he never had to draw
his gun; a medical examiner, who takes readers through a typical day of
reconstructing crimes at the scene of death; and a warden who describes
the difficult challenges he faces in running a county jail.

Crime Scene, a popular feature in the First Edition, brings current issues
to life. Topics such as road rage, Court TV, prison violence, and police stress
are included. Many of the Crime Scene boxes are new to this edition; others
have been updated.

A Career Guide profiles jobs in criminal justice, offering information
such as descriptions, employment requirements, and salaries. Icons are
placed in the margins of the text next to the first substantive mention of
each career featured in the guide.

Increased Pedagogy includes “Questions for Discussion” in the “Crime
Scene” and “21st Century Challenge” boxes, and “Thinking Critically about
Criminal Justice” questions and “Internet Connection” exercises at the end
of each chapter.

Extensive Ancillary Package

The supplements package offers a variety of print and new media materi-
als for instructors and students.
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Instructor’s Manual with Test Item File

Written by Jarret Lovell and Megan McNally of Rutgers University in
Newark, New Jersey, this supplement contains chapter outlines and objec-
tives, lecture ideas, Internet exercises, classroom activities, student projects,
suggested audiovisual resources, and multiple choice, true-false, fill-in-the-
blank, and essay questions for each chapter.

Study Guide

The Study Guide, written by Adam Sundor of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, has chapter reviews and highlights, key terms with definitions, and
practice tests with objective questions, such as multiple choice and essay
questions. There are answers to the objective questions, as well as suggested
outlines for the essays.

PowerPoint Slides

A set of 50 PowerPoint slides includes illustrations taken from the text.

Presentation Manager CD-ROM

This CD-ROM includes the contents of the Instructor’s Manual and Pow-
erPoint slides for instructor’s convenience in customizing media resources.

Website and Online Learning Center

Students and instructors are invited to visit the book’s Website at wwrw.
mhhe.com/adlercj where they will find a variety of resources and activities.
Students can also link directly to Internet sites from the book’s home page.
An icon appears in the Internet Connection sections in the book to remind
students and instructors to visit the book’s home page for current material
and activities. In addition, students can access the book’s Online Learning
Center, which features chapter overviews, learning objectives, key terms,
quizzes, PowerPoint slides and more.

PageOut

PageOut was designed for the professor just beginning to explore website
options. In just a few minutes, even the most novice computer user can
have a course website. You can pull any of the McGraw-Hill content from
the Adler Website and Online Learning Center into your website.

Videotapes

McGraw-Hill offers adopters a variety of videotapes that are suitable for
classroom use in conjunction with the textbook.

Please contact your local McGraw-Hill representative for details concerning poli-
cies, prices, and availability of the ancillary materials, as some restrictions may ap-
ply.

In Appreciation

We gratefully acknowledge the assistance and support of a number of ded-
icated professionals. Joan Schroeder has word processed our manuscripts
and provided many helpful suggestions for two decades. At Rutgers
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University, Phyllis Schultze, the librarian of the NCCD/Criminal Justice
Collection, has been most helpful in patiently tracking and tracing sources.
We thank Sharon Chamard for her excellent research contributions and
Diane Chicchetti and Rob Weidner for preparing the career guide which
appears as an appendix. Jarret Lovell and Megan McNally deserve our grat-
itude for the preparation of the instructor’s manual with test item file, as
does Adam Sundor, who wrote the study guide. We also appreciate the re-
search assistance of Laura Shepard and Kerry Dalip. We are especially grate-
ful to those faculty who reviewed the first edition in preparation for the re-
vision and to those who reviewed the manuscript for this edition:

Joe Belcraft, Portland Community College-Cascade Campus
Melissa Benningfield, Indiana State University

James M. Campbell, East Carolina University

Leo C. Downing, Jr., North Georgia College and State University
Carol Lynn Fine, Rutgers University

Jacqueline B. Helfgott, Seattle University

Beth C. Lord, Louisiana State University at Alexandria
Greg Matoesian, University of Illinois

John A. Mockry, Jr., Clinton Community College

Morgan Peterson, Palomar College

Ronald Sopenoff, Brookdale County Community College
Susette Talarico, University of Georgia

José L. Texidor, Jr., Pennsylvania State University

We again owe a special debt of gratitude to the team at McGraw-Hill: To
editorial director Phil Butcher, senior sponsoring editor Alan McClare, sen-
ior development editor Rhona Robbin, marketing manager Leslie Kraham,
and editorial assistant Miriam Beyer for their encouragement and support;
to project manager Christine Vaughan, Art Director Keith McPherson, and
production supervisor Rose Hepburn for efficiently and expertly turning
manuscript into bound book; and to Barbara Salz for another outstanding
photo program.

It takes a lot of intelligent, dedicated, motivated, and well-educated men
and women to run the criminal justice system in a world where all local
problems have international connections, and in the face of ever-changing
political demands. We trust that this book will help create the competent
practitioners and policymakers of the twenty-first century.
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